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MEETINGS IN BIG 
TIMBER, HELENA 

ADDRESS 
ACCESSIBILITY

The initial question is, “ Who 
owns the stream bed?” From there 
the discussion flows.

Controversy has been stimulated 
in recent months over Helena Dis
trict Judge Gordon Bennett’s ruling 
“ A Montana stream is navigable 
and accessible for recreational pur
poses over so much of its entire 
course as is navigable by recre
ational craft at any given time.” 
Basically, the decision means that 
ranchers and land owners must 
allow the public access to navigable 
streams and adjacent lands. Indi
vidual owners and agricultural 
groups are outraged by the impli
cations of this turn of events.

A Martinsdale rancher and legis
lator Jack Galt has introduced two 
bills to the Montana Senate addres
sing this situation SB347 states a 
prescriptive easement (the right to 
use another’s property) cannot be 
acquired by recreational use. The 
second bill, SB348, amends the 
definition of “ navigable stream” .

SB348, if made law, would de-

termine a stream is navigable if it 
was navigable on November 8, 
1889 and used as a highway for 
commerce, trade, and travel. Peri
odic use of a stream for floating logs, 
or use of a stream for Ashing float
ing or any other recreational use, 
would not make it navigable, the 
proposal states

Sportsmens’ groups plus the 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
Department are also very interested 
in the fate of these bills

A meeting in Big Timber to dis
seminate information and answer 
questions is planned for this Friday 
afternoon, February 11, beginning 
at3:30 in the courthouse. It is hoped 
all interested persons will attend.

A Senate Judiciary Committee 
hearing will be held on these two 
pieces of legislation in Helena on 
February 16. This session will be
gin atl0:00 tm . in Room 325 in the 
Capitol Building It is again desir
able that as many local residents as 
possible attend this important hear
ing

JIM  GRAHAM INDUCTED IN  
U OF M BASKETBALL HALL 

OF FAME
James P. Graham, teacher at 

SGHS will be.accorded the honor 
of being inducted into the Univer
sity of Montana Basketball Hall of 
Fame.

“ The Basketball Hall of Fame is 
composed of the finest players ever 
at the University in the sport of 
basketball and you are joining an 
elite group,” the announcing letter 
said “ Your contribution to our bas
ketball team, and our success in 
basketball during your playing 
years at Montana is very much 
appreciated and the University is 
pleased you have been nominated 
for this honor.”

Two men, Graham and Ron Sel- 
vig will be inducted in a pre-game 
ceremony on February 19.

Graham has been a teacher of 
office practices and business at 
SGHS since 1955. He graduated 
from the University of Montana in 
1951 and spent four years in the

JIM GRAHAM

service.
Jim and his wife Joyce have two 

sons, Jim and Jay, and a daughter, 
Kathy, plus a grandson Jeff and 
daughter-in-law, Karen

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY

75"o t/tc  One I  L o \Ie -

Jlnd\ none Inis filled lliis hearl o f  mine. 
jG>ih'c //<>// ///// oton dear Uileniinc

. JHIS EARLY 1900 VALENTINE, COMES FROM THE 
FAMILY COLLECTION OF LOLA DEVENNY.

LEW IS & CLARK PLACQ UE  

TO BE M OVED TO PARK
George Lamach of the Pioneer 

Society asked the City Council 
Monday night for permission to 
place a placque commemorating the 
passing here of Lewis and Clark and 
their Indian guide, Sacajawca and 
her two small daughters in 1806. 
They camped I mile north of the 
present site of Big Timber in that 
year.

The placque, which was original
ly erected in 1945, was removed to 
the garage of the County Agent 
when it became loose on its hinges

and neighbors complained of the 
noise

Lamach said the Pioneer Society 
would like to recondition the sign 
and* place it in the City Park. A 
motion to that cflcct was made by 
Councilman Ken Conner and sec
onded by Jack Altimus and passed 
unanimously. The motion also 
stipulated the City would make its 
equipment available to move the 
placque, which is installed on a 
large boulder weighing upwards of2 
tons, to its new home.

BONNIE CONNOR, dressed as Mrs Bigaround for the Woman's Club Play “The Merry Pranks of Tyll". shakes her 
finger at the kitchen girl played by Jane Lowry Three presentations will be held next week at the BTGS Gym

SG COUNTY 
PRISONERS TO BE 
KEPT IN PARK CO.

