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Dennis Dumont heads 
Alcoholism program

Dennis Dumont of Charlo is 
Coordinator of the Alcoholism 
Program, which has been in 
operation on the reservation for 
several months.

In addition to follow-up work 
with people treated and released 
from Warm Springs, the 
Alcoholism staff works closely 
with Public Health Service in 
connection with their AA 
Program, establishes person to 
person contact with families 
affected by the problem of 
Alcoholism and is conducting a 
reservation wide educational 
program to acquaint residents 
with facts pertaining to 
Alcoholism and other drug abuse 
problems.

In the past few months AA and 
Alanon meetings have been 
started in Charlo and Hot 
Springs. Films on Alcoholism 
have been shown to the Poison, 
Ronan, St. Ignatius, Dixon and 
Charlo schools.

Referrals are received from 
th e  h o sp ita ls , law  e n fo rc e m e n t, 

welfare, BIA and other agencies 
and work on a personal basis, 
counseling individuals, is being 
done.

Dennis Dumont has outlined 
his goals for the next year as 
follows :

A. To reduce the number of 
individuals who return to 
drinking only after one month’s 
discharge from the Alcoholism 
Service Center from 50 per cent 
to 40 per cent.

B. To reduce the number of 
arrests that are connected with 
alcohol from 75 per cent to 50 per 
cent.

C. To reduce the number of 
parollees that are returning to 
the prison because of alcohol 
problems.

D. To reduce the number of 
foster home placements of In
dian children that are connected 
with alcoholic problems.

E. To reduce the traffic ac
cident rates that are connected 
with alcoholic problems.

F. To reduce the high school 
drop out rate among Indian 
people for those that are directly 
related to alcohol or durg abuse.

G . T o  a s s i s t  in  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f

the premature death rate among 
Indian people that are connected 
primarily or secondarily with a 
diagnosis of alcoholic abuse.

Square
World

By Genevieve Huitt 
St. Ignatius High School

CHARACTERS: Chief Grey 
Hound, Queen Full of Bull, and 
Hippies.

The year was 1970. Chief Grey 
Hound lived in England with all 
the other Indian people. The 
ruler was Queen Full of Bull. 
And her idea and all the other 
people’s was that the world was 
square and that they would get 
stuck in a corner, that is, if they 
went too far out into the sea. But 
there was so much to see and so 
much to discover about their 
world, that Chief Grey Hound, 
even if he did believe the world 
was square, led himself not to 
believe it, for his goal was to see 
what was out there.

He asked Queen Full of Bull to 
lend him three yachetts, the 
names of these yachetts were 
the Survivor, the Disease 
Carrier, and the last one, the 
Heart Breaker. With these 
yachetts, he was going to prove 
the world wasn’t square, and 
that you wouldn’t get stuck in a 
corner.

Now the whole town was in an 
uproar. The queen was excited 
because for years and years and 
centuries, no one would go very 
far out into the sea. Everyone 
was afraid they would get stuck 
in a corner.

Now all he had to do was to

rake up some men to go with 
him. But he could not find 
anyone. It was the same reason, 
everyone was afraid of being 
stuck in a corner. So Queen Full 
of Bull got an idea to give him 
these drunks and hippies that 
were locked up in a jail to go 
with him. Chief Grey Hound 
thought it might be dangerous 
with all these prisoners. But he 
learned to cope with them. None 
were really dangerous at all.

So they set off to discover what 
they could. The hippies and 
drunks brought enough booze 
and drugs to have a splendid 
trip, but after days and days and 
months, they got really bored 
and they ran out of things to 
occupy them; and no girls! 
These guys were going crazy. 
They decided they would boycott 
the yachetts which in the old 
days was called mutiny. They all 
started fighting among them
selves when Chief Grey Hound 
found a pair of nylons floating on 
the water. They knew then, there 
must be land somewhere and 
girls!

Sure enough they hit Florida; 
and to their surprise, there were 
people all over, swimming pools, 
and electric cars, and night and 
day clubs which were named all 
kinds of funny names.

One in particular was the 
Physocadilic Daisy. Chief Grey 
Hound and his men went up to 
this guy in front of Physocadilic 
Daisy and asked him to take him 
to his leader.

The guy looked at him and

Adult Basic 
education 
is started
On March 31, the tribal council 

approved an application for an 
ABE program and authorized 
$1,085 of tribal funds to match 
the non-federal share of the total 
$10,000 grant. The application 
was submitted by the CAP under 
Title 3 — Public Law 80-750. It is 
a pilot project to raise basic 
educational skills of 60 adults. 
The program has been approved 
by the Lake County Superin
tendent of Schools Mr. Clyde 
Carpenter and the Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees and will be 
sponsored by the Elmo School 
District 22.

