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Felsman moved in for the typical grip-and-grin-for-the- 
camera handshake shot, Lefler said, “ Oh, come here, we can 
do better than that,” and went for the friendlier pose above.

Crttrda's on his way to China

The Joe Garcia family of Turtle Lake
Poison High School sophomore Joseph Michael Garcia will 

be one of 14 Montana wrestlers competing in Inner Mongolia, a 
part of the People’s Republic of China, this month.

Before heading overseas, he’ll participate in a 3- to 4-day 
training session in Butte and a workout session at the Pacific 
Lutheran University in Seattle

He and the rest of his team will then head for Tokyo on June 
18 for a dozen or so matches.

Garda said he expects to meet some tough competition over 
there, which will be complicated by the fact that the matches 
will be conducted under freestyle rules which many American 
wrestlers aren’t too familiar with.

Garcia earned the China trip by placing third in a qualifying 
meet in Helena He had also made a bit of a name for himself at a 
Missoula tournament against college-level athletes.

According to Joe Garda, Sr., his son didri t show an interest in 
the sport until about three years ago. He’s since gone (Hi to win 
a couple of state AAU championships.

Besides keeping in shape for the upcoming competition, the 
younger Garda is studying up on Mongolia, he said.

In addition to the wrestling the trip will feature exchanges of 
gifts. The Tribal Council has given him a Tribal flag a Tribal 
Employees Association jacket and other items of an Indian 
nature for presentation.

Because Garcia is the first person from Poison ever to make 
such a trip, his family hopes the community will be willing to 
help make donations towards the 16-year-olds traveling ex
penses. An account has been set up in his name at First Citizens 
Bank in Poison and contributions are also being accepted at 
a variety o f Reservation businesses.

Solicitor denies petition for 
distribution of Tribal funds

Department of the Interior Information Office

Department of the Interior Solicitor Frank K. Richardson 
says there is no legal authority for the Secretary o f the 
Interior to approve pro rata distribution of Jicarilla Apache 
Tribal funds without the consent of the Tribal government, 
and such distributions could cripple Tribal governments 
everywh ere.

The solicitor issued the opinion in a May 3, 1985, letter 
denying an application by Mrs. Bernice Muskrat of Albu
querque, N.M., for a pro rata share of the assets of the 
Jicarilla Apache Tribe of which she is a member.

Attorneys for Muskrat filed the application on February 
15,1985, citing a 1907 law which allowed the Secretary of the 
Interior to make pro rata distributions of “ any Tribal or trust 
funds on deposit in the Treasury of the United States” to any 
individual Indian who “ he may deem to be capable of 
managing his or her affairs.”

In responding to the application, Richardson said that 
provision in the 1907 law is superceded by the Jicarilla 
Apache Tribes’ Constitution and the 1934 Indian Reorgani
zation Act which clearly prohibit the disposition of any 
Tribal assets to any person, Tribal member or non-member, 
without Tribal consent Jicarilla Apache Tribal officials have 
registered their opposition to the application by Muskrat. 
Richardson also cited previous opinions by the Depart
ment’s solicitors interpreting the law as requiring the 
approval of Tribal officers before any distribution of Tribal 
assets.

Although Richardson denied the application as a matter 
o f law, he also emphasized that a federal policy allowing 
such distributions would be potentially detrimental to all 
Tribal governments.

“ Congress in the past has seen fit to distribute Tribal 
assets (even ly ) to Tribal members,” the solicitor said “ This 
was common in the 1950s during the so-called ‘ termination’ 
era o f federal Indian policy. But Tribal members have no 
more inherent right to a share of their tribe’s assets than
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