
Poison senior citizens group lists grievances

At the May 10 Council meeting, 
Poison representative Teresa Wall 
McDonald reported that she had met 
with half-a-dozen Tribal members 
from her district that week at their 
request to discuss a number of mat
ters. The dr gifted- but- not-yet circu
lated petition was one of the issues.

The still-pending Kerr Dam lease 
settlement was first on the list The 
Poison group said it hoped money 
would be set aside to cover the buy
out provision of the lease agreement, 
McDonald said. Someone also sug
gested that some of the $9 million in 
annual income be used to pay for 
insurance policies for those members 
wanting them, she reported.

Next on the list of concerns were a 
few criticisms levelled at the Tribal 
Council, including allegations of a lack 
of professionalism and too many 
conflict of interest situations. Another 
concern was the belief that some 
Council members are paid from four 
or five different sources of money. The 
group noted, too, that it felt too few 
people served on too many boards

and committees.
Moving on to other topics, Mc

Donald reported, the group asked if 
the indirect costs associated with the 
proposed contracting of some IHS 
programs would take away from ser
vices to the people.

The group’s last point was the 
expression of regret that there 
seemed to be two “ factions” of senior 
citizens on the Reservation — cultural 
seniors and general seniors. Members 
of the former group have lived on the 
Reservation all their lives and were 
able to keep in touch with the Indian 
culture. Members of the second group 
were forced to leave the Reservation 
to find employment and lost the op
portunity to learn the culture, they 
say. Now, there’s disunity between the 
two “ factions” , according to the 
Poison group.

These last comments led to some
what-heated statements from a few 
Council members May 10 that among 
people who left the Rez in their 
younger days were the prime movers

behind the termination efforts of the 
1950’s.

Chairman Joe Felsman added that if 
people want to learn about Indian 
culture, there’s ways of doing that, but 
"being Indian can’t be taught” .

Arlee’s Kevin Howlett addressed the 
“Council members shouldn’t other
wise be employed by the Tribes” issue 
by noting that if Tribal employees 
were prohibited from serving on the 
Council, the membership would have 
to choose its leaders “ from the unem
ployed and unemployable” .

Suppose there was a Council 
member on general assistance, 
Mickey Pablo (Camas Prairie-Hot 
Springs) said He or she would have to 
sometimes vote on GA matters, and 
there would be a possible conflict of 
interest There’s no way to find ten 
uninvolved, so to speak, people here, 
he said.

McDonald concluded her report by 
saying her purpose was to let the other 
Council members know what some of 
their constituency was thinking.

Surveys 2, petition 0 . . .

So where’s the petition?

The latest word on the latest reduce-the-Council petition 
is that it isn’t being circulated just yet because the BIA is in 
the process of getting an interpretation of federal law 
governing petitions. At issue is whether it takes 30% or 60% 
of a tribe’s eligible voters’ signatures to make a petition 
acceptable.

In the meantime, the membership has two other chances 
to register its opinions on two other important issues: Blue 
Bay Resort’s long-term future, and what should be done 
with Kerr Dam lease money once (and if) the lease is 
approved by FERC?

The Blue Bay Resort questionnaire is on page 13 of this 
issue. It will be rerun in the next three or four issues as well

The Kerr Dam money survey began as a class project at 
SKC. The survey asked people to choose from among five 
suggestions about how the lease money might be spent 
Among the choices were setting aside money to help SKC 
and Two Eagle, creating jobs for Tribal members, setting 
aside some portion of each payment to buy out the lease in 
25 years, distributing it as per capita payments, and using it 
to buy more land

Although the survey forms were due June 1 st SKC Native 
American studies instructor Ron Therriault said more might
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be made available due to popular request 
Results of the tabulation of opinions received so far 

should be announced soon, Therriault said and they’re 
going to be interesting, he promises.

(Note: Advising the Tribal Council about how the Kerr 
money might be used isn’t restricted to filling out one of the 
aforementioned surveys. Cards and letters are welcome, 
too -  if not to the Council then to u$ . . .  Editor).
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