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HERDERS HEAD FOR STATE!
W IFE DROPS 

CH ARGES  
AGAIN ST  

LIVINGSTON
JUDGE TAKES CASE 

UNDER ADVISEMENT
County Attorney Tom  Biglen 

filed a motion to dismiss charges of 
two counts o f aggravated assault 
against Andrew Livingston o f Big 
Timber in District Court here 
Tuesday afternoon. The charges 
had originally been brought against 
the defendant by his wife, Diane 
Livingston.

There was no objection to this 
motion, and Judge Byron Robb took 
the matter under advisement 
Charges against Livingston remain 
filed and pending at the present 
time.

Appearing before Judge Robb, 
Mrs. Livingston indicated she 
would not testify against her hus
band by verifying statements she 
gave to the Sweet Grass County 
Sheriffs Department on February 
13 th of this year.

On that date Mrs. Livingston 
gave a notorized interview to 
Undersheriff George Ames desrib- 
cribing an alleged assault against 
her by her husband 

On Feh. 15 th, Mrs. Livingston 
signed another statement witnessed 
by Sheriff Svend Mauland and 
Department employee Dorothy

When questioned by Judge Robb 
as to whether she did wish to drop 
the charges against her husband, 
Mr- Livingston replied aifirmative- 
s, Ashed by Robb, “ Did he shoot 
-  , she answered “ It was an

... ¡unL”
Jl-ns-V continued, “ Were you 

ibi-sa; ed and menaced with a 
Avxxkn stool?" Mrs. Livingston 
•*zli i.V to answer “ W as your 

s. hL* * * -«accurate'’"  the Judge 
o ir '.s," she replied

•si. • < to another portion of
M r . ¿«¿tons February state
ment ivs iv .ite  asked “ Did he bit 
you«1 tr,. ail pitched? W as your 
statement «..correct?”

“ N<\” *e answered, “ it is 
coticeL

“ On t- • * ccasion did he
strike vo ishl'g’.it?” Robb
said "Yv .tes an accident,"

‘‘HAPPY JA C K ” A LD R IC H  WAS COLORFUL CHARACTER

E E  Aldrich was bom in Iowa in 
1841. Having a sister in California 
and two brothers in Oregon, he 
came west at an early age.

In 1873 he and Charlie Cottle 
made the trip from Nevada City, 
California, to Oregon with W.F. 
McLeod, driving a herd of horses 
and cattle for him. They were five 
months on the trip, with wagons and 
stock, and the weather was cold 
when they arrived at their desti
nation near Fort Harney in the heart 
of Indian country, where frequent 
Indian uprisings made several hasty 
trip« to the safety of the fort neces
sary. Happy and Cottle were en
gaged in some of these skirmishes, 
several settlers being killed and 
stock run off Happy’s brother and 
family being victims of one such 
occasion The Indians had captured 
the brother’s wife and baby and 
pinned them to the ground with a 
stake driven through both. The 
father was killed while trying to save 
his wife and child. This act so filled 
Happy with an implacable hate that 
thereafter he never missed a chance 
for revenge on an Indian

Prior to this trip with McLeod, 
Happy had made three trips from 
California driving cattle, once from 
Sacramento. In 1881 he and Char
lie Cottle accompanied Mr. Mc
Leod to Montana helping him drive 
his stock, which comprised two 
hundred head of horses and one 
hundred twenty-ftv* head of cattle. 
This part of the country was then 
Indian reservation and McLeod had 
to gel a permit from the Indian agent 
to cross. In 1882 the Boulder coun
try was ceded by the Crows to the 
government, and Happy Jack was 
one of the first settlers.

In 1884 he and William Pruitt 
punched cows for the Flowerce and 
Lowery cattle outfit of Helena, 
Montana, known as the“ 22” . Their 
ranch was on the Sweet Grass, 
about five miles from Melville, on 
the Glasston-Melville road During 
the hard winter of 1886-1887, they 
lost practically all of a herd of five 
thousand cattle they had just 
brought ia  This was where Happy 
became acquainted with Pruitt 
During this winter Happv wintered

above where Brownlee now is lo
cated The snow was deep and 
crusted so hard that on one occasion 
Happy rode horseback to Big Tim
ber all the way on top of the snow.

