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Big Timber 
may get new 
Fish Hatchery

Dept, of F.W. A P. requests 
$500,000 from legislature

Last Thursday evening the Joint 
House/ Senate Longrange Finance 
Committee heard a presentation 
from the Department of Fish Wild
life mid Parks requesting funding for 
a new hatchery facility at Big Tim
ber.

This project, ranked as the 
second most important project for 
the Department would include, if 
approved, a new enlarged building 
double the number of runs and an 
expanded water supply.

The proposed project would cost 
in the neighborhood of $500,000 
and would be funded by bonds re
payable by license fees. The Big 
Timber hatchery is more than 60 
years old and is the only source for 
the famed fighting Yellowstone Cut
throat Trout The existing facility is 
in poor condition and Hatchery 
Supervisor Thurston Dotson 
among others, fears that the build
ing could collapse under abnormal
ly heavy spring snows.

Testifying at the hearing was 
City/County Planner Andy Epple. 
He presented letters supporting the 
proposed new hatchery from the 
Sweet Grass County Commission
ers, the Big Timber City Council 
and the Big Timber Chamber of 
Commerce.

Outdoor sports enthusiast and 
writer Bill Bigelow also testified on 
behalf of the project

If approved, the new construction 
would begin as soon after July 1983 
as possible with completion hope
fully in 1984. The production of the 
hatchery would be doubled and no 
new employees would be required 
as a result of new facilities and 
better handling techniques that 
would be available then.

The original hatchery was bought 
and paid for by interested Big Tim
ber sportsmen around 1920 or 
1921. The cost was $ 1,000.00. The 
hatchery was then given to the then 
Department of Fish and Game and 
has been operated under their juris
diction ever since. The product of 
the hatchery is planted every year in 
mostly the high mountain lakes of 
the Absaroka-Bcartooths and other

tuntain ranges in the state.

William Whitfield formed a company in 1901 and built Big Timber’s 
first woolen mill in Montana. Some of the finest all-wool blankets were 
made here and sold quickly.

R epublicans host 
L incoln Day d in n er
Ed Argenbright, State Superin

tendent of Public Instruction and 
former BTGS superintendent was 
the featured speaker at the annual 
Lincoln Day dinner last Sunday 
sponsored by the Republican Cen
tral Committee of Sweet Grass 
County. Marilyn Grosfield played 
electronic organ in the before-din
ner hour and she and Doris Man- 
land, in Centennial dress, offered a 
short program of patriotic tunes.

Orval Ellison, representative of 
our district, reported on the hear
ings and progress of bills in the 
legislature.

Addressing education, Supt Ar
genbright stressed the importance of 
schools, facing decreases in fund
ing, getting the most for their 
money. There is a task force review-

Norwegian exchange student 
enjoys Montana life.

Trygve Pederson

By LUCILLE ANDERSON
Time flics by for a young Nor

wegian student who is spending a 
year in Montana and attending 
Sweet Grass County High SchooL

Seventeen year old Trygve 
Pedersen was bom in Stavanger, a 
city of 95,000 on the southwest 
coast of Norway, January 15,
1966. Stavanger is the center of the 
Norwegian oil industry and many 
Americans who arc associated with 
the industry live there. His parents 
arc Bjame and Judith Pedersen. 
Bjame is a purchase manager a t the 
shipyards, Judith is a sales repre
sentative for a chocolate firm. A 
brother Bjom is a sergeant in the 
Royal Norwegian Air Force and his 
sister Sisscl goes to commercial 
school and works part time in a 
perfumery.

Trygve’s host family is Mr and 
Mrs. Ben Green and children Jeff, 
Jcnicc and Kristen Trygve fondly 
includes the grandmother, Mrs. 
Mabel Grosfield. as a part of the 
host family.

Having completed the compul
sory nine year school at Goscn Skol 
with all the required subjects which 
include English, beginning in the 
4 th grade and German or French in 
the 8 th grade, Trygve was eligible to 
be selected for the American Scan

dinavian Student Exchange. This is 
a non-profit organization supported 
by the Swedish Government. Scan
dinavian students can come to the 
USA for a year of study or 8 week 
tour to get acquainted with the 
country and its culture Americans 
can go to Scandinavian countries in 
the same way. The emigration 
laws require they return at the end of 
the year and they cannot continue 
school in the US before 1985.

His application was a personal 
essay which described his life, his 
‘family, his hobbies and interests 
and why he would like to come to 
the US.