JAIL
District Court Judge Byron Robb 

signed a court order the end of 
January saying any Sweet Grass 
County prisoners being incarcer
ated for more than seventy-two 
hours will be confined in the Park 
County jaiL

This has been more or less the 
policy recently, local Sheriff Svend 
Mauland said Monday, but the 
court order makes it officiaL

Citing the age of the Big Timber 
facility, plus the lack of ability to 
separate adult from juvenile prison
ers or males from females, the Mo
tion was taken by Robb.

Park County has been charging 
Sweet Grass County $10 a day for 
keeping our prisoners. Men incar
cerated here usually cost the county 
between $4.00 and $4.50 a day for 
two meals.

PROSPECTS 
FOR PGM 

MINE HERE 
LOOK BLEAK
$50 MILLION MORE 

NEEDED TO  GO IN 
THIS SIDE

Stillwater PGM Resources Pro
ject Manager Joe Dewey told the 
Big Timber Lion’s Club talks be
tween his company and Arco are 
still going on, although the progress 
is slow. Dewey said at the February 
I meeting both companies are 
standing firm on what each wants, 
which has caused negotiations to go 
slowly.

Dewey told the group it would 
take an estimated $50 million more 
to extract minerals from the Stiff- 
water Complex through Sweet 
Grass County than if a mine were 
opened on the Stillwater side. He 
also noted if mining were to com
mence on the Stillwater side, it 
would take 20 years before minerals 
would be extracted from within this 
county.

Dewey looks for the Big Timber 
PGM office to remain open for 
another one to two years, at least If 
his company would decide to go 
forth with a mine in Sweet Grass 
County, there would be a two year 
delay from the existing schedule 
before production could begin. But 
according to the Project Manager, 
the only way a mine might be de
veloped on this side by PGM would 
be if talks with Anaconda were 
terminated

The price of platinum has im
proved recently, and the price for 
palladium has considerably in
creased with more of a demand for 
this precious metal on the world 
market than has been seen in the 
past

COUNCIL STILL 
DEBATING SOLID 

WASTE IDEAS
Councilman Vince Kunda raised 

the question of the Solid Waste 
Task Force Committee’s recom
mendation that the City apply for 
state funds currently available to 
towns seeking alternative solutions 
to the disposing of solid waste at 
Monday night’s Council meeting 

Although Kunda was appointed 
to the Task Force nearly a year ago 
with the express intent of seeking 
alternatives to the City’s landfill, 
and although the County Commis
sioners and the Task Force unani
mously passed a recommendation 
to have a preliminary study con
ducted hoping for the cooperation 
of the City, to dale no action has 
been taken by the CounciL 

Kunda presented four completed 
studies prepared by" the , firm 'o f  
Peccia and Associates for other 
towns to the Council for their pe- 
rusaL

In the spplication for the state 
grant for the study, it is stipulated 
that after the completion of the 
study the City will make a good faith 
effort to implement the plan seleo- 
ted when and if it becomes eco
nomically feasible to do sa 

Councilman Conner was most 
vociferous in referring to the pro
spective engineers and termed the 
fees charge by engineering firms as 
"highway robbery!’’

Kunda asked if a clarification of 
the wording of the state application 
would ease Conner and Altimus’s 
misgivings. Both responded affirm
atively. Altimus and Conner also 
felt that Councilman Gaylord Ol
sen should be present for the vote 
and the business was once again 
tabled until the next meeting 

Time is a factor in this matter 
since available funds for these 
studies arc likely to be used up by 
July.

GREEN MONSTER 
ARRIVES IN TOWN

This door, dubbed “ The Green 
Monster’’, arrived at the Timber 
Trippers square dance a couple of 
weeks ago via three couples from 
Lcwistown.

The Valley Squares of Astoria, 
Oregon, started it on it’s way in 
1961 and it has been traveling ever 
since from one square dance club to 
another all over Oregon, Washing
ton, British Columbia, Alberta, 
Idaho and Montana

Along the way it has picked up 
various mementos so that both sides 
are fairly well-covered Some of the 
items are a boat, a corset, a moose 
hoof, a bam door hinge, a peace 
pipe, a bra, and a pair of polka dot 
shorts. The door is hinged so it can 
easily be put into a car.

Saturday evening several Timber 
Trippers hauled the Green Monster 
to Bozeman to the Hill Top Hoe- 
downer’s open dance. So now it is 
their responsibility to pass it on to 
another clubi Hopefully it will get 
back to Astoria, Oregon, before the 
hinges and the souvenirs fail off.


