
Marvin Camel finally receives 
cruiserweight belt

B y Rachel Bow ers

Robert Hutchins, noted fight promoter and match maker 
of the United States Boxing Association, arranged to have 
Marvin Camel’s cruiserweight belt delivered to Bell Airport 
in Missoula early in July.

Along with the beautiful belt he has waited so long for, 
Marvin also received verification of being recognized as 
“ Number 2” in the United States in his weight class.

There were several delays in Marvin’s meeting with 
Robert Hutchins due to flight delays in Denver to Missoula. 
'Fhe other events scheduled were carried through as 
planned.

The first meeting was on July 1st. ’ 1983 Redcoats’ 
welcomed Marvin and Robert to Missoula presenting 
Marvin with the key to the city of Missoula from Missoula’s 
Chambers of Commerce.

KPAX TV covered the story and also interviewed 
“ Speedy” Matt (Allen Matt) and Kenny Camel for the Salish 
Kootenai College in Pablo.

Marvin was very happy to receive the key to the city. He 
said, “ The first thing I’m gonna do is take this here key to the 
great city of Missoula and drive directly to the South side 
bank and see if it fits."

The key will he placed with his many trophies and gifts at 
his Ronan business right next to the key to the city of Ronan.

Anyone interested in seeing the other trophies, videos of 
his fights and the keys are invited to drop in at the Champ’s 
Place. ( “ Grab a bite to eat or drink,” he adds.) Marvin's 
usually at the weight room or acting as chief cook and bottle 
washer. He enjoys telling about his fight experiences and 
answering questions about his career.

Marvin's younger brother, Kenny, said, “ I’ve been very 
glad to he hack in Marvin's corner to do as much as possible 
to help. We’re not your everyday fighters. We have to work 
hard for every fight we get, paying our own way nearly all the 
way d( >wn the road to the championship fight. Some days we 
only had time to go from one 8-hour job to the plane and to 
the fight then to the plane again heading for home to our 8-

hour jobs. But it’s worth it and I’m glad that Marvin is getting 
his recognition for it now. He is interested and concerned 
about his career in boxing. Thinking about all the hard work 
that goes with it almost scares a person out of it.”

Carolyn Dione, country western singer from Nashville, 
Tenn. and with the Grand Ole Opry with the Stonewall 
Jackson Band, made a special trip to the airport for Marvin’s 
autograph when she heard he was going to be there in 
person.

The Montana Outlaws, “ Maverick Gunfighters, Inc.” , were 
the honorary guard for Marvin and Doug Duggart (Marvin’s 
publicity person). One of the outlaws told him if there was 
any protection to be done he'd have to do it himself because 
the Outlaws had their hardware confiscated at the airport 
security desk.

Marvin received a proclamation from the mayor of 
Missoula, Bill Cregg, that would set aside a special day for 
the fighter, naming July 1, 1983, as Marvin Camel Day. 
Marvin lived in and worked from Missoula for 12 years. He 
said, “ I’ve been in Missoula for 12 years and I'm proud to be 
a friend. Bill Cregg is one of my good friends.” He was very 
happy about all the events of the day.

“ I’ve got the U.S.B.A. title now and I challenge all those 
fighters out there who’ve been dodging me. I’ve got the title 
and I’m here to fight so come and get it,” the boxer declared.

Marvin and Robert Hutchins made an appearance at the 
Arlee Pow Wow to show the people that a title belt really 
does exist... even if you have to wait for it to come to you.
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