
Water rights: State filing deadline extended
It’s official: On December 7, the Montana Supreme 

Court extended the water rights filing deadline from 
January 1, 1982, to April 30, 1982. The Court decided on 
a four-month extension, saying the decision was final. 
No one should expect any further extensions.

The Tribes, in the meantime, will file two broad claims 
with the State for all the water on the Reservation. They 
are also in the middle of establishing an office to begin 
processing filed-with-the-Tribes water rights.

In a related story, the Associated Press reported Decem
ber 6 that Montana’s Blackfeet Tribe will not file with the 
State, citing the November 30 Ninth Circuit Court of Ap
peal’s decision that Washington State’s “ water permit 
system had no force on the Colville Reservation” .

Billings BIA lawyer Ted Meredith said the Bureau would 
probably file in behalf of the Blackfeet anyway, even if it 
means the agency could be sued.

Mission wants to deputize Tribal officers
The St. Ignatius Town Council is in the midst of preparing to 

cross-deputize six Tribal police officers, according to stories 
from one of the Reservation’s weekly newspaper, the 
1 Mission Valley News.

The town feels the advantages of the move - increasing the 
police force threefold at a minimal cost - outweigh the

disadvantages - disgruntled non-Indians unwilling to submit 
to the shared jurisdiction.
Approval of Montana’s State Attorney General and the 

Tribal Council is necessary before the swearing in ceremony 
can take place. Such permission could easily be one of the 
first decisions made by the new Tribal Council this year.

Weatherization assistance available
The Housing Rehabilitation Program is accepting Weath

erization applications. But, a person is only eligible for this 
assistance one time. So, if you have received this in the past, 
you can not receive it again.

HWY. 93 SOUTH 
BOX 116

POLSON, MT 59860
REALTY WORLD 

LAND HO
883-5277

Joyce DeMers & Greg Garrison 
Broker Owners

START THE NEW YEAR in this comfortable ranch style 
home situated on corner lots in Ronan. 3-bedroom, 13A 
baths, fireplace, attached garage plus shop building. 
$65,000 with loan assumption.

A TOAST TO THE HOUSE WITH THE MOST! Custom-built 4- 
bedroom home near the base of the Missions. Situated on 9- 
plus acres with barn and outbuildings. Home features large 
fireplace, wood stove, patio and many windows! PRICED 
TO SELL AT $88,000.

The Tribes has, in the past, been funded by the Department 
of Energy to perform this service to eligible Tribal members. 
At this time, the program is basically at a standstill. There is 
no word on future funding. But, the program has a small 
amount of carryover funds and will be able to help a limited 
number of eligible persons who have not received such help 
before.

The first thing is to check and see if you have received the 
assistance before, if you cannot remember. Also, if coming 
by the office, bring a copy of your last year’s income tax 
return or some sort of verification of your income. You may 
come to the Housing Rehabilitation Office in Pablo or you 
may call 675-4461 or 675-4471 and ask for Teresa M. Wall. 
This will be a ‘first come-first served’ process as the money 
is limited. Don’t delay!

Brown sues health board
Jerry Brown, formerly of Ronan, is suing the Tribal Health 

Board in Tribal Court for $125,000.The suit, filed December 
8, claims the board, when it fired him as Tribal Health 
Department Director earlier this year, violated his Indian 
civil rights and denied him due process. Brown also claims 
the board violated the Tribes’ personnel rules and regula
tions.
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