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WASHINGTON, D.C. -  Dr. Everett R. 
Rhoades, a Kiowa physician, has been 
appointed as the new director of the 
Indian Health Service (IHS). He will 
assume the position February 1.
In his capacity as IHS Director, 

Rhoades will be responsible for the 
operation of a comprehensive health 
system that provides care to more 
than 700,000 American Indian and 
Alaska Native people. The total pro
gram employs about 10,700 persons 
and has an operating budget of ap
proximately $650 million.
Rhoades indicated that while it will 

probably take some time to develop 
any specific new policies within the 
IHS program, he will assume the posi
tion with a basic philosophy of work
ing “to insure that every Indian man, 
woman and child is receiving the best 
health care possible.”
Two major initiatives could be under

taken to help achieve this goal, he said. 
The first would be to improve the 
working conditions for health pro
fessionals within the Indian Health 
Service. Rhoades said his own medical 
background provides him with an in
sight into the problems faced by doc
tors and nurses, who he said often feel 
neglected by the bureaucracy. “By 
making the Indian Health Service a 
better place to work, we can improve. 
the health services to Indian people,” 
he said.
Tribal involvement in the health de

livery system, is a second area where 
services can be improved, and 
Rhoades maintained that tribes,

where appropriate, should be given 
the opportunity to delivery health ser
vices as provided for in the Indian Self 
Determination Act.
Having served as a Kiowa tribal 

councilman and tribal vice-chairman, 
Rhoades said he is sensitive to the 
needs of tribal governments and 
hoped to work closely with tribes in 
the future. “Tribe are presently in a 
very fragile position, and I would like to 
see the Indian Health Service assist in 
tribal development where possible,” 
he said.
Rhoades described himself as a 

‘practicing bed-side physician,’ and 
said that he hopes to utilize his experi
ence with patients and other health 
professionals in his role as IHS Di
rector. He added that he was honored 
by the appointment and “excited a- 
bout the opportunity to have a bene
ficial effect on the lives of Indian peo
ple in this country.”
As the first Indian chosen to serve as 

IHS Director, Rhoades said he feels is 
“representing all Indian people in this 
appointment. I feel a tremendous re
sponsibility to conduct myself in a way 
the Indian people and the Indian 
leadership would want.”
Rhoades comes to the Indian Health 

Service with a distinguished back
ground in medicine and extensive ex
perience in a variety of Indian activities 
on the local and national level. He is 
presently Chief of the Infectious Dis
eases Section and Professor of Medi
cine at the University of Oklahoma 
Medical Center. He is a member of

many medical organizations and 
honorary societies, and has served as 
an advisor and consultant to numer
ous national organizations.
In 1971 he founded the Association of 

American Indian Physicians and has 
worked actively with that organization 
to increase the number of Indian stu
dents in medical and other health 
professional schools. He served as 
chairman of the task force on Indian 
health for the American Indian Policy 
Review Commission in 1976, and is 
health committee chairman of the As
sociation of American Indian Affairs. 
He has frequently been invited to testi
fy before Congress on matters related 
to Indian health care.
On a local level, Rhoades was in

strumental in setting up the Communi
ty Health Representative (CHR) pro
gram in Lawton, Oklahoma, and as
sisted in establishing a health clinic for 
urban Indians in Oklahoma City. He 
serves on the Kiowa Tribal Business 
Council, and is a former vice-chairman 
of the Kiowa Tribe.
Rhoades received his medical degree 

from the University of Oklahoma in 
1956 and interned at the Gorgas Hos
pital in the Panama Canal Zone. He 
returned to the University of Okla
homa Medical Center for his speciality 
training in internal medicine and infec
tious disease, and was Chief Resident 
in Medicine from 1960-61.

Rhoades, 50, a native of Lawton, 
Oklahoma, is married and has five 
children.
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