Sessions began April 12, 1971. 
Approximately 180 persons were 
contacted through meetings and 
by CAP outreach staff. There 
are approximately 115 that are 
active in the program. Four 
certified teachers are heading 
the classes and six local com
munity people are acting as 
teacher’s aides.

The areas that are being ex
plored as areas of interest are: 
arts and crafts (beading, 
sewing, and fine arts), im
provement of the basic 
educational skills, (the three 
R’s), music, and some special 
math and reading classes to aid 
individuals in their vocational 
field.

Mr. Kenneth Gingras was 
hired as the Program Coor
dinator for the CAP Program 
and has been instrumental in 
developing the pilot program. A 
reservation-wide ABE program 
is in its final stages of writing. 
After approval from the school
b o a r d s  i s  r e c e iv e d ,  th e  p r o p o sa l
will be submitted. Local school 
superintendents will, after 
approval, act as the governing 
board for the proposed program.

Two complete 
eight week 
training course
Community Action Program 

employees Loyd King of Charlo, 
Barbara Ployhar of Poison, and 
Emory Swaney of St. Ignatius 
have completed an eight week 
course of study at the 
Alcoholism Training Center in 
Galen State Hospital. As 
Alcoholism Counselors, these 
people will be available to in
dividuals and families who feel 
that alcohol has become a 
problem in their lives.

Persons interested in further 
information should contact any 
of these people, the CAP office at 
Dixon, or Alcoholism Project 
Coordinator Dennis Dumont at 
Charlo.

MONTANA STATE HIGH- summer project. Below NYC 
WAY PATROL gives orientation enrollees at orientation 
to NYC enrollees during 1969 program.

said, “ MAN ARE YOU 
CRAZY!!! We’ve been 
discovered a long time ago, 
DUMB INDIAN! Anyway the 
bus age went out a long time ago, 
it is now the space age.”

MY CONCLUSION FOR MY 
STORY: The funny version and 
the serious version.

1. When you go to discover 
America . . . take a jet, you get 
there a hell of a lot faster.

2. No matter what an Indian 
does, he has great odds against 
him, and things are harder to 
get, and if you don’t really try 
hard to get them, things will go 
the opposite way for you .. . The 
Indian. I hope you get my point 
I’ve tried to make.

Progress report from 
NYC on classes held

The first meetings were very 
informal. This was to enable the 
students to relax and become 
familiary with the group and 
with the instructors. It was 
explained to the enrollees that 
this program was for their 
b e n e f i t  a n d  w o u ld  r e m a in  
flexible for them. The class was 
set up to meet five nights a week, 
from seven to nine each evening. 
If some people could not come 
each night, they could make 
arrangements to meet at the 
hours that would be helpful to 
them.

The point was stressed that the 
class was to be a means 
available to them to help them in 
upgrading their basic skills and 
in giving them a better self- 
image.

The people were asked to write 
short introductions giving their 
interests and also to give the 
area that they felt that they 
needed the most help in.

From these introductions, it 
was decided that the main ob
jective would be to teach the 
basic skills of reading, 
mathematics and writing. With 
these three things as the main 
goals, many other learning skills 
could be incorporated such as 
spelling, word usage, literature 
and interpreatation of what is 
read.

The book entitled “Stay Away 
Joe,” written by Dan Cushman, 
was considered as a text book. 
The reason for this selection was 
because it deals with the Indian 
people and it is interesting and 
funny. From this book, one could 
learn language, reading, 
vocabulary spelling, and basic 
grammar. Hopefully this would 
be of interest and a good 
learning tool for everyone.

By helping these people 
realize how their everyday lives 
are affected by math, a program 
would be used that could apply to 
each of them personally. Each 
family has a fairly set income 
and has regular expenses. We 
would work with this in

formation and set up some 
workable budget for them, with 
each individual working out his 
own. Things from hourly wages, 
to buying groceries, and plan
ning expenses for recreation 
would be included.

The p r e - t e s t  a n d  p o s t - t e s t  
materials used for testing are 
job applications, credit ap
plications, medi-care ap
plications, medi-cade ap
plications and social security 
applications. With the help of the 
local employment office, some 
job interviews and information 
about personal interviews will 
be discussed.

With these basic goals set up, 
the classes were started. Some 
very basic English, literature 
and math were gone over to try 
and acquire some knowledge 
about ability and interest.

In general the group was 
enthusiastic and very interested 
in learning. The answer was not 
good enough for them, they 
wanted to know why that was the 
answer. Only one small problem 
was discovered and that was 
finding that the group was some 
what structured. They have been 
programmed in such a way that 
learning to them means going to 
school and going through text 
books and taking tests. With 
time, patience, and some new 
ideas and materials, hopefully 
this attitude can be over come.

REMEMBER —
ARLEE FOW WOW 
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