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CHIEF ANTOINE MOISE

One of the Charlo’s minor chiefs at 
the time when he led the People away 
from the Bitterroot Valley was Antoine 
Moise, who was also known as Door-of- 
the-Grizzly-Bear-Lodge. The name 
Moise is said to be a variation of 
Mousse. Moise was an ancestor of the 
Iroquois, Ignace La Mousse.

Moise was one of the most famous 
and daring warriors among the 
Flatheads, in the Old Days. The 
enthnographer Teit made this comment 
in the 1920’s:

“At the Fourth of July dances on the 
reserve I saw Chief Moise recount his 
experiences in battles with the Blackfoot 
and Crow. He appeared wearing only 
moccasins, breechclout, necklace, 
armlets, and headband. His whole body 
was painted yellow except the right leg 
below the calf, which was painted red. 
He explained that he painted this way 
because the deeds he narrated took place 
on the Yellowstone in a great battle 
with the Blackfoot. He held in one hand 
a ceremonial weapon like a spear, the 
blade of which he stuck into the ground. 
It had a large iron head and was wrapped 
with otter skin from the blade to the 
end. The butt end was bent over and 
formed a loop. This ceremonial weapon 
was a token of his bravery. Only a man 
who had advanced in battle to within 
touching distance of the enemy in the 
face of superior numbers was entitled to 
carry this kind of spear at the dances 
and parades.”

During the last years in the Bitterroot 
Valley Antoine Moise was involved in a 
drunken party during which he killed a

man in self-defense. He immediately 
went to Charlo, as was the custom, and 
admitted the killing. He was 
accompanied by several of his relatives, 
to protect him in case the killed man’s 
family should seek revenge before the 
Head Chief could settle the matter. 
Charlo was mourning, at that time, over 
the loss of one of his children. Many 
People were gathered at his home for 
that reason.

When Charlo learned the purpose of 
Moise’s visit, he told Moise to take off 
his clothes and lie on the floor. The 
Chief then lectured Moise, while 
everyone watched. After the lecture he 
took up his whip and began lashing 
Moise up the back, starting at the but
tocks. With each stroke of the whip the 
Chief said one “ Hail Mary.” Over three 
Rosaries were said and over 200 strokes 
from the whip were administered, 
before the Chief told Moise to get up. 
Blood ran freely from his body. Moise 
walked around and shook hands with 
everyone, including Charlo. The next 
day the Sheriff came to Charlo’s camp 
to arrest Moise for the murder, but 
Charlo told him that the crime had al
ready been paid for.

Antoine Moise took part in one of the 
most famous battles fought by the Flat- 
heads against their enemies out on the 
Buffalo Plains. The Flathead party con
sisted of about 80 hunters, led by their 
war chief, Arlee. This took place around 
the year 1860, not far from the present 
Crow Reservation, in Eastern Montana.

While searching for Buffalo herds the 
Flatheads came across the fresh trail of

many People. They thought these tracks 
were made by the River Crows, in whose 
country they were. Instead, the tracks 
had been made by Mountain Crows 
who were fleeing from a large war party 
of Sioux. These Crows had recently 
killed a number of Sioux, whose 
relatives were out looking for revenge.

That night the Flatheads camped not 
far from where they had seen the tracks. 
The next morning they awoke just in 
time to see several strangers making off 
with some of the Flathead Horses. A 
few of the Flatheads took off after the 
Horse-thieves, who turned out to be 
Sioux. During the wild chase which 
followed, four of the Sioux were killed 
and most of the Horses were recovered. 
Then, as the Flatheads rounded a bend 
in the river, they found themselves at the 
edge of a huge Sioux encampment.

The direction of the chase suddenly 
changed, as the Flatheads tried to return 
to the rest of their party. A large number 
of Sioux came after them, on fresh 
Horses, and managed to kill several 
Flatheads, before the rest reached their 
camp. Within a short time the Flatheads 
camp was surrounded by the Sioux 
party, which was estimated to number 
more than 1,000 men.
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