
Elsewhere in Montana.

Good news and bad for the Blackfeet
The Blackfeet Tribe has been hitting 

the news in recent days for two reasons: 
water rights and highway safety.

The good news first. Highway ac
cidents on the Blackfeet Reservation are 
on the decline because tribal police are 
assertively collaring both Indian and 
non-Indian traffic violators. Indian of
fenders are handled through tribal 
court, while non-members are sent to

the justice of the peace court in Cut 
Bank.

So far, no one has tested whether or 
not the tribal officers are exceeding their 
jurisdiction by issuing the traffic tickets, 
which non-Indian justices are handling 
as citizens’ arrests. Most folks are just 
tickled that the crackdown works 
because highway deaths are down more 
than 50% from last year.

On the bad news side of the coin, the 
tribe seems to be spinning its wheels on 
asserting its sovereignty over the reser
vation’s water. The tribe insists that 
people file water rights claims with them 
-  and some people are, Indians and 
others alike -- while the State says the 
tribal water code isn’t legal because the 
Interior Department hasn’t endorsed it.

The Tribe is hanging in there, though, 
having extended its file deadline from 
September 1,1981, to April 1,1982.

Crow Reservation update
Things must be pretty quiet over on the Crow Reservation 

because news from there has trickled to nothing following 
reports of three shooting incidents allegedly involving Indians 
and non-white fishermen.

Two things of interest can be noted, though. First, the Crow 
want to develop a management plan for the Big Horn River. 
They’ve invited State and federal officials to help, and those 
two bodies have agreed.

Second, the Crow Tribe no longer contracts law 
enforcement there. The BIA took over those chores August 29, 
when the Crow Tribal Police force was deemed as “ no longer 
existing” .

The takeover is said to have occurred by mutual consent of 
all concerned parties, following half-a-year’s discussion. The 
“unstable political climate of tribal affairs, caused by warring 
political factions” is cited as the main reason for the action.

BIA officials hope to build the tribal police force up again 
sometime in the future. In the meantime, the BIA has 
deputized 10 men, most of them former tribal policemen, and 
will be solely responsible for the cost of law enforcement.

Indian
honored
on
postage
stamp

Sequoyah

Sequoyah, Cherokee scholar of days 
past, is featured on a new 19-cent 
postage stamp. (The 19-cent 
denomination is the current rate for post 
cards sent overseas.)

Sequoyah’s most famous accom
plishment is that of inventing a working 
written language for his people, without 
knowledge or formal education of 
English, and without any help from the 
white society. The Cherokee alphabet 
Sequoyah developed is still used today.

The stamp (enlarged, above) is a pen
cil sketch based on a painting of 
Sequoyah by Oklahoma artist Charles 
Banks Wilson.

■■ - r f V -  ■■ « f t ”  ~

2 Blocks East of K Mart 
Kalispell

"True Western Hospitality”

755-9449

1 i
►

| M a g i ^ ^ ^  I n n s |

Free ride to and from Regional Hospital

“Budget Rates"
- t r -  « o »  - t f -  - t r -  - t r -  « o »

Congressman needs academy 
applications by the 15 th

WASHINGTON-- High school students from Western 
Montana who wish to apply to one of the country’s military 
academies next year should submit their applications to 
Representative Pat Williams by October 15,1981.

Williams encouraged students who are interested in 
nominations to the U.S. Air Force Academy, the U.S. Military 
Academy (Army), the U.S. Naval Academy, or the U.S. Mer
chant Marine Academy, to act quickly if they want to be con
sidered for academy classes entering in the summer of 1982.

“ Besides obtaining a congressional nomination, students 
must meet certain basic requirements specified by law, and 
must meet an academy’s academic, medical and physical ap
titude standards,” Williams said. “ In order for me to fully 
evaluate each application, I am asking students to furnish me 
with official copies of their high school transcripts and the 
results of their ACT or SAT tests, along with a brief history of 
their academic, social, physical education and leadership ac
tivities.”

More information on the academies and the nomination 
process is available by calling Williams’ toll-free telephone 
number, 1-800-332-6177.
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