
New method harvests marginal timber
A new method of logging is being 

tested on the Reservation this winter, 
in a commercial thinning area called 
the Couture Unit. Consisting of 942 
acres just west of Arlee, the area was 
heavily logged in the early 1900’s when 
the railroad came through. The sec
ond growth is now about 75 years old 
and is very heavy.

When the stand is extremely thick 
the mountain pine beetle attacks the 
weaker trees. The strong healthy trees 
are more resistant. In years past, the 
small scrubby trees would be cut and 
burned. Now it seems more advisable 
to cut the infected trees and sell them 
to area mills, some for saw logs and 
some for hog fuel.

Kendall Dupuis has the contract for 
this unit and is hauling the logs to 
Flodin Lumber in Thompson Falls. The 
trees are hauled full length.

The pictures on this page and the 
next show how one man with a tree 
shearer on a 955 Cat can take down to 
a 20-inch tree in about one minute. 
Four or five are decked at a 45-degree 
angle from the skidding trail. Then a D- 
4 grapple skidder comes along, 
clamps its jaws around the whole pile 
of logs and then skids them down to 
the loading pile. The loader places 
them one at a time on the truck and 
the driver hauls the approximately 
78,000-pound load to the mill. Most of 
the branches are trampled off at the 
loading dock by the skidder and the 
remaining branches are sawed off by a 
sawyer.

A four-man crew can handle the 
entire job. Two truck drivers, each 
making two loads a day, keep up with 
the operation. It seems to be no trou
ble for the shearer and skidder to 
handle 350 to 400 trees per day and 
this thins about four acres per day.

The Tribes only realizes about $24 
per thousand board feet for this oper
ation, but in years past, the Tribes paid 
to have the thinning and burning done.

Jim Knibbs, the supervisor of this 
sale, along with Dave Broberg, who is 
the supervisor of the sale next to it 
(where they will be chipping the entire 
log for hog fuel), were my guides on 
this day-long excursion.
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They say that this is the first produc
tion size sale of this nature and if all 
facts and figures come out positive 
after the sale is completed, there will 
be more operations of this type. They 
believe that for a small sized sale, and 
with small diameter trees, this should 
be a more efficient manner to do the 
job. In this type of operation, 80 to 90 
percent of all material is usable.
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