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Cherokee Indian appointed director of Public Affairs for BIA
Interior Assistant Secretary Ken Smith has appointed Carl 

Shaw, a Cherokee Indian, as his special assistant and director 
of public affairs for the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Smith said that Shaw would be the principal counselor to the 
Assistant Secretary and the Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Operations on all matters of public affairs nature.

Shaw, a native of Nagadoches, Texas, was director of the 
BIA’s public information office in 1972. He transferred to the 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare in 1973 where 
he was a public information specialist and assistant to the 
assistant secretary for public affairs. In that position, he served 
for three years as advance man for the HEW Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger. He resigned from the federal government in 1979 
to go into a private business venture.

In his new position, Shaw has responsibility for the direc
tion and the supervision of the BIA’s public information staff.

Principal functions include press relations, preparing infor
mational materials for the general public and drafting speeches 
or briefing materials.

Shaw’s first position with the federal government in 
Washington was as a public information specialist for the 
Rural Electrification Administration in 1967. In 1972 he 
worked briefly in a White House position as assistant press 
coordinator for the President’s Office of Emergency prepared
ness.

Born in 1937, Shaw served three years in the U.S. Army, 
1956-59. In 1960-65 he worked as a reporter on several East 
Texas dailies and directed a successful political campaign for 
Congressman John Dowdy of Texas, subsequently serving as 
his administrative assistant in Washington. From 1965 to 1967 
he was director of public relations for the Deep East Texas 
Electric Cooperative.

Indian Affairs official challenges 
state raid on Indian-run food depot

Interior Deputy Assistant Secretary Roy Sampsel called for 
an investigation of what he described as an “ irresponsible” 
state raid September 9 on a Yankton-Sioux operated surplus 
commodities food warehouse.

Sampsel told the Rapid City Journal that he had “ asked the 
solicitor’s office in the Interior Department and the Justice 
Department to look into reports of illegal trespass and damage 
to tribal property” . Leaders of the Yankton Sioux Tribe repor
tedly asked U.S. Attorney Jeffrey Viken to file charges against 
South Dakota for trespassing on tribal land, the location of the 
warehouse. Governor Bill Janklow sent state troopers and state 
officials to the food warehouse from which they removed 
nearly 15 tohs of food in a surprise operation. The governor 
said that a preliminary audit showed thousands of dollars 
worth of food had been improperly distributed by the warehouse 
operators and that excess salaries had been paid some em
ployees.
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Reagan’s ‘cure’ is killing patient
WASHINGTON-Two Northwestern Congressmen- 

including Montana’s Democratic Representative Pat Williams- 
-  are sponsoring “ Interest Brakes Day” Wednesday in the 
House of Representatives to discuss the economic recession 
they say has been caused in the Northwest by high interest 
rates.

“These high interest rates really are nothing but economic 
brakes-they have slowed or nearly stopped all major economic 
activity in the entire region,” Williams said.

Williams said Monday that he and Washington Democrat 
Don Bonker organized the two-hour discussion for the House 
as the first of several events designed to “ take the message to 
Congress, Federal Reserve Board Chairman Paul Volcker and 
President Reagan that the recession is several months old here 
in the Northwest, and that interest rates are the cause.”

“While many warn that interest rates may soon send the 
economy into a recession, we’re saying the recession is quite 
old in Western Montana and that we may be on the doorstep

of a real depression. With this meeting Wednesday, we hope to 
inform, educate and perhaps persuade some of our colleagues 
and the Administration that the stiff medicine that has been 
prescribed for the economy is killing the patient.”

Williams said having a discussion about high interest rates is 
not the entire solution, but said it is “ a major first step to 
getting the Congress and the Administration moving toward 
it.”

“The Northwestern states are a good example of the bad 
effects of high interest rates. First, home construction drops 
off, followed by a desperate drop in demand for wood 
products. That puts our construction people out of work, 
along with the folks in the mills, the sawyers in the woods and 
the truckers who get the product to market. Lately, we’ve seen 
first-hand the worsening effects of those layoffs in Western
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