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CHANGES IN HOUSE DISTRICT PROPOSED

REP. ELLISON 
OUT OF A JOB?
COUNTER PROPOSAL 

ALREADY MADE
A proposal to change Montana 

House District 73 made by the 
State Districting and Apportion
ment Commission came to light this 
weekend Already a counter-propo
sal has been introduced by the man 
most directly affected by the sug
gested change — Republican Re
presentative Orval Ellison

What the Commission plans is to 
take voters out of District 73 
(renumbered District81) and place 
them in District 74 (renamed 
District 82), which is now primarily 
the city of Livingston in Park 
County represented by Jack Yard- 
ley. In doing s<x the population 
figures of the two districts would be 
more equaL It has been determined 
there are 16,122 eligible voters in 
the two districts, with Yardley 
representing a little over 7,000 of 
those residents.

How the Commission proposes 
to equalize the Figures is to extend 
Yardley’* district to include not_ 
only the city of Livingston but all 
residents residing south of the Yel
lowstone River to Sprindale, plus • 
the people in that community. The 
new district line would then travel 
south of Spingdale, following the 
Sweet Grass-Park County line over 
to the West Boulder area and then 
swing back up towards Livingston 
(See map)

This plan would put Ellison's

house, but not his land, into 
Yardley’s district Naturally, the 
Representative objects.

And so do other Sweet Grass 
County Republican leaders. They 
feel it would be more logical to put 
the 3 acre-tract property south and 
west of the city of Livingston into 
Yardle/s district, and leave the rest 
of the boundary lines as they are.

This counter-proposal would 
keep urban areas in Yardley’s juris
diction and agriculrual land in 
Ellison's, the proponents argue.

This idea was presented by El
lison to the House Administration 
Committee on Monday morning It 
was approved unanimously, with 
one abstention, by that body. The 
issue now comes before the Senate 
Administration Committee on Fri
day. That committee is chaired by 
the Senator from Sweet Grass and 
rural Park Counties, Pete Story.

However, the Commission over
seeing the redistricting is not bound 
to take the recommendations of the 
legislative committees or body as a 
whole.

Anyone wishing to voice their 
opinion on the redistricting situa
tion is urged to contact the Com
mission’s Legislative Researcher 
Anne Brodsky, in care of Capita] 
Station, Helena, Montana 39620.

Action should be taken promptly 
as a decision will be made in the 
near future.

This early-day Big Timber building housed the Yellowstone Leader newspaper, plus The 
Pioneer, and various other businsses before it’s demise in 1980. The structure was located 
next to the old Civic Auditorium, then the Braaten Garage, standing where the Citizen’s 
Drive In Bank is now.

This picture shows the above building the day it was tom  down in November, 1980.

COME TALK 
ABO UT THE 

CENTENNIAL

If you’re in the Centennial Spirit, 
then you won’t want to miss next 
Monday night’s meeting at the 
Sweet Grass County Courthouse 
Courtroom. Beginningat7:30 pm , 
the discussion on the Centennial 
events already planned and ideas 
for activities will be on the agenda.

The meeting is being organized 
by the Big Timber Woman’s Club 
Centennial Committee. That com
mittee, and the Woman's Club as a 
whole, are acting as the coordi
nator’s of the community’s Cen
tennial events. Everyone in the 
community, both individuals and 
groups, are urged to pursue their 
own Centennial plans

It is hoped representatives from 
the various local organizations as 
well as any interested persons will 
come to Monday’s meeting

The map shows 
the proposed 

changes in 
House District 81 

& 82 (formerly 
District 73 & 74) 
now represented 
by Orval Ellison 

(73) and Jack 
Yardley (74).

MCLEOD STUDENTS RAISE $800
The Meadow Gold Bobcat- 

Grizzly basketball shootout for 
Easter Seals was held at the Mo- 
Leod School on Tuesday, January 
18th. The students, who have been 
collecting pledges for the last two 
weeks, held the shootout on the 
school’s new basketball court do

nated last year by the Duane Longs.
The four McLeod School stu

dents participating - Don Christie, 
Heather Long Richard Christie, 
and Julie SchiefTert, raisedS799.82 
for the charity. Each will get a t- 
shirt for raising at least a S30 
pledge. The least amount contri

buted by one individual was S69.
The students each shot for 3 

minutes with the number of baskets 
ranging from 28 to 33. The state
wide winners of the Meadow Gold 
Shootout will go to the Bobcat- 
Grizzly game in Missoula along 
with the parents, coach and guests.

