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Keeping tobacco sacred
Weekend events
end with pow-wow
By Iris Red Elk
Allrunner
For The Wotanin
WOLF POINT - A pow

wow and campout high-
lighted a weekend spon-
sored by the Fort Peck
Tribal Health Tobacco
Prevention Program, in or-
der to inform people
about the dangers of to-
bacco.

This is in addition to
their seminars with guest
speakers who talked about
the sacred use of tobacco
and Indian traditions that
upheld healthy lives and
living.

The events kicked off
Saturday morning when
about 130 people gathered
at Sherman Park in Wolf
Point to take part in the 5
K and 1 K walk/runs.
The route called for the

runners to start at First
Avenue and Main Street
and run towards the Stam-
pede grounds then north
to Highway 2, then head
back into town.
The Coordinator of the

event, Nicole Gourneau,
said no prizes for winners
were offered because the
run was for fun and exer-
cise.

All participants received
a yellow t-shirt with a logo
on it that was designed by
sixteen-year-old Jeffery
Follette of Frazer. Follette
entered a t-shirt design
contest sponsored by the
Tobacco Coalition Com-
mittee. Plenty of bottled
water, apples and oranges
were supplied for all the
runners.

However, there were

prizes for the winners of
the "Pamper Race."
Toddlers in pampers were
encouraged, by one of
their parents, to run as fast
as they could across the
lawn to the other parent
who was waiting with open
arms.

Dominique Gourneau,
the son of Nicole and Do-
minique Gourneau won
first place for the boys and
Gracie Atkinson, the
daughter of Tom and
Missy Atkinson won first
place for the girls. Each
of them received a baby-
sized Pendleton blanket, a
package of pampers and a
travel case. Several door
prizes were also awarded
to the runners.
Saturday evening, a pow

wow was held at the Wado-
pana Arbor with several
drums in attendance and
quite a few dancers. Wolf
Point resident Pat Brown
served as emcee. There
also was a "cake walk"
for the kids, about 100 of
them circled the dance
arena hoping for a chance
to win one of the beauti-
fully decorated cakes.

Gourneau said she was
glad to see that no one was
smoking at the pow wow.

Visitors from the Great
Falls area attended the
three-day activities with
ten of them arriving on
Friday and leaving on
Sunday.

The group came
from the Great Falls In-
dian Family Health Clinic
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A fancy dancer shows his moves during the Keep Tobacco Sacred pow wow at the
Wadopana pow wow grounds in Wolf Point Saturday, June 11, 2005. The pow wow

wrapped up the events the Tobacco Prevention Coalition held this past weekend.
The celebration was the first of its kind and the event will be held all weekend next
year. (Louis Montclair photo)

Red Bottom
starts this
weekend
By Louis Montclair
The 102 annual Red

Bottom Celebration in
Frazer kicks off this Fri-
day.
Camping day is

Thursday, June 16, fol-
lowed by a camp feed
for all at the Red Bot-
tom celebration
grounds.
Grand entry starts at 7

pm. The head dancers
for this years celebra-
tion include Tiana
Smoker and John Moc-
casin. Red Bottom Prin-
cess this year is Nicole
White, and the Red Bot-
tom Brave is Saunder St.
Marks.
Prizes this year are

heafty. First place for
Men and women danc-
ers will be $600, $400
for second, and $200
for third place. _
The Welch family will

sponser a special in
honor of Sloan Follet,
who was killed in a fire
in June of last year. Flag
bearer Yancey Beston
will sponser a mens
golden age special.
Donna Johnson will be
putting on an Adult
Only Street Clothes spe-
cial.

Other activities in-
clude dance contests in
honor of head dancers
Smoker and Moccasin,
drum keeper Julian
Smoker, traveling prin-
cess Morgan King, jun-
ior princess Jessie White,
and Red Bottom prin-
cess Nicole White.
Any questions can be

directed to Niki Smoker
at 406-695-2310.
The celebration com-

mittee is not responsible
for thefts, accidents, or
travelers aide. No drugs
or alcohol are allowed
on the grounds duirng
the celelbration.

Council Highlights: TEB acts on several issues
By Richard Peterson
For the Wotanin
Fort Peck Tribal Execu-

tive Board members ad-
dressed a number of issues
in their special meeting
Monday, including gam-
ing policies, the Fort Peck
Housing Authority, TERO
fees, and the purchase of
prime hay and farm land
on the west end of the res-
ervation.
The meeting began with

reports from the Indian
Health Service and the Bu-

reau of Indian Affairs.
Representing the BIA,
Toni Greybull said the
agency was hosting a
rookie school for fire-
fighters this week.
She also reported a 24

percent decrease in gen-
eral assistance funds paid
out to clients, so far this
year. That figure may not
hold. Officials are waiting
until the end of the fiscal
year to see what the final
figure is. Greybull said.
While the BIA's caseload is

climbing, the amount of
GA funds has shrunk the
past year.
BIA road crews are also

repairing a washed out
road near Wiota.

Fort Peck Housing
Authority Director
Maurice Lambert came
before the council to ask
them to approve of Hous-
ings' Block Grant budget,
which is expected to be
$4,651,845. That figure is
about $750,000 less than
last year, because some

housing units have since
• been conveyed the past

year and are not counted
in this year's block grant
funding, he reported to the
council.
Much debate arose over

money designated for
youth programs. Council-
man Leonard Crowbelt
said about $80,000 of the
block grant money is to
go to youth programs, but
half of those funds are
used for administraion
costs and salaries.

Murray, first woman appointed mayor
By Lisa Perry
For the Wotanin Wowapi

POPLAR- For the first
time in history, a female
has been appointed as the
mayor of the City of Pop-
lar.

A member of the Po-
towatomi Band of Indians,
Theresa Murray was offi-
cially appointed to fill the
un-expired term of former
mayor Kevin Buckles.
Buckles, who is a Fort

Theresa Murray, left, listens during
lar city council meeting as mayor.
first woman mayor in Poplars history.

(Louis Montclair photo)

her first Pop-
Murray is the

Peck tribal member was
the first Native American
to be elected a few years
ago, and has since re-
signed his position.

Chairing her first
meeting on Wednesday,
June 8 as the new mayor,
she said she is excited and
anxious to assume the du-
ties and has already filed
for the mayor's position
which is up in December
of this year.

Murray, has resided in
Poplar for the last 32 years
and has served on the
Poplar city council as a
member for the last nine
years. Prior to that she
worked as the city clerk
from February 1984 to

January 1993.
Other positions she

has worked out within the

community were as a clerk
for Montana Dakota Utili-
ties, Fort Peck Manufac-
turing, and as tutor for the
CSAP program at the Pop-
lar Schools.

She began her teach-
ing career in 1998 at the
Poplar Schools as a 5th
grade teacher and later
taught 6th grade. And for
the past 2 years she has
been teaching second
grade students in the ele-
mentary school.

Murray earned her
Bachelor of Arts degree in
education from Rocky
Mountain College in

1998. Prior to that she re-
ceived her Associate of
Arts and Associate of Sci-
ence degree from Fort

Mayor - Page 3A

Also in the upcoming
block grant budget, the
FPHA commissioners
voted to give the city of
Wolf Point $133,000 to re-
pair its swimming pool, a

move which came under
attack from numerous
board members. The Wolf
Point pool has since been
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A tipi sits in the back yard of Robert "Pinner"
McClammy residence in Poplar. The upcoming pow-
wow season brings many tipis out of hiding.

(Louis Montclair photo)


