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Missing oil royalties
Thefts of oil and oil company underpayment of royalties 

on the Wind River Reservation set off a nationwide investi
gation into the losses of oil and gas revenues from Federal 
and Indian lands, estimated to be as high as $1 million per 
day.

In July, Interior Secretary Watt appointed a commission 
to develop solutions for the royalty accounting problems of 
the Department and provide needed production/distri- 
bution checks. The Senate Select Committee on Indian 
Affairs and the Shoshone and Arapahoe Tribes of the Wind

Water issues
The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled on June 1, in 

Colville Confederated Tribes v. Walton, that Walton, a non- 
Indian fee owner of formerly allotted land had a right to 
share in the water reserved when the reservation was 
created. The tribes appealed the ruling to the Supreme 
Court and the Court of Appeals, in an unusual footnote to its 
opinion, urged the Supreme Court to use the Walton case as 
the “appropriate vehicle to give guidance and stability to an 
area of great unrest and uncertainty in Western water and 
land law”. The Supreme Court, however, did not accept the 
case for review.

The legislated water claim settlement for the Ak Chin

Census
The 1980 census figures released by the Bureau of Census 

showed a 71% increase in the Indian population in the past 
decade -  from 827,268 to 1,418,195. Most of the increase, 
however, was attributed by the Bureau to “improved Census 
taking and the greater likelihood in 1980 that people would

River Reservation also established investigatory commis
sions.

Four men were convicted of oil thefts on the Wind River 
Reservation and the Amoco, Gulf and Conoco companies 
paid the Shoshone and Arapahoe tribes about $1.2 million 
for past royalties which the companies had erroneously 
failed to pay.

The Council of Energy Resource Tribes published figures 
showing that its 26 member tribes produced about 13.5 
million barrels of oil and 77.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas 
in 1980.

Reservation in Arizona was threatened when the Senate 
Appropriations Committee deleted President Reagan’s 
$27.1 million request for the construction of the water 
delivery system called for in the settlement act. Interior’s 
appropriation act for 1982 finally included about $17.5 
million for the project.

Another major settlement seemed in the works when 
Congressman Morris Udall announced just before the end 
of the year that the Papago Tribe and Arizona authorities 
had agreed to a settlement that would give the tribe an 
annual allotment of 76,000 acre-feet of water. The bill was 
introduced early in December.

identify themselves in this category.” California/ with 
201,311, passed Oklahoma (169,464) as the state with the 
largest Indian population. Rounding out the top five are 
Arizona, 152,857; New Mexico, 104,777 and North Carolina,
64,635.

BIA funding for 1982
The Interior Appropriations Act, signed December 23 by 

President Reagan, provided $802.2 million for the operation 
of Indian programs and $140.7 million for construction 
projects.

There are three negative figures which reduce the total 
amount to be appropriated for the operation of Indian 
programs. The first two represent savings of approximately 
$10.3 million in personnel and travel costs which the Bureau
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must effect and the third, for $9.6 million, represents income 
from the Indian Monies Proceeds of Labor account which is 
to be used instead of appropriated funds for the operation of 
programs. (A line item breakdown of the BIA funding is on 
file at Char-Koosta.)

(More Indian News Notes on page 21)
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