
Forestry D epartm ent Activities
The proposed changes in Christmas 

tree harvest did not materialize for this 
year’s cutting. However, Mr. Joseph 
Jackson, Forester in charge of the 
Christmas tree program indicates that 
the new plan is written and is now 
subject to reveiew and possible modi
fications before being put into effect. 
A discussion of this plan will be pre
sented in your Char-Koosta in the not too 
cistant future.

The volume of trees cut this year ap
proaches about two-thirds of the volume 
for a corresponding period in 1960. Se
vere infestation by needle blight at low 
elevations is making good quality trees 
scarce. The two-year old infestation of 
needle midge is now evident throughout 
the whole reservation with the most 
severe outbreak in the Mission Range 
units. Trees cut at high elevations seem 
to have less needle blight and needle 
midge damage.

Three new roads have been constructed 
in the hopes of opening up new areas
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the scope of the Tribal Code of Law and 
Order. While the state court was in 
usual procedure giving the teenager a 
fair trial a field solicitor out of the area 
office interrupted the court to say the 
sac had no jurisdicion. Disrict Judge 
Emmet Glore stated in so many words, 
“If the court is in default we must go on, 
as somebody mus protect sociey.”

Therefore your writer has stated that 
certain offenses should be turned over 
to the states upon consent and agreement 
of the Tribes. In fact this was the very 
important pieae of legislation that our 
Lake County law makers spent some 
important hours on. This is not a pop
ular subject with the Indian Tribes es
pecially in Montana. However, the 
Flatheads have endorsed a bill which is 
in Congress today on a consent basis and 
agreement that only on a step by step 
basis the state would assume jurisdiction 
also with no abrogation of Treaty Rights 
and exclude fishing and hunting.

Recently your writer had the oppor
tunity o be on he same program with 
Congressman Walt Horan of the State 
of Washington. Jurisdiction being the 
important subject, your writer so stated 
the complex problem of confusion of Law 
and Order on some Indian Reservations 
could possibly hamper industrial devel
opments. We must realize when large 
amounts of money is investel all invest
ors pick the most orderly spot because 
of he great competiion in who ges he 
indusry.
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or making the areas more accessible. 
We have encountered several cases 
where private land owners have fenced 
off access roads and this makes it nec
essary to build road to circumvent such 
property. This points out the importance 
of the Tribe purchasing properties which 
will provide access to forest lands. The 
three roads made this year are located 
East of Evaro, Kelly Ridge Road and 
Blue Bay.

In an effort to stem the poor cutting 
practices, the Council has given instruc
tions to the police to be more alert, cir
culate through the forest and arrest vio- 
ltators.

A school was conducted by Mr. John 
Corbett, Federal Special Officer, for the 
Forestry staff and seven policemen. 
This year’s police are Alphe L. Beau
vais, Edward Trout, Baptiste Pichette, 
William Durgeloh, Louis Fyant( Floyd 
Nicolai and Fred Ashley. It should be 
made clear to all concerned that the 
Bureau Forestry staff are just as much 
of the policing force wherever and when
ever the Flathead tribe or allottee’s re
sources are involved. This is a direct 
result of the Federal Government’s role 
as trustee over Indian trust property.

As was expected, considerable difficul
ty has been experienced in gaining the 
desired degree of control of the cutting 
operations. However, for the first time, 
several convictions have been granted 
by the tribal court. Some violations are 
as follows:

1. Using chain saw—$60, Saw confis
cated.

2. Using saw and second offense— 
$120, Permit revoked.

3. Using saw and not trimming rails— 
$50.

4. No permit—$10.
5. Using saw and not trimming rails— 

Saw confiscated.
It is hoped that concentrated training 

sessions with tribal enforcement person
nel will improve the degree of control 
obtained.

The past fire season was a vicious one 
in terms of number of fires and costs. 
A total 107 fires were recorded with an 
estimated cost of $145,000. This com
pares with 138 fires and $660,000 of last 
year. Last year the fire control people 
W’ere plagued by poor communications 
and lack of equipment.

This year a new frequency was allotted 
to the agency with a new repeater lo
cated at Oliver Point and a new base 
station transmiter at the Agency. Also 
the radio system is operative 24 hours a 
day. Along with new high efficiency 
antennas the present radio system is 
very good. However, the Forestry staff 
plans on some improvements in the fu
ture. The new radio system, the pres
ence of new fire fighting vehicles and 
ether equipment and the intensive pre
fire season training can be credited 
with keeping our fire costs and fire 
sizes within reason. A cursory exam
ination of forest fires throughout Mon
tana and Idaho during 1961 will show 
that our reservation did well in holding 
the acreage burned and cost of suppres
sion to a minimum in spite of the ex
treme burning index. An estimate of 
7,000 acres of forest and range land 
was burned in 1961.

During the month of October, four 
million board feet of timber was cut 
from Indian lands on this reservation.

Bureau Employees Listed
Know your employees of the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs.:
Robert T. Crawford, Finance Specialist 

(Credit)
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Employed only during fire season

This is probably the highest monthly 
production for the Flathead Reservation 
during the past five years. Much of this 
activity reflects the efforts in meeting 
minimum cutting requirements prior to 
heavy snows.


