
The Indian journalist —

Often they work alone. Sometimes, 
with luck they may have a staff. One 
reporter, maybe two. A secretary. They 
may work from a small office or a 
bigger room with a couple of typewriters 
and desks and filing cabinets. The 
typewriters and desks and filing 
cabinets. The typewriters are usually 
used and in need of repair or retirement. 
They may have a telephone and, again 
with luck, a Wats line.

Some have a modest budget from the 
tribal government or a limited grant 
from a federal agency. In one respect, 
these are the fortunate ones. The others 
must scrape for money, worry over 
finances, genuflect to civic or church 
groups for funds, sweet-talk advertising 
from often reluctant businessmen. 
These are the ones who worry whether 
there’ll be another issue. Whether 
there’ll be money left over to pay their 
staff. To pay themselves.

They are editors of Indian 
newspapers. More often than not, they 

have no formal training in journalism. 
Maybe a year or two of college, maybe a 
degree but rarely one in journalism. 
They applied for a job and got it. The 
job of putting out an eight to 10 page 
tabloid once, in some cases, twice a 
month.

If you ask, they may tell you it is not 
easy. That there are frustrations. They 
will be telling you the truth. To get 
stories they must pore over the city 
dailies, looking for articles on Indians or

the Indian press
tribes or reservations, clipping those and 
rewriting them for their own paper. If 
the articles they clip quote people or cite 
figures and facts, they may call the 
people, verifying updating. If the people 
are out of state, and there isn’t a Wats, 
they do not call. Long distance is expen
sive. So they print what they can and 
pray that it’s accurate.

Stories come from press releases. 
These are valuable and sought and kept. 
They may filter in throughout the 
month. Announcements from govern
ment agencies, from senators and 

congressmen, from colleges, from other 
tribes and reservations. These must be 
sorted and culled and rewritten. 
Especially rewritten so the flavor of 
“ press release” is gone and they taste 
more of a news story. Reworked if there 
is time.

And usually there isn’t. Usually there 
is little time to research and write 
original stories. Because there are other, 
more pressing things. Like soliciting 
business-pressmen to advertise, then get
ting them to pay when they do. Things 
like reading and mail and answering the 
mail. Writing letters and filing letters 
and filing newsclips and going to 
meetings and taking notes and looking 
for interviews and getting interviews and 
taking photos or borrowing them but 
somehow getting them and answering 
phone calls and making phone calls and 
writing. Writing and rewriting, then 
writing some more.
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There isn’t the time. Not for under
staffed Indian editors to do the in-depth, 
researched stories that need to be done. 
Treaty rights, jurisdiction claims, 
resource development on reservations, 
Indian education: all stories that are 
urgent and need to be written, but there 
may not be the time.

For some Indian editors and 
newspapers, those stories may be out of 
the question because budgets will not 
allow them. Those stories take travel. 
They take a car and gas, maybe a motel 
room, a meal or two. If not that, then a 
telephone. Long distance calls and those 
looming dollar signs. Out of the 
question.

Money, Indian newspapers are not 
rich. They are poor. They run on 
shoestring budgets, frayed ones. Indian 
editors worry about money. Money to 
buy paper and supplies. Money for film 
and developing. Money to hire and pay 
a staff.

When the copy is set and back from 
the shop, the long day and night begin. 
The typeset copy and halftoned photos 
must be laid out on large sheets of paper 
that later will be photographed at the 
press shop, the photographed sheets 
made into printing plates, the plates 
secured to the press and the newpapers 
printed. It’s offset printing; a 
technological industry, making it easier
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Indian literature titles compiled
The National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) an

nounces the availability of a 382-page book detailing almost 
800 book titles on the subject of Indian literature.

The annotated bibliography, Literature By and About the 
American Indian, was written by Anna Lee Stensland of the 
University of Minnesota. The book is a second edition, printed 
in response to a 1978 NCTE resolution call for “ Native 
American literature and culture to be taught from kindergarten 
through college” .

Ms. Stensland writes in the bibliography’s preface that while 
the book can’t claim to be all inclusive, she did strive to com
pile “ a bountiful and representative collection that will inform 
its users. . The emphasis is on biography, legend, poetry, 
fiction and literature-myth.

“ This volume,” the author writes, “ becomes another step in 
a pioneering effort to survey some of the riches of Indian 
writing and give them their rightful place in the body of 
American literature.”
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The book is available for $6.75 (plus shipping charges) from: 
The National Council of Teachers of English, 1111 Kenyon 
Road, Urbana, IL 61801. Please refer to #29846 when 
inquiring about purchase.

B‘3 STORES
ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTERS

K A L IS P E L L  •  P O L S O N  •  C O L U M B IA  F A L L S

Food — Variety — Sports 
Drugs—Cosmetics

October 1; 1981


