
TRAVEL LOG CONCLUDES

Tom Bateridge, Tribal Hydrogeologist, went to Wisconsin 
January 10 -15 to attend the university of Wisconsin’s tech
nical short course in water well hydraulics. He reported:

"The course was designed for hydrogeologists and hydro
logists, and was intended to interrelate hydrology, hydraulics 
and water resources. Methods to determine aquifer charac
teristics, analyze well flows, and predict movement of con- 
taminent plumes were presented, in my opinion, the course 
content and presentation were excellent and the material 
covered is directly applicable to the water resources program 
of the Reservation."

*
Clayton Matt, Tribal Water Administration Officer spent 

January 11 -13 in Billings. The purpose of the trip was to meet 
with various "BIA people for their input into Tribal water codes, 
and to meet with other Montana tribes concerning their 
responses to SB76.” He continues:

"Leaving on the night of the eleventh allowed us to meet 
with Richard Baenen, and for Rhonda camel and l to meet Mack 
Cole and others at the BIA Area office, to get prepared for the 
1-13-82 meeting with Tribal representatives concerning reac
tions and responses to SB76 and the allowed execution. The fol
lowing is an attempt to relate the basics of consensus that 
came out of the meeting with the Tribes. This is from my 
perspective and is (or may not be) conclusive.

"(1) Each Tribe has perceived a unique position for itself; (2) 
Each Tribe should do the best it can for itself; (3) State will 
eventually be satisfied (in part) with quantification of all the 
water in the state; (4) it is unclear as to the distinct advan- 
tage/disadvantage of each Tribes' future with the method it 
chooses, (i.e.) advocate, negotiate (etc.); (5) Where will the state 
go if the Tribes attempt to avoid adjudication?, (6) water rights 
are unchanged; (7) we must be concerned with the Mccarran 
Amendment, (8) Tribes must not concede the state has 
jurisdiction within the reservation boundaries, (9) Should we 
rely on the Federal government to support a Tribal stand?;d0) 
The allottee must be protected, (11) if we file, we must do it 
under the protest; (12) The Area Office Solicitor states that the 
BIA will not address the issue of conflict of interest and as such, 
does not recognize that there is a conflict of interest.

"At that, there was not a position paper or statement that 
could be recognized as a unified voice to solidify the stand for 
all of the Tribes. Each being unique on its own right and 
recognizing the uncertainties, the closest that l could come to 
recognizing a unified statement was that all Tribes expressed 
an opinion that they wish not to take a stand so as to be 
harmful to any other Tribe.

"Final comments: All flights were basically on schedule and 
we arrived in Missoula on time. The projected length of time 
spent was very accurate. I do not feel at this time that the day 
January 11, 1982 was well spent, although had we not gone, 
chances are that we may have missed something."

Clayton finishes by noting that he turned in close to $100 in 
unused expense money, so it might be used for future trips.

*

Chairman Tom Pablo was in Billings and Helena January 12 - 
16. in Billings, he attended a water seminar and talked about 
BIA S budget with pertinent people, in Helena, his concern was 
with the State Coordinator of Indian Affairs position.

*
St. Ignatius councilman Joe Felsman attended (with John 

McClure, we might add) a Montana inter-Trlbal Policy Board 
meeting in Billings, from January 13 -15. He writes:

"MITPB financial reports were discussed. The Executive 
Director’s resignation was asked for, received and accepted. 
Bill Yellowtail from the Crow Reservation, a former MITPB 
member, was asked to serve as interim director. He accepted. A 
majority of the time was spent in closed session, discussing 
internal problems."

*
Finally, Marsha Massey went back to Helena on January 13 for 

another AFDC-FC meeting:
"An agenda was finalized for the State-Tribal information 

session, which will be held on January 26 - 27 at Helena. 
Representatives from the state SRS staff and Tribal repre
sentatives contacted speakers. Conference space was re
served and a mailing list was drafted.

"The actual conference content was examined and outlined 
during the course of this meeting.The meeting will bringTribal, 
state, county, BIA and IHS representatives together in an 
information sharing session regarding Indian children in foster 
care."
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Whenever and wherever the rematch takes place, we’re 
sure Marvin knows that everyone here on the Rez is pulling 
for him.

Gadbow put it nicely: “Whether the World Boxing Council 
deserves a fighter with as much integrity and dedication as 
Marvin Camel is debatable. But one thing’s for certain: If 
Camel can wrest back that crown from DeLeon, he definitely 
will be deserving of it. . . and will wear it as a champion 
should.”

A great man shows his greatness by the way he treats little 
men.
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