
Native American magazine celebrates anniversary
M A N Y  SMOKES, Native American /Earth Awareness 

Magazine proudly announces its twentieth anniversary!
It began back in 1961, when Sun Bear, a Chippewa medicine 

man, was working for the Los Angeles Indian Center and 
discovered it had no newsletter for communication among its 
members. With the donation of a mimeograph machine and a 
little help, he cranked out the first few issues.

Moving from Los Angeles to Reno, Nevada in 1965, Sun 
Bear took M A N Y  SMOKES with him and expanded the 
newsletter to a magazine, which included Native American 
news from around the country.

M A N Y  SMOKES is now published by the Bear Tribe 
Society, a non-profit educational communications group which 
runs a self-sufficient community on a farm near Spokane, 
Washington.

Throughout its history, M A N Y  SMOKES has focused on 
earth awareness, with articles about herbal healing, ancient 
philosophy, the circles of life and the preservation of sacred 
places. It gives status reports on old and new tribes and shares 
interviews with Native American leaders. By providing 
information about the natural forces and human capabilities, 
the magazine encourages its readers to find a responsible and 
balanced relationship with the earth.

Recent issues attracted such famous contributors as Twylah 
Nitsch, Wolf Clan Mother of the Seneca Nation; Joan Halifax, 
author of Shamanic Voices, and noted lecturer; Evelyn Eaton, 
author of I  Send A  Voice; and Medicine Story, a Wampanoag 
medicine man. Regular features include Drumbeats, Winona 
LaDuke’s bulletins about tribal struggles and successes across 
the country, book reviews, poetry and pow-wow calendars.

The newest issue deals with the Metis, Canadian and North 
American mixed blood people, their views, struggles and 
visions of the future. M A N Y  SMOKES will continue to reach 
out to non-Native people following traditional, earth-centered 
and community-oriented lifestyles, serving as an informative 
resource and^a forum for the articulation of their concerns, 
their experiences,and their discoveries.

M A N Y  SMOKES, which is continually expanding, looks 
forward to its next twenty years of successful publication.

M A N Y  SMOKES costs $1 per issue and may be ordered 
from The Bear Tribe, P.O. Box 9167, Spokane, WA 99209.

Magazine caters to Indian Youth
Indian Youth is an every-other-month magazine written 

especially for...you guessed it -  Indian youthi.
The March 1981 issue, for example, featured a cover story 

about an Olympian ski jumper, 16-year old Steve Collins, an 
Ojibway from Canada.

Among the regular features are a series of articles about 
successful Indian women and tips on leadership.

The magazine is published for the Institute for Career and 
Vocational Training in Culver City, California. Editor is Mark 
Trahant. Near as we can tell (and we looked twice), the 
magazine is free. Write: “ Indian Youth” , Washington News 
Bureau, 1725 K Street NW, Suite 811, Washington, D.C. 
20006.

Young budding Indian journalists might be interested in 
knowing, too, that the magazine “ encourages submissions by 
youths...we even pay for some articles...”

Choctaws write history
The Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians has published a 

new informational booklet entitled Chahta Hapia Hoke: We 
Are Choctaw.

It contains sixty picture-packed pages, describing Choctaw 
history from the early days of removal and fraud, to the 
establishment of the Choctaw Agency in Philadelphia, to the 
re-establishment of the Tribal Government and the Tribe’s 
economic progre'” day.
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arid cheaper and quicker to print small 
papers.

The editors may know this or they 
may not. It’s fair to say they may not 
care. For they have many tedious hours 
ahead, busy pasting down the typeset 
copy on layout sheets, making the pages 
attractive if they have an aesthetic eye 
and, if not, just pasting it down. This 
story here, this story there. A photo. A 
story. Headline. Kickers. Borders 
Boxes, Ads. It has to fit. All of it.

And it has to be correct. The type-set
ter is sometimes careless, sometimes 
rushed. He makes mistakes. Misspells

words. Leaves out lines. Forgets. The 
editors must proofread and correct his 
failings. Proofreading is tedious and 
monotonous and tiring. Eyes fatigue. 
The head begins a slow spin, then an 
ache.

They must take an ‘exacto’ knife and 
cut out the misspellings rearrange rever
sed letters, paste down new ones. Paste 
them down even and in line. Mistake 
after mistake. At one in the morning 
words and lines begin to blur. At two 
there are no words. Just tiny, undif
ferentiated black dots and swiggles 
against a white background.
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Then it is done and the papers roll off 

the press, later to be labelled and sorted 
and mailed or dropped off here and 
there in bundles.

Then another month begins. All over 
again.

These are Indian newspaper editors. 
They are not all like this. Some are tense 
about what they do and have a sense of 
urgency and purpose. You can hear it, 
detect it in their voices. They have a 
drive that totters necessarily between op- 
timisim and cynicism. Many are less so 
dedicated and more like most people, 
working eight to five or just here and 
there. A job and less of a calling.

* * * * *

Vince Lovett sums it up nicely: “ An 
Indian newspaper should be edited by 
God. And he would probably be fired.”
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