
Head Start begins October 5
Area primary and secondary schools got underway early last 

month, followed by the Reservation’s community college, a 
few weeks later. Bringing up the rear, so to speak, is the Head 
Start Program.

Although classes for the youngsters don’t begin for a few 
days yet, the staff has been busy throughout September 
brushing up on their teaching skills in workshops in the valley 
and in Billings. The latter part of September was devoted to 
visual, dental and physical exams of the 4- to 5-year-olds, most 
of whom seemed happily anxious for “ school” to start. 
Hearing tests have been promised for the future.

Five of the Reservation’s eight communities have Head Start 
centers: Arlee, Pablo, Ronan, Poison and St. Ignatius. Each 
center has at least one teacher, an aide and a cook. Parent 
volunteers are not only welcome but are encouraged to offer

their services, too.
Program Director Jeanne Christopher says a new teaching 

idea will be tried, on a limited basis, this year. On October 19, 
‘Home Start’ will being. A trained teacher will be visiting 
certain youngsters in their homes for about 45 minutes a week. 
Once a month, the Home Start children (youngsters on the 
waiting list for the regular program, and those living in 
outlying areas), will have the opportunity to spend a day in 
their area’s classroom.

As the centers get established anew for the coming pre
school season, we hope to get a complete listing of staff, and 
maybe even an idea about what’s planned in the way of special 
activities. Simmering during a recent teacher training session in 
St. Ignatius, for example, were tentative plans to gather up the 
kids for a field trip to the annual buffalo round-up in Moiese.

^Observations
C LE A N  A IR

A.C. Courville 
St. Ignatius

Suspicion is a cloak enveloping my mind and ambition.
Time indicts the impoverishment of spirit and the working 

distortion of moral energy that engulfs whites as well as 
Indians. The latest drama now concerns violated souls, people 
who have been reduced to the bleak courage of despair, but all 
precariously survived the intended therapy, and nostalgically 
we anticipate a visit of better times, but now it turns out to be a 
conflagration of doubt, rage, lost hope, recrimination and 
remorse.

This special salute is for the inventors of the gadgets 
mankind has devised to accomplish almost any task, including 
the God-given power to clear the air. Let’s all join in this ex
citing adventure, and not bury our heads in the sand.

I don’t have the words to formulate it properly. I often 
wondered if this was what life had been like before Eve and her 
apple, the ability to live blissfully in an eternal present with no 
thought for the past or future. Nobody wants to be a hermit 
who is not overly delicate on the difference between yours and 
mine. Speculation is frowned upon; valuable interest is of 
concern to all who live on this Reservation. We must devote 
much time and energy to the task of accumulating the means 
that will eventually produce fresh air.

We all want and need fresh air, so to start with I will

mention the possible solution to our problem.
If you count the large trucks that make the rounds on 

Highway 93, you would have a tremendous task. How many 
autos find their way through and around the Reservation? It 
would take 12 fireplaces and a dozen wood stoves to create the 
amount of smoke of one day’s slash burning. Grass burning 
seems to be taken for granted; maybe it’s an obsession. I doubt 
if we will experience acid rains unless Mt. St. Helens blows. 
The fumes from high-flying airplanes do not have too much ef
fect on our air, as the condensed white tail meanders off with 
its height.

Not long ago I was having lunch at the Bison Cafe in 
Ravalli. Sitting by the window we saw a BN freight train 
passing by; five large green engines pulling the train were 
spewing black smoke 20 feet in the air. That smoke would con
tinue to the top of Evaro Hill. Can we do anything about that?

We are all interested in the results of this undertaking. I 
know confusion runs rampant at times, but it is not natural to 
confuse the issues. Our people are certainly capable of solving 
this dilemma.

It is the strangeness that intrigues me. And confidence and 
respect are due the gallant personnel in their attempt to control 
and seek a lasting solution of a stagnant problem. Their solid 
enthusiasm and perseverance would give pause even to a bull 
snake.

We all hope they are not throwing their ambition to the 
wind.

Market, ine.
Located In

Ronan — Poison
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restaurant
has been 

serving delicious 
dinner specials for many 

years and we are proud to 
include our famous salad bar with 

the wide selection we offer:
Roast Turkey •  Liver and Onions •

Prime Rib •  Broasted Chicken Dinner •  
Chicken Fried Steak.

DELICIOUSLY DIFFERENT!


