
LETTERS continue
The presidency was changed to a western Tribal member 

considered a victory against eastern tribes. There were 115 
individual tribes represented. Many solid resolutions pro
tecting quality of Indian housing were passed. Individual 
attendance at the three-day conference was excellent

The meetings were at the Sparks Nugget Casino, home of 
the best hot dogs in Nevada Ask Bob Gauthier if T m right

Alvin E. Sloan 
Pablo

(Note: We quit running trip reports for two reasons. First, 
between advertisements, real news and the Council minutes, 
we ran out of space to publish them. Most Tribal Council 
travellers weren’t good about submitting reports anyway, or 
if they did submit any, copies weren’t forwarded across the 
highway to us.

(Second, once it was noted across the way that we stopped 
running the reports regularly, they stopped sending us any. 
Nowadays, we only get an occasional report from the Head 
Start program . . .  psmb)

IRA is 50 years old

Dear Mr. Chairman Felsman:
As I am sure you are aware, June 18 of this year marked 

the fiftieth anniversary of the passage of the Indian Reor
ganization Act (IRA).

That Act, signed into law by President Franklin D. Roose
velt on June 18, 1934, marked a turning point in Federal- 
Indian relations. It halted or reversed prior policies which 
had cumulatively proved disastrous for Indians.

Major provisions of the Act stopped allotment of land to 
individual Indians; extended the trust period on and re
strictions against alienation of Indian lands; authorized the 
Secretary of the Interior to restore surplus lands to Indian 
tribes; authorized the Secretary to acquire lands in trust 
affairs and a commitment to a reaffirmation of the right of 
tribes to exist as self-governing entities. The Act represented 
the legislative culmination of several years of effort for reform 
in Indian affairs which had been brought to the fore of the 
national consciousness by the Meriam Report of 1928. That 
report had pointed out forcefully many deficiencies in the 
then-administration of Indian affairs.

At the present time organizations concerned with Indian 
affairs are, in various ways, marking- or have already marked 
-  the fiftieth anniversary of the passage of the Indian 
Reorganization Act Last summer, for example, the Institute of 
the American West devoted a three-day conference at Sun 
Valley, Idaho, to the occasion; and in October of this year a 
new book co-authored by Indian writer Vine Deloria, Jr., will 
be published, using as a centerpiece the Indian Reorgani
zation Act An advance copy describes the Act as “the 
watershed New Deal legislation that became the foundation 
of today’s Tribal governments.”

We, the current administrators of Indian affairs in the 
Interior Department are choosing to commemorate the 
fiftieth anniversary of this most significant piece of Indian
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legislation by sending this letter to chairmen of all of the 
tribes which some fifty years ago chose to accept the 
provisions of the Act and subsequently to organize Tribal 
governments under its provisions.

We are keenly aware of the farsightedness of both the 
authors of the Indian Reorganization Act of some fifty years 
ago, and the members of Congress who voted at that time to 
"turn around" previous federal policies which had proved to 
be so stifling and destructive for Indians, both as tribes and as 
individuals.

We therefore commemorate with your tribe and others 
which voted to accept the provisions of the Indian Reorgani
zation Act the fiftieth anniversary of its enactment and all that 
the enactment has meant

We send best wishes to you and members of the tribe on 
this occasion.

Ken Smith
Assistant Secretary - Indian Affairs 

Washington, D.C.
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