
THE LAW

BACKGROUND
The Tribal Legal Department, 

established in the fall of 1977, 
used to be known as the Tribes’ 
local attorneys, as opposed to the 
“other” attorneys in Washington, 
D.C.

As of early this spring when an 
internal reorganization was fin
ished, the department has come 
to be the Tribes’ general counsel, 
with the D.C. people handling 
only specified issues, such as the 
Kerr Dam relicensing.

PURPOSE
The department’s purpose is to 

provide in-house, general coun
sel legal services to the Tribal 
Court and the court advocates.

Department attorneys handle 
matters of broad Tribal impact —  
jurisdiction, water rights, writing 
law codes, reviewing program 
contracts, etc. —  while the court 
advocates represent individual

Tribal members in Tribal Court. 
The advocates are an autono
mous, but administratively-bound 
component of the Legal Depart
ment.

FUNDING, BUDGET
FY-84’s budget is $191,000. 

Source of the money is Tribal and, 
in some cases, such as contract 
and lease review, federal (“ in
direct costs”).

GOALS
The department’s major goal is 

to practice preventative law--to 
mitigate legal problems before 
they go to court, and to reduce 
overall legal costs to the Tribes. 
Some matters, however, end up in 
court regardless of attempts at 
preventation, and these are hand
led by the department.

EMPLOYEES
The department has eleven 

employees: five attorneys -  
Evelyn Stevenson and Dan

Decker (both Tribal members), 
Pat Smith (from Fort Peck . . . 
Smith handles Credit Program 
matters), and Virginia Griffing and 
John Carter (both non-members); 
three court advocates -  Rick 
Acevedo, Jim Steele, and Leslie 
Kallowatt ( all enrolled); and ad
ministrative staff -- Jeanette 
Davis, Tammy Hamel and Winona 
Spotted Eagle (all enrolled). A 
sixth attorney, Darryl Worm, who 
works for Montana Legal Ser
vices, uses department office 
space and represents individuals 
in court.

ELIGIBILITY FOR SERVICES
The professional staff works for 

the Tribal Council and the Tribes 
as a whole. The court advocates, 
and Darryl Worm, work for indivi
duals in all manner of civil areas 
(divorces, child custody, adop
tions, etc.).

PROGRAM DURATION
On-going.

Page 18 August 7, 1984