His favorite subject is language 
but music is his favorite hobby. He 
has played a clarinet for six years 
and in his9 th year he was a member 
of a band called Samvcrkcndcs 
Symphonic band. It was with this 
band he had a fantastic three week 
tour to the US where the band 
played in New York, Chicago and 
Florida. The group also made a trip 
to Scotland as well as visiting many 
towns in Norway. Band practice is 
not a part of the school program. 
Practice is from 6:30 to 8:30 two 
nights each week. To go on tour the 
members must cam their own ex
pense money. This was done by 
collecting bottles, selling Christmas

trees and bird seed and a band 
lottery. The trip is a reward for 
diligent work. At SGHS he sings in 
the chorus, plays the clarinet in the 
band and the saxophone in stage 
band.

Other hobbies inlcudc skiing and 
boxing and telling Norwegian-Swe
dish jokes.

Trygve has really enjoyed his 
stay here for there is always so 
much to da  He has enjoyed attend
ing high school. He likes his teach
ers and fellow students. His favorite 
class is band. During the past six 
months he has learned the language, 
learned to communicate and feels 5 
years older. He says you learn to 
know yourself when you have to 
solve your own problems — it’s a 
good way to grow up. He receives 
no school credits in Norway for this 
year but will enroll in a three year 
course in the fall. Trygve enjoys 
school.

His gracious host family has been 
a great factor in his happy and 
successful stay. He says he has not 
been lonesome but admits that a 
telephone conversation with his 
friend, an ASSE student in New 
Jersey, found them really making 
plans for their return to Stavanger in 
June.

ing the competencies in studies 
needed by high school graduates. In 
changing needs of educational sys
tems, Montana is one of five states 
leading in computer education and 
Montanans need to know the 
changes that need to be anticipated 
in going from an industrial to infor
mational culture.

Twenty-six percent of the popu
lation of Montana is either teaching 
or going to school and the obligation 
to that segment is great, according 
to Argenbright The governor's 
budget includes no increase in fund
ing from the foundation program but 
a hearing of the State Board of 
Education in Helena at which Ar
genbright will appear will provide 
an opportunity for petitioning a 
small increase.

Andy
Livingston
arrested
Sunday
Andy Livingston of Big Timber 

was arrested Sunday, February 13, 
1983 and brought before Justice of 
the Peace Dick McLccs. He has 
been charged with two counts of 
aggravated assault resulting from a 
domestic dispute, one which oo- 
currcd Sunday and one that occur
red February 21, 1982.

Justice McLccs set bond alS50, 
0Q0 and bound him over to District 
Court in Livingston. Judge Byron 
Robb reduced bond to $30,000. 

The investigation is continuing

(Big Timber Pioneer-April 1925)
Thirty-two years ago Sweet 

Grass county, then a part of Park 
county, had its first and only real 
train robbery. O f those who figured 
in the event at the time it occurred, 
only Fireman Alex Wilson and Al 
Harrison live to remember the main 
events.

On the evening of August 26, 
1893, the cast bound passenger, 
one of the only two through passen
ger trains the Northern Pacific 
boasted at that time, left Livingston 
at 6:40 p m  A stop was made at 
Grey Cliff, where the robbers evi
dently boarded the train. When 
about a mile east of that point 
Engineer John Brown heard a noise, 
turned and discovered he was look
ing into the muzzle of a six shooter. 
Another man was covering Fireman 
Alex Wilson. One robber com
manded: “ We want you to run this 
train just as directed. Run it to a 
point where you see a signal light 
and stop and God help you if you 
refuse.” Engineer Brown gladly 
complied with the command and 
continued oa After running a short 
distance Wilson asked to throw 
some coal into the furnace as the fire 
was running low. A consultation 
was held and permission was given.

one robber covering him with a gun 
while he worked. Just below Reed 
Point Brown saw a lighted lantern 
and halted the train The lantern 
was extinguished and thrown into 
the brush, and three other men 
appeared. Brown and Wilson were 
then marched ahead of the five men 
to the express car and Wilson was 
told to open it with the pick. How
ever, the messenger, who had 
smelled a mouse, opened the door 
The head brakeman of the train ran 
up at that time, but a volley of shots 
into the air started him at breakneck 
speed back to the darkness. After 
the express car was entered the 
messenger opened the way safe, 
containing only S52, the remainder 
having been secreted in merchan
dise before the door was opened. He 
was commended to open the 
through safe, of which he knew only 
the outside combination, and when 
Brown explained this to the robbers 
they passed that part of the robbery 
up after dynamite and tools had 
failed to open it

The next work was the tram and 
passengers. Brown, Wilson and the 
messenger were marched ahead to 
the rear sleeper, where Wilson was 
told to open the door. He rapped 
and a Pullman porter or someone

