
Reservation gets FM radio station
by Clair Krebsbach

Tribal members will soon be able to receive the signal of a 
new radio station in the area. KQRR, a brand new FM station, 
will be known as KQ 92 and will be found on the FM band on 
your radio at 92 (just alongside of XT-93). KQ 92 will be 
playing a program of music called “ adult contemporary’ which 
will be not too different from KOFI in Kalispell or XT 93. 
KERR will continue with a country music format.

Both KERR and KQ 92 are owned by the same company. 
Some of the staff will work alternately on both stations and at 
times, one announcer will actually broadcast both stations at 
the same time and play the same music. This duplication or 
‘simulcast’ will occur mostly at night time.

Most of our tribal members have had a difficult time hearing 
KERR during the dark hours as the station is forced to reduce 
power after sundown (it is on the same frequency or spot on 
the dial as KNX in Hollywood). For this reason most of the 
people who live south of the KERR towers can’t hear the 
station after dark.

This problem will be rectified when KQ 92 goes on the air 
around the first of October. We will be able to hear the local 
disc jockey give the local forecast, local news, Ronan football 
and basketball games, local temperatures and road conditions, 
etc.

The new station leases the top of Jette Peak from the Tribes. 
This particular location will give good listening to Kalispell, 
Whitefish and Columbia Falls to the north, and will carry 
south as far as St. Ignatius and possibly in to Arlee.

Eventually, the station expects to put up a special translator 
on the top of the hill and rebroadcast to the bottom of the hill 
much like a TV translator. This will enable people who live in 
traditional hard-to-reach places (behind mountains or ‘in 
pockets’) to more easily pick up the FM signals.

In a related development, Mr. A.L. Anderson, President of 
the company that owns both KERR and KQRR, has asked the 
Federal Comrr^unications Commission in Washington, D.C, 
for permission to allow KERR Radio to improve its signal to 
the south. In order to do this, the station would have to change 
from 1070 to 750 on the dial. The signal still would not be able 
to flood the whole Reservation as it does when broadcasting on 
the full 50,000 watts, or like the new KQ 92 FM station, but 
would still have a listenable signal in Pablo, Ronan, and maybe 
St. Ignatius, during the dark hours.

Diana Anderson, K E R R  Radio, cues a commercial at the console out 
at the station's Poison headquarters.

Anderson said it would be a great help in the application if a 
petition were circulated around these towns. “Even a hundred 
or so names on the petition would be a great help in the process 
before the FCC ’’ Anderson said.

In the interest of helping better local reception to our mem
bers of the Tribes, we are hoping to place the petitions in some 
of our tribal centers in Pablo, Ronan and St. Ignatius in the 
near future.
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