
Animal killing is in the news Tribes invited to join MIMA
The illegal killing of bears and eagles in our corner of 

Indian country has been a Hot topic in the news during the 
past few weeks.

Locally, two Tribal members were in Tribal court to 
defend themselves on alleged violations of CSKT hunting 
ordinances.

Arlee resident Douglas Sharp, 30, was arrested after an 
unidentified caller told Tribal law enforcement officials that 
Sharp was baiting bears in the Jocko area. Sharp said he had 
seen another man baiting bears in the same area last year.

The Arlee man was fined $500 and had his hunting 
privileges suspended for six months.

Several days later, a second hunting trial ended in a 
mistrial due to jury problems. Frances Gaboon, 27, Charlo, 
will wait a little longer to prove he's innocent of a charge of 
illegally killing a snared grizzly in September of 1981.

Cahoon said he shot the male grizzly at the request of a St. 
Ignatius landowner w’hose calves were being killed. Tribal 
biologists had previously set up a snare to catch the trouble
maker for relocation. Cahoon said he shot the bear after it 
eluded the snares for three days. As it happened, he claims, 
the bear stumbled into the trap after being shot.

The June 14 trial, closed to the public at Cahoon s 
request, ended in a mistrial June 15 when all but 5 of 17 
prospective jurors were dismissed. A new trial date has yet 
to be set.

Nationally, federal and state officers were busy in eight 
states tracking down about 50 people suspected of killing or 
selling eagles and other protected birds for “ a lucrative 
black market” in “ Indian-type items . . . and artifacts,” the 
Associated Press reports.

Among the 50 is the Chief Tribal Judge of the Blackfeet 
Nation, Jacqueline Parsons.

Besides Montana, warrants have been issued in South 
Dakota, Oklahoma, California, Florida, Utah, Colorado and 
North Dakota.
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WEEKEND . . . from page one
On the less public side Morigeau family’s annual get- 

together is Saturday, July 2, in Arlee ( Senior Citizens center) 
beginning at 4 p.m.

Montana’s eight Indian tribes are being encouraged by 
the Montana Inter-Tribal Policy Board to establish media 
departments and join the soon-to-be incorporated Montana 
Indian Media Association (MIMA).

Six tribes sent representatives to Billings June 22 to 
discuss the new organization. One result of the meeting was 
the discovery that all the reservations with newspapers 
have two common problems: not enough money or trained 
staff. All but Flathead had the added problem of obtaining 
council meeting minutes for publication. Those tribes with 
access to radio and television media have trouble with 
programming.

Blackfeet’s Darnell Doore was charged with drafting a 
charter for MIMA by the end of July so the organization, with 
the active help of MITPB’s David Small and Northern 
Cheyenne’s Rosalie Tallbull, can “ get off the ground” by 
September.

MIMA's goals will be to improve communications be
tween Indians, and between them and non-Indians. It will 
also promote journalism -- print and broadcast -- as a career 
for Indian students, perhaps with the help of the state’s 
Tribally controlled colleges.

A long-range goal is to link the state’s tribes and Washing
ton, D.C., through computer and satellite communications.

Court news for May

Janice Michel: Careless Driving -  $50.00 fine
Kathleen Barnaby: N.D.L. -- $25.00 fine
Clarence Lafley: Theft -  Restitution, 30 days jail, will susp. 25 

days upon completion of a 5,000-word essay within 5 
days.

Selena Gardipe: Attempted theft -  Sentenced to 30 days, 
suspended 2 1V2 days and placed on probation.

Dorothy Smith: N.D.L. and D.W.I. -  Pending.
Francis Kicking Woman: N.D.L. -  $25.00 fine; Careless 

Driving -  $50.00 fine.
Alex Matt: Intoxicated Pedestrian -- 5 days, suspended 4 

days.
Darryl C. Martin: Assault -  Sentenced to 5 days and 

suspended 2Vi days.
Zelda Gardipe: Exceeding night speed -  $37.00 bond for

feited.
Frank P. Parker: Malicious Mischief -  Restitution, sentence 

to 30 days, will suspend 25 days upon completion of 
5,000-word essay within 10 days; Sentenced to 30 days 
and will suspend 25 upon 5,000-word essay for Disorderly 
Conduct.

Dan Lamere: 2 counts of assault, 2 counts of assault and 
battery and violation of an approved Tribal Ordinance — 6 
months’ sentence with halftime review, all to run con
currently.

Alonzo Brings Yellow': Assault and Battery -- 30 days’ jail, 
with halftime review.
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