
Seniors organize; will meet August 29
A Senior Citizens Advisory Board has been selected for the 

purpose of representing the Tribal senior citizens on the 
Flathead Indian Reservatioa

Selected as representatives were:
Arlee-- Mathew Steele; St Ignatius -  Della DeCory, Ronan~ 

Fred Glover, Poison -  Alice Avery, Elmo -  Lucy Cave; and Hot 
Springs -  Clara Howlett

All elders are urged to attend meetings to present their 
views, news of the activities of their areas, and to make 
suggestions relating to any improvements in connection with 
the general well-being of the residents in their community.

If it is not possible to attend the meetings, elders may send in 
their suggestions by letter or telephone the Advisory Board 
news reporter, Esther M. Titcomb (Rte 1, Box 83-8, Ronan, 
Montana, 59864, phone 675-4391). You will then be assured of 
representation at the meetings.

The first meeting will be held at the Tribal Conference Room 
in Pablo at 2:30 p.m, August 29th. Please attend!
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Telephone Company

THE PLACE TO SHOP FOR ALL YOUR TELEPHONE NEEDS
* Telephones * Ringers * Cords * Jacks
* Wiring * Repairs * Business systems

* Hard-of-hearing aids * Dialers 
Our phones are compatible with every telephone 

system in the country!

Conveniently located in the heart of the va lley- 
MasterCard and Visa accepted on all sales-- 

Come talk to us!
312 Main Street S.W.
Ronan, Montana 59864 676-2751

ment of an Indian should be a demon
strated concern for Tribal affairs. 
“Why in the hell aren’t you here at this 
meeting?” he rhetorically charged 
some 2,100 absent on-Rez Tribal 
members. Only 50 or so people were 
at the meeting, and some of that 
number weren’t enrolled

Other concerns mentioned were 
split families (where some are en
rolled but others aren’t, due to waff
ling requirements across the years), 
erroneous blood degrees going back 
several generations, and use of blood 
from other tribes

One woman felt that too many 
“white-looking Indians” on the rolls 
would lead the BIA to terminating the 
Tribes due to lack of uniqueness. 
Therriault said he didn’t think that 
could happea

Money is perhaps at the heart of the 
issue -  per capita dollars and other 
tangible resources such as access to 
fish, game, timber and homesite land 
Those and other benefits are already 
divisible by some 6,000 enrolled 
people. Some feel their share would be 
diluted by adding more members than 
already qualify under the present 
rules.

Others, like the woman mentioned 
earlier, feared dilution of the Tribes’

bloodlines. Pichette made a good 
point on that issue ‘Tm 15/16 Indian 
and 1/16 French. When someone asks 
me what I am, do 1 tell them I’m a 
Frenchman?”

Walt McDonalds suggestion of a 
courtesy permit giving partial rights to 
people of unenrollable Indian descent 
(see Langston story last issue) was 
mentioned as something of a solution 
to the split-family problem. (“I don’t 
care about per capitas, but Td like to 
be able to hunt, fish or picnic with my 
enrolled brothers and sisters,” one 
split-family member said)

Therriault said that wasn’t such a 
good idea If someone is entitled to 
some rights, he or she should be en
titled to them all, he said Tribal mem
ber Joe Phillips added that such a 
system could easily “get out of hand’, 
like past attempts at letting non-Indians 
gather Reservation firewood have

Another question was who had the 
power to change the enrollment 
policy. Could the Council change it at

its next meeting, for example, or would 
it have to go to the people in the form 
of a referendum vote? Fred Houle, Jr., 
said the Tribal Constitution as ap
proved in 1935 in Washington, D.C., 
gave that power to the Tribes. A 
federal court case called the Martinez 
decision (not the erroneously quoted 
“ Miranda decision” which involves the 
right to legal counsel of folks being 
arrested) confirmed tribes’ rights to 
decide their own membership, as has 
some 50 years of Tribal ordinances on 
the books.

Bearhead Swaney disagreed, saying 
it would take a petition effort and a 
referendum. “But the problem will 
never be solved” in any case, he pre
dicted.

Therriault requested written state
ments listing individual cases and 
concerns, to be used for further study 
of the thorny problem, unique to 
Indians, called enrollment
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