
LETTERS continue
equity health care money is -■ sort of extra money 
Congress allows IHS to spend on its choice of health care, 
based on its (IH S ’) perception of what its clients need.

Now, there’s a federal law called “P.L. 93-638” (the 
Indian Self-Determination Act) that allows tribes to, in 
effect, take money away from certain federal agencies and 
decide how it will be spent -  according to federal rules 
and regulations, of course.

Going to our wage-earner example (and assuming the 
“you” in question is a man), this is like your wife saying, 
“Hey, Til take that $25 and buy you some new wool socks 
because I’m tired of darning the old ones.” (Our example 
just earned a few extra “bizarre-ness” points: Who darns 
socks these days?)

Getting back to the point: The Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes have used P.L. 93-638 to get the authority to spend 
some of those equity health care dollars. The remainder of 
money in that fund has been left to the Flathead IHS to 
spend, and it does so -  we’re told -  to pay Dr. Harding’s 
salary and to cover some elective surgery cases.

W e admit this doesn’t make correct our statement in the 
May 14th issue that THD covers part of Dr. Harding’s 
salary, although those are almost the exact words used by 
a certain news source.

It might have been closer to the target to have said, 
“Some of the federal money administered by Tribal 
Health is, in a very roundabout way, used to pay a 
physician at IHS headquarters in St Ignatius -  to the best 
of our understanding of that mosaic of money known as 
the THD budget”

Confused? Welcome to the club. And join us in being 
thankful that most of our news subjects are patient and 
forgiving of our occasional mistakes___Editor.

Death knell sounds for BTN___________________
Readers:

Due to Tribal budget cutbacks, we regret to inform you 
that the “Blackfeet Tribal News” will no longer be in 
publication. The Tribal Council funded us for only six 
months and has chosen not to supplement us for the next 
six.

If the council decides to fund another Tribal newspaper,

• Men s clothing and sportswear
• Fashion jeans for men and women
• Men’s and ladies' Pendletons,

blankets, and throws

we shall keep your names on file for future subscribing. Any 
questions, or concerns can be referred to: Blackfeet Tribal 
Business Council; P.0. Box850; Browning, MT 59417; ATTN: 
Myma Galbreath, Secretary.

In closing, we appreciate the support you have given us in 
the last few years and encourage you to keep in touch with 
what’s going on in Blackfeet country.

Blackfeet Media Department 
Browning

‘Judge not, lest ye also be judged’___________
“Flip” , at Montana State Prison:

Your letter in the May 15 issue was, I’m sure, a topic of 
conversation of many families within their homes. Some of 
what you had to say hit home, but after 4 or 5 paragraphs, 
you were way off base.

So there you sit in prison for a crime you committed, 
which is no onels business but your own. For God’s sake, if 
not your own, don’t criticize other people’s lifestyle.

Being 22 years old, I can only imagine life in the 1800’s. 
Years ago, there were probably Indians that were cate
gorized, as Clarence is (in your eyes). For instance, long ago 
there was one particular family. They had two tepees and 
many good horses. They had all of the “ snazzy” modern 
conveniences in their time (compared to others who had 
less). I’m sure they too were cut down. But that family was 
probably respected in more ways them one (materially!!) as 
opposed to those who had less, because that family worked 
hard and earned everything they had.

In my eyes, Clarence and others have experienced and 
met up with challenging phases in their lives. They took 
advantage of all the opportunities that life had to offer them. 
Why should anyone pass by something that could make his 
or her life easier in the long run?

Although Tm not very proud, I too am one who does not 
speak our language fluently. That may be a laugh to some, 
but to many of us, we did not have the blessing opportunity 
to learn. Thanks to our culture groups and our elders, the 
“ Old Ways” of life are still here for us to learn. That’s just one 
more grace the Lord has given us, and it’s our choice to let it 
pass by or take advantage of it, just as it was Clarence’s 
decision to be where he is today.

If I sound callous, I don’t want to be. I have always been 
told and believed: “You should never make people suffer, 
because you will be the only one with pain.” So please, don’t 
judge the person next to you. You may be surprised... you 
and I are not so perfect.

Monique Tellier 
St Ignatius

Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes' HEAD START 
offers preschool children:

nutritional meals health & social services
speech & hearing evaluations individualized teaching

well-equipped classrooms
special services for the handicapped and much more!

Don't forget to PRE-REGISTER you child for the Fall Program.
Your child must be 4 by September 10th, or if your child has a 

professionally diagnosed special need, he or she may enroll 
younger than 4.

Call or visit the Head Start Office in St. Ignatius -  745-4509.
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