Vietnam 
Veteran 

Presentation 
At Legion January 31

VETS, FAMILIES 
lr FRIENDS 

INVITED
Steve Tice and Ken Selby of the 

Vietnam Vet Center in Billings, will 
make a presentation on "The Viet- 
nniii Veteran Hvfiertence" on Mon
day, January 31st at 7:00 p m  in 
the American Legion Hall in Big 
Timber.

Both Tice and Selby are Vietnam 
combat veterans and have been with 
the Outreach Program a national 
network of readjustment counseling 
centers for Vietnam era veterans, 
since its inception in early 1980. 
The focus of the presentation will be 
on understanding the uniqueness of 
the Vietnam War and homecoming 
and the subsequent cITcct on the 
veteran and those who share his or 
her life.

The program will deal with stress 
and coping especially coping with 
extreme kinds of stresses found in 
combat, and their relationship to the 
Veteran’s current life situation. The 
talk will be followed by an open 
audience discussion.

Tice and Selby encourage Viet
nam veterans, their families and 
friends, and all other members of 
the community to attend the free 
program

For further information, contact 
Steve Aller at 932-3356 or contact 
the Vet Center in Billings at 657- 
6071.

Sheriff George 
T. Young 

Murdered By 
Transient At 
Springdale 

Depot
R«print«d from tho Big 
Timber Pionoor Qoldon 
Jubiloo edition, November 
30,1039

The murder of Sheriff George T. 
Young of Park county, and critical 
wounding of Under Sheriff Frank 
Belter at Springdale, November 9, 
1900, is well remembered by all 
residents of this section still living

An unknown hobo traveling from 
Butte east, killed another occupant 
of the freight at Logan, Gallatin 
county, and made a getaway. Dur
ing the afternoon of the day follow
ing the Logan killing a stranger 
showed up at the pump station at 
Springdale, then operated by Wil
liam Gregory, deceased His hand 
had been injured and Gregory fur
nished him waste, used to wipe 
machinery, to bathe his hand Part 
of the afternoon he spent in the 
waiting room of the station, taking 
short naps with his face covered 
with a newspaper.

About 5 p m  Sheriff Young re
ceived a wire from Sheriff Fran- 
sham of Bozeman that the man he 
wantedwaa arouod.Sprinfdale, Sta
tion Agent John Carney having no
tified the Bozeman sheriff to that 
effect. Young and Beller left Living
ston, coming down the old Convict 
grade highway, and reached 
Springdale after dark. Beller went 
inside, where W.D. Ellis, John B. 
Wood Charley Mendenhall and 
others who had been loading cattle 
were resting

Sheriff Young went to the living 
apartment at the west end of the 
depot, where the Carney family 
resided Agent Carney went out, 
looked around and saw the man 
standing in front of the bay window 
in which the operator handled the 
telegraph keys, returned and noti
fied Sheriff Young who jumped 
from the side door of the freight- 
house to the platform just as Beller 
came out of the waiting room door, 
into darkness, with a gun. He was 
the man the hobo had been waiting 
for. The hobo fired, Beller receiving 
a bullet through the lung which was 
afterward taken out, butt end to, by 
Dr. R.D. Alton of Livingston. 
Young grappled with the man and 
the two went round and round until 
a bullet from the hobo’s gun pierced 
the sheriffs heart and instantly 
killed him

A special train then took the body 
and Beller to Livingston, where the 
latter lay in a sick bed for weeks, 
Deputy SherifT George Woodham 
doing the duties of the office to 
which the commissioners had 
named Beller for the balance of the 
term about six weeks.

Posses were then organzied in 
every direction, east and west 
Sheriff A-T.(Tode) Kellogg started 
west, one from Livingston east 
Near the Kellogg ranch a shot was 
fired by the Livingston bunch, the 
late W. W. ( Bill) Corson went to the 
ground shouting “  Tm shot” It was 
shock, not shot that sent Bill down.

Later a report came that the man 
had been seen near Reed Point, 
presumably headed toward the 
Hole In the Wall of Wyoming then 
a rendezvous for outlaws.

However no trace was found of 
the man. Several years after, he 
was reported in custody in Iowa. 
Agent Carney and Charley Men
denhall went there to identify him as 
the wanted, but were unable to do 
so.

Beller probably had the right 
theory that the murderer, knowing 
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