
Terminating Indian 
Education

The Indian policies of the Reagan 
administration will soon close two of 
the three Indian colleges operated by 
the Bureau of Indian (BIA) Affairs. And 
the third will be on the ropes, waiting 
for the knockout punch.

The policies of Reaganomics will 
have disastrous effects in Indian coun
try. If Assistant Interior Secretary Ken 
Smith has his way, he will completely 
remove the federal government from 
responsibility for Indian education, 
and turn this responsibility over to the 
states.

This will mean the closing of all 
Indian schools and the elimination of 
all education monies from the BIA 
budget.

Smith has said in various talks that 
the federal government has no trust 
responsibility for Indian education. 
The trust responsibility of the govern
ment, he says, applies only to physical

resources like land, and not to Indian 
people.

This reasoning is in line with the 
anti-Indian actions of Interior Secre
tary James Watt’s statements while he 
was an anti-environment lawyer in 
Denver. But it is not the kind of state
ment expected of Smith, himself a 
Warm Springs Indian and the former 
business manager for the reservation.

This is the reason the Office of 
Indian Education Programs (OIEP) in 
BIA has been relegated to the bottom 
of the status ladder under Smith.

In the February decision to close the 
Southwestern Indian Polytechnic In
stitute (SIPI) in Albuquerque, for in
stance, none of the officials of OIEP 
were consulted.

The decision to close the vocational 
college was made by budget officers of 
the BIA, who based their information

on an inaccurate 1978 Inspector 
General’s report. The IG report said 
that graduates of the college were not 
employed in the fields, for the most 
part.

But according to Ron Mills, Service 
Manager for Xerox Corporation, who 
is on loan to SIPI for six months, Xerox 
has recruited ten SIPI graduates this 
year alone. He says that Xerox wants 
to recruit more of them.

If the Reagan/Smith team has its 
way, there will be no more graduates 
from SIPI. As of June 15,1982, accord
ing to a memo from the BIA to the 
President of SIPI, it will close.

Mills has protested to Smith that the 
college has not been given a chance to 
adapt to Reaganomics. In the past, the 
college was forbidden to look for sup-
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RONAN AREA 3-bedroom, 2-bath home located on an 
acre of land east of Ronan. Close to town with the feel 
of country living. Large fireplace in the house. Price 
of $76,000 includes large insulated garage.

*
NORTH CROW AREA 48 partially timbered acres. 
Priced at $86,500 or sold in 3 separate pieces. View 
of valley. •  Two ten-acre parcels for $20,000 each. 
•  28 acres for $56,000.

*
PABLO AREA 3 lots with Highway 93 frontage 
Timbered. Excellent homesites in back, good com
mercial in front. All are on Pablo water. •  5.32 acres 
with 197’ Highway 93 frontage plus well plus city 
water. $32,000 with owner financing. •  5.32 acres 
with 200’ highway frontage plus city water. $28,000 
with ownerfinancing. •  1.24 acres with 12T highway 
frontage plus city water. $20,000 with owner fi
nancing.

WE WILL TJtfTODOA BETTER JOB FOR YOU!

•  Call us or stop at either office:

P01S0N-883-5372
RONAN-676-5341
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