Train robbery adds color to pioneer days 
in county.

inside fired through the door, barely 
missing Wilson. Twenty or thirty 
shots were then fired into the car by 
the robbers, and the door flew open. 
The Pullman conductor and Con
ductor John M  Rapelje were then 
added to the chain gang of three, and 
a march through the train began. 
Many passengers had secreted their 
valuables, but about S I,000 was 
secured in watches, diamonds and 
currency. Rapelje lost an S80 gold 
watch and chain, charm andS60 in 
currency Disappointment at the 
smallness of the loot enraged one 
robber who began to curse, but the 
leader silenced him with a remark 
that no cursing was allowed in the 
presence of ladies. One lady pas
senger had a pretty diamond, but 
she put up such a pitiful plea about it 
being her engagement ring that it 
was not taken.

While the robbery was going o a  
the brakeman who had taken to his 
heels was busy. He ran back to 
Reed Point, where there was no 
operator, and met an cast bound 
stock traia The engineer took a 
siding cut his engine loose, ran 
back to Grey Cliff and notified 
Livingston and Billings. In the 
meantime the robbers had marched 
Brown and Wilson back to the en

gine, bade them goodbye, jumped 
their horses and crossed the Yel
lowstone. A special train left Liv
ingston with Shcnff Conrow, Sam 
Jackson and Al Harrisoa with 
horses. Another pulled out of Bil
lings with ShcnfT John Ramsay, 13 
men and horses The combined 
posse took up the trail where the 
robbers crossed the river and by 
Monday traced them about ten 
miles cast of Melville, their dcsb- 
nation evidently being the Little 
Belt mountains.

The third chapter had to do with a 
different territory and different men 
Sam Jacksoa who had left the 
Sheriffs office in Livingston in 
January of that year, was out of a 
job and the Northern Pacific en
gaged him. All trace of the men had 
been lost, but the general opinion 
was that they were somewhere in 
the western part of the state. Jack- 
son got his first tip at Augusta, the 
first week m October, from ShcnfT 
Charley Curtis of Helena, and 
found that the men had been at 
B ard 's ranch, on Sun River, 28 
miles from Augusta, on horseback. 
He followed the bail from there to 
the Picgan Indian agency, where he 
was informed by Capt Cook, agent, 
that the men had been driven from

I

the reservation two weeks before. 
From that point J ackson went to the 
Blackfoot agency, where he met a 
friend who told him the men were at 
Whisky Gap, one mile from the 
Canadian line. Jackson immedi
ately went there and got a real clue. 
Henry Schubert, a restaurant maa 
and desenbed later by Jackson as 
having as much “ guts" as any man 
he had ever knowa ofTcrcd to join 
Jackson. While they were talking 
the three robbers rode down the 
street and on through the towa 
Jackson and Schubert had only six 
shooters so started nothing A 
question of assistance then came 
up, Schubert offering to go to the 
agency for Indian police. Jackson 
protested that the Indians lacked 
nerve, but it was the only alternative 
and Schubert went after assistance 
Later he returned with Little Dog 
Wade-In-The-Water, Little Plume, 
Pete Champinc and Duck Head 
An Indian who had been delegated 
to trail the men after they had 
passed through town returned and 
stated that they were in camp at 
Midvale. 25 miles away, and Jack- 
son and Schubert and the Indian 
police started for that point. When 
they arrived they found the men in a 
cabia Jackson asked the Indians if

they would stand under fire. The 
Indians held a pow wow and shot 
the same query back to Jacksoa 
After a parley it was decided to 
advance on the cabia Jack Chip- 
man came out the door, saw the men 
advancing and opened fire. Duck 
Head got the first shot in the shouf 
dcr and his Indian companions hit 
the trail for the agency. Jackson 
jumped behind a tree and warned 
Schubert to get under cover. An
other fusillade of shots and Schu
bert fell mortally wounded. At I 
o’clock the robbers left the cabin for 
Summit, a Great Northern station 
on top of the Rocky mountaia 
Jackson took Schubert into town 
where he died that evening At 
Summit, Jacksoa Sheriff Curtis of 
Lewis and Clark, Sheriff Joe Gag- 
ner of Kalispcll and Capt Cook 
took a trail leading toward Java, 
another station At that point Gag- 
ner. Judge o‘Donnell and Harry 
Chambers met three men coming up 
the railroad track The men opened 
fire and the officers returned it 
Chipman fell dead and Shermer 
went down with a bullet in his right 
thigh, dying the following Sunday. 
The third man surrendered and was 
handcuffed. The next m aa and the

Continued on page 9


