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- MONTANA INFRINGING ON TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS
POPLAR-The state of Montana is in-

fringing on the water rights of Mon-

tana's seven Indian reservations through

Natural Resources Laws, Jim Sansaver,

BIA Water Rights Officer, told members

of the Tribal Executive Board Friday,

August 15.
Sansaver reported that all seven In-

dian reservations in Montana have re-

quested immediate protection of their

water rights by litigation conducted in

their behalf by the Dept. of Justice.

He told the board that on March 7,
1975, a case was filed by the Justice

Dept. entitled United States vs. Tongue

River Water Users and State of Montana

to protect the rights of the Northern

Cheyenne Tribe and the Crow Tribe to the

use of water within the Tongue River Ba-

sin,
On April 17, 1975, the Dept. of Jus-

tice filed the case of the United States

vs. Big Horn Lino Canal, Et. Al. to ad-

judicate the Crow Tribe's right to the

use of water within the Big Horn River

Basin.

Plan formulation has been under way

for some time by the Billings Area Of-

fice, Water Rights Function, he told the

board, to be prepared to support these

cases with expert technical data and ma-

terials which would be imperative as the

cases proceeded.
Sansaver requested support from the

tribal council in helping obtain the ne-

cessary budget and personnel to carry

out these trust responsibilities.
He asked that the Tribes pass a re-

solution requesting that the Commission-

er of Indian Affairs and the Office of

Trust Responsibility obtain and make ne-

cessary budgetary allocations and per-

sonnel positions available to the Bil-

lings Area Office to assure the trust
responsibility to the tribes to protect

their water resources.#

Sansaver said the Dept. of Justice

and the Interior Dept. are considering

the filing of similar actions to pro-

tect the Indian water rights of the

Blackfeet, Flathead, Rocky Boy's, Fort

Belknap, and Fort Peck Tribes in Federal

Court. This would avert the water rights

of these tribes from being administered

by the State Dept. of Natural Resources

in Montana District Court under Mon-

tana's new resource laws.
The legal issues of these cases would

expand the Winter's Doctrine and Arizona

vs. California cases to give the tribes

the first right to the use of waters

needed for present and future, for any

purpose whatsoever, to maintain a viable

homeland, the purpose for which the In-

dian reservations were created, Sansaver

stated. "Indian tribes have a tremendous

right based on the Winters Doctrine," he

said.

members of the Tribal Executive Board meeting with Jim Sansaver, BIA Water Rights Officer, concerning

the State of Montana infringing on tribal water rights. Seated 1. to r.- Alpheus Bighorn, Sr., Raymond

White, Jim Blackdog, Lenny Boxer, Stanley Yellowrobe, Jim Sansaver, Nathaniel Longhair and Chairman

Norman Hollow.
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JOE DAY APPOINTED TO TASK FORCE
HELENA (AP) - Six appointments to

Montana's to new Task Force on State,
Tribal, Federal Responsibilities was
announced on Monday, August 11, by Gov.
Thomas L. Judge, who named the group's
two co-chairmen in June.

Newly appointed to the task force
authorized by a joint resolution of the
legislature this year are:

--Alonzo Spang, Lame Deer, secretary
of the Montana Advisory Commission for
Civil Rights and Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs Superintendent working with the
Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation.

--Raymond Patrick, Havre, farmer-
rancher and a Hill County commissioner.

--Joe Day, Wolf Point, a farmer-
rancher who has served continuously on
the Fort Peck Tribal Council for 10
years.

--Joe McDonald, Ronan, a Ronan High
School prinical and a member of the
Flathead Tribal Council.

--Gene B. Daly, Helena, a justice of
the Montana Supreme Court who previously
was Cascade County attorney for 12
years. He also served as Great Falls
city attorney. In private practice, Daly
was involved in the problem of land
rights for nonreservation Indians.

--Steve Brown, legal counsel for the
state Department of Health and Environ-
mental Sciences. Brown is chairman of
the Governor's Commission of Environ-
mental Quality. Previously, as staff at-
torney for the governor, he worked on
Indian jurisdictional questions.

Co-chairmen of the task force are
Norman Hollow, Fort Peck and Helena
Peterson, Helena.

"There are many jurisdictional pro-
blems apparent in Montana today," Judge
said in announcing completion of the
task-force appointments. "These problems
result from the conflicting and unclear
treaties and federal legislation that
deal with Indian nations in our state."

Judge said the confusion over juris-
dictional boundaries "is threatening the
friendly relations between Indians and

noft-Indians within Montana.

"It is the mission of the task force

to study the problems and to prepare re-
commendations for submission to the 1977
sessions of the United States Congress

and the Montana legislature."
Mrs. Peterson said she anticipates

the creation of seven local jurisdic-
tional task forces to aid the state
group in its study. Each of the local
task forces would represent an Indian
reservation and would be made up of a
tribal representative, a county commis-
sioner and a neutral party.

"In that way, we will be able to
study the particular problems of each
tribe and the problems of the Indian na-
tions as a whole," Mrs. Peterson said.

Judge said he has no power to appoint
a representative of the federal govern-
ment to the task force. But he said mem-
bers of Montana's congressional delega-
tion have assured him they will keep in
close contact.#
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