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May 28 Council meeting
Before all of the Tribal departments submit budgets for 

fiscal year 1986, each has to meet with the Tribal Council 
and outline its goals, objectives and operating plans. Re
viewing those plans is taking up a lot of the Council’s time 
these days.

On the agenda today were the financial analyst, the 
Family Assistance Division, and the Tribal Health Depart
ment

After lunch, discussion was focused on the Boulder Creek 
hydro project The discussion led into a presentation by 
Tribal attorney Virginia Griffing concerning the manage
ment of enterprises.

If we understand it correctly, the proposal, which is still 
very much in the investigation stage, calls for a separate 
governing body to be formed that would be directly 
responsible for ensuring that the enterprises are successful 
— success meaning that each will be self-supporting or 
profit-making, according to its potential.

The good news about the proposed board of directors’ 
existence is that it would take the heat off the Tribal Council, 
Jim Paro noted — the Council not being widely admired, by 
its own admission, for its business sense — and, in theory, 
keep politics out of economic development decisions.

The bad news is the estimated cost of the plan. Rough 
estimates are that it would take $200,000-300,000 a year to 
pay the salaries and expenses of the suggested man
agement team and the board, which is more than business 
management is costing the Tribes now.

Vic Stinger had an idea about that: Don’t pay them a set 
figure, tying their salaries instead to the income of the 
enterprises they’d be managing.

The business development corporation idea was worth 
exploring, Kevin Howlett said, adding that the reason the 
enterprises haven’t been successful so far might be because 
their managers haven’t had access to the caliber of 
expertise as proposed in the new structure.

May 31 meeting
The Natural Resources Department had five things to 

discuss.
First, director Jim Paro asked, does the Tribes wish to 

participate in a Bonneville Power Administration survey to 
identify non-hydro resources along Reservation rivers? The

touch with the Tribes as a consultant Kenn Cartier was 
announced as his replacement

Third, BPA has some money for conducting a creel survey 
-  which,we’re told, is simply interviewing fishermen in the 
act about how they’re doing, like how many fish, and what 
kinds and what sizes have they caught so far -  this summer. 
Is the Tribes interested in the idea and willing to contribute 
something towards the work, which is one condition of 
getting the federal money? Yes, the data would be useful, it 
was decided, and recruitment for the surveyors will begin in the 
next few weeks

Fourth, a meeting with Senator John Melcher had taken 
place the previous Staturday about an erroneous survey of 
the Reservation some years back that resulted in some 
Tribal land being “ lost” . He’s evidently willing to help 
arrange for the acquisition of land to make up for the loss, 
provided some suitable non-private land can be found 
Other restrictions were that the land not have any roads on 
it leading to private property, and that the land not have any 
current mining claims on file either.

Fifth, the Sanders County Soil Conservation Service 
wanted permission to do some soil moisture measuring on a 
few selected sites on the Reservation. The information is 
necessary for the SCS’ current mapping project, Realty 
manager Brad Trosper said. Permission for the agency to go 
ahead was given.

Next on the agenda, SKC, in the person of instructor Ron 
Therriault, asked that the Council consider awarding a 
$1,000 scholarship June 8 to a worthy Tribal-member 
graduate who intended to continue his or her education 
next fall at a four-year college. The request led to a lot of 
discussion, including the questions of where would the 
$1,000 come from, and isn’t it discriminatory to single out an 
SKC student when there are Tribal-member students in 
other schools just as worthy of an incentive award? 
Therriault explained that the average SKC student didn’t 
start college right out of high school, so he or she missed out 
on many of the financial opportunities available to newly 
minted high school graduates. Quite a lot of SKC students 
are older than the typical college student and have the 
added expense of a family to support, too. The debate ended 
with the decision to think over the request for the requisite 
five days, and to think about what kinds of strings might be 
tied to the money, such as it being awarded to someone
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value of the information that could be learned was weighed 
against the chance that it could be used to the Tribes’ 
disadvantage in any future litigation, and the decision made 
to not participate at this time.

Second, the manager of NRD’s Water Resources Program, 
Tom Bateridge, had decided to resign, but plans to stay in
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planning to study in a field of expertise needed by the Tribes. 
(An editorial aside: We’re of the opinion that there’s a need 
for qualified Tribal member earth science experts -  hy
drologists, and the like — and business administration 
experts. The Tribes will be needing folks to run Kerr Dam in

(Concludes on page six)
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