
1984 Kerr history so far

Several past issues of the paper told the history of Kerr 
Dam from its appearance as a gleam in Rocky Mountain 
Power Company president Frank Kerr’s eye, to the issuance 
of the first operating license in 1930.

Parts four through whatever of the tale, which officially 
aren’t written, would no doubt cover the summer of 1930 to 
the 1980 expiration of the license.

Current Kerr history is just now being written — through 
the hearings and people’s reaction to and opinions about the 
relicensing.

Here’s a time-line of some of the developments so far this 
summer

June 25 — The Tribal Council breaks off talks with the 
Joint Board of Control of the Flathead Irrigation Project At 
issue were the terms under which the Tribes would sell 
power to FIP if granted the license. Word of a proposed 
agreement evidently reached MPC. The company ap
parently said they’d meet those terms as well Faced with 
evidence of FIP playing the Tribes against MPC for cheap 
power, the Council called off further talks with the Joint 
Board

June 27 — Word is received on the Reservation that 
Missoula’s mayor discounted the Tribes’ interest in Kerr 
Dam, allegedly saying something on the order of, ‘Who cares 
about a bunch of Indians?’ Five days later, he publically 
apologized to Tribal representatives attending a Missoula 
City Council meeting.

June 29 — The Tribal Council unanimously passes a 
resolution stating that “ under no circumstances would the 
Tribes seek any development which resulted in any 
lowering of Flathead Lake” . The resolution becomes a paid 
advertisement in several newspapers. A “ Support the Dam” 
rally and memorial is held above the dam, west of Poison.

July 2 — Tribal representatives meet with the Missoula 
City Council to discuss the city’s proposed support of MPCs 
application for the Kerr Dam license. The Tribes’ contri
bution to Missoula’s economy was mentioned Missoula 
mayor John O’Toole apologized for his “ offensive... words” 
of June 27, but still chose to back MPC. The Tribes tried to 
have the city stay out of what amounted to a disagreement 
over private property away from its jurisdiction, but suc
ceeded in persuading only two of the Missoulians to vote 
against the MPC resolutioa A third said he privately agreed 
with the Tribes’ private property assessment, but felt his 
constituency wanted him to back MPC, so he did The city 
council thus became one of a number of governments siding 
with big business.

July 5 — Montana’ s Public Service Commission, despite 
opinion that it should remain neutral, votes to support MPC, 
citing concern over “ consumers’ interests” . Letters in 
various weekly and daily newspapers reiterate the “ Kerr 
relicensing team’s” position. The letters forcefully attack 
the Tribal Council and make insulting remarks about private 
Tribal citizens.

July 9 — The Poison School Board goes on record 
supporting MPC. The first of three public hearings takes 
place in Kalispell.

July 10 — Hearings number two and three take place in

Pablo and Missoula When they’re over, Teresa Wall beams 
and says she’s “ really proud of all the testifiers, the ones 
who wrote letters [about 70] and who showed up in persoa” 
MPC representatives even congratulated her later on the 
Tribes’ preparedness and professionalism, she said

July 11-13 — Evidenciary hearings are held in Helena 
Kevin Howlett attended a portion of the hearings and said 
the Tribes’ witnesses were very well prepared He said it looks 
good for the Tribes.

July 13 — Kerr developments dominate the Council 
meeting. Several Tribal members want to camp out at the 
dam’s vista point as a vigil until the issue is decided There’s 
apparently little to prevent them from doing so, but they’re 
warned that it may be a long, cold winter because the 
earliest anyone expects a decision is the spring of 1985.

Teresa Wall is surprised by a bouquet of a dozen red 
roses and a certificate of distinguished service from the rest 
of the Council in thanks for all her hard work (photo below). 
“Anyone of lesser stature would have burned out long ago,” 
Chairman Joe Felsman said patting her on the shoulder. 
“Don’t I get a kiss?” she joked recalling the gesture that sealed 
her acceptance as a Council member in April

On a more serious note, she extended thanks to all who 
helped with the public hearings. “ They wouldn’t have been 
nearly so successful if there hadn’t have been so many 
Tribal witnesses were to participate. Special thanks go to 
Lucille Otter, Jack Glover, Tinka DiPasquale, Maggie Mc
Donald Cathi Shortman, Sadie Saloway, Clark and Lee Ann 
Matt, Ruth Silverthorne, and the Char-Koosta staff. Their 
efforts were sincerely appreciated”

Her remarks were followed by news of a rumor that the 
$5,000 offered through the Morigeau petition had doubled 
to $10,000. “ If the price has doubled the dam must be very, 
very valuable,” Howlett noted

Rather than sit back now and let things develop, the 
Council said they should keep the Tribal public informed 
and keep the issue in the limelight There was talk of 
supplementing news in the Char-Koosta with weekly pro
gress reports being mailed to all Indian households on the
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