
by Roger ClawsonThose little white lies
Folks have been telling those little white lies again.
A letter from a 14-year-old is filled with venom and hatred 

for the Crow and the Cheyenne. The hatred for those with 
duskier skins was not invented by the young man. And neither 
he nor his father invented the line that read:

“My dad tells me they (the Indians) get checks from the 
government for free.”

The boy said he was a newcomer to Montana. It apparently 
did not take the family long to accept the vicious lie that 
Indians are supported by the government.

I have heard that lie on the streets, heard it fall from the lips 
of white natives who have lived side-by-side with Indians all 
their lives.

Being an Indian does not entitle an individual to a govern
ment check. But some Indians (like some non-Indians) do 
receive checks issued by the government.

Let me explain:
From an economic perspective, an Indian tribe is like a 

corporation. Each member of the tribe is a shareholder in that 
corporation.

In the West, most of these “ tribal corporations” own land. 
The more fortunate tribes have oil, coal, timber or good grass 
under or on their land.

When General Motors makes a profit, its shareholders 
receive a dividend.

When the Crow or Cheyenne Tribes make a profit, their 
shareholders receive dividends.

General Motors sell cars. The Crow and Cheyenne have sold 
coal and the right to explore for oil or graze cattle on their
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lands. When a rancher, logging firm or energy company pays 
the tribe, it will divide this cash among its members - among 
the people who collectively own the grass, oil, timber or coal 
being purchased.

But there is one small difference between the GM 
stockholders and the Indian receiving a per capita payment. 
While GM stores its surplus cash in Chase Manhatten, the 
tribes deposit theirs with the U.S. Government.

Then, when the tribe says, “Okay, Uncle Sam, we decided 
to take our money and divide it among our people, Uncle Sam 
obliges and that amount of money is put in a local bank. The 
bank then gets a certified roll of membership (list of 
stockholders) and checks are issued for the specified amount.

So, when the Indian individual receives fair payment for 
resources he owns,the cash does come from the U.S. Treasury.

It comes from the Treasury, but it is neither a loan nor a gift 
from the government. It is Indian money - not tax money. It’s 
capitalism, not welfare.

Members of poor tribes may receive one of these per capita 
payments per year, a check for $25 or less. Members of the 
landless tribes receive no checks at all. Occasionally, richer 
tribes vote per capita payments of $1,000 or more following an 
especially profitable deal.

There are some Indians (and more whites) on welfare. Tribal 
governments (like city, county or state governments) 
sometimes receive federal grants for certain projects. Whether 
this money is used wisely or wasted has little to do with the 
color of bureaucrats administering it.

So, young man, tell your father the Indians don’t get checks 
from the government free.

That’s a little white lie - one coined and circulated by little 
white men.
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Camel’s  next fight:
February 24? March 15?

Marvin Camel, training his heart out in Las Vegas, told the 
sports editor of the Missoulian that his February 19 Puerto 
Rico fight to reclaim the cruiserweight title has been set 
up to February 24, and prom oter Don King has changed 
the site to Atlantic City, New Jersey.

Marvin said he’s getting pretty fed up with the on-again, 
off-again scheduling. He mentioned the rem atch might yet 
be delayed until the middle of March, so it can share a fight 
card with a heavyweight championship contest.

Whenever the bout takes place, Marvin will continue to 
train hard, unlike DeLeon who, according to  the Ronan 
fighter, is using his energy to “gallivant around town”.

“This time I’ll be ready for him,” Marvin told editor Daryl 
Gadbow explaining his training schedule, which includes a 
predawn seven-mile run, going “20 to 22 rounds in the ring 5 
or 6 rounds sparring and the rest hitting the big bag.” Mental 
training includes reviewing each night the tapes from his 
November 30 fight with DeLeon, to plan new strategy.
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