In 1887 Happy Jack was with the 
“ 79“ outfit in the Lake Basin coun
try. It was during that year that he 
lost toes from both feet He had 
gone to town for provisions for the 
“ 79” . As he was returning home, a 
heavy rain fell, followed by snow, 
then bitter cold When he reached 
the ” 70“ ranch his feet wouldn’t 
work and a doctor was called His 
feet were frozen, and all the toes on 
me foot and part of those on the 
)ther had to be amputated

After leaving the “ 79” outfit.

Happy came to the Boulder and 
located a claim on Cherry Creek 
and built a cabin. Here he ranched 
and followed the occupation of 
cowboy for may years, riding for 
Charles Cottle and the late Mar
shall King the latter foreman of the 
W.D. Ellis cattle herds.

Happy Jack was known through
out the Boulder Valley for his kind
ness and generosity. He shared any
thing he had with anyone in need 
and the neighbors and old settlers of 
that vicinity could tell sufficient of 
his acts of charity and goodness to 
fill a book. He greatly enjoyed rais
ing a good garden, then giving it 
away. He loved children and the 
more he had around him the happier

he seemed to be He particularly 
seemed to adopt the A1 McCombs 
as his family.

He sold his ranch in 1925 to 
Robert Brownlee Later he made his 
home at the Willard McComb 
ranch across the Boulder and below 
the Loasby place His morning 
meals had been prepared at the 
bunk house where he lived, and his 
noon and evening meals taken at the 
McComb home Wednesday after
noon, November 2, he assisted 
Mrs. McComb in gathering pota
toes The following day he did not 
come for dinner at the regular time, 
so at one o’clock Mrs. McComb 
went to the bunk house to investi
gate When she opened the door she 
noticed that he had passed away 
sometime during the night without a 
struggle

According to a report made when 
filing an application for an old age 
pension August 6, 1923, he was 
then seventy-two years of age, and 
at that time had a sister in California 
and two brothers in Oregon.

He was buried Saturday, N o
vembers, 1927, from the Patterson 
ChapeL He was buried in Mountain 
View Cemetery.

The name ’ ‘ Happy Jack” came to 
the country with him, and many 
knew no other, a name lived up to 
the last Happy Jack ws also an old 
time fiddler.

On one occasion he was one of a 
party taking cattle through the Deer 
Creeks to deliver on the StHtwater.' 
Happy was scouting ahead watch
ing for Indians. He came back and 
reported “ all clear”  so they camped 
at the creek crossing. On their re
turn a week later Happy Jack pick
ed a campsite about a quarter of a 
mile down the creek, but the other 
men insisted on using the same 
campground they had used going 
over. Happy just rode on, turned his 
horse loose, and stretched out to 
rest with his head on his saddle. 
Soon the others came “ fogging” ia  
Happy barely opened his eyes, but 
said, “ Hclt, hch, l thought you’d be 
along pretty sooa” After they had 
started to make camp they had 
investigated a smell, and found 
three very dead Indians Happy had 
left there on their trip over.

NEWS
BRIEFS

O o M
A proposal to upgrade the Big 

Timber Fi«h Hatchery has received 
a unanimous “ do-pass” recom
mendation from the Joint House- 
Senate Longrange Finance Com
mittee and is now awaiting it’s final 
fate on the floor of the Montana 
Legislature.

Local manager Thurston Dotson 
is encouraged by the proposafs 
progress, which is rated number two 
priority in a list of four statewide 
projects.

If the Helena governmental body 
agrees, a new, enlarged building 
double the number of runs, and an 
expanded water supply would be 
constructed. The project would cost 
approximately $500,000 and 
would be funded by bonds repay
able by license fees. No new em
ployees at the hatchery would be 
added, but production there would 
double.

The proposal also received a 
unanimous favorable recommen
dation from the joint sub-committee 
before progressing to the full Fi
nance Committee.

P ie tu rM  and raelgM  
wa atla i

The Pioneer is still looking for 
oid-tima photographa and weigu  to 
be used in the weakly Cmttmmimt
feature* We’ve had many people
tell us they have old pictures tucked 
away in attics and basements. If you 
don't mind taking the time to dig 
them out, we’re sure our readers 
would enjoy them!

Tal«nt Show sponsor 
•ought

Help wanted: An organization or 
individual willing to organize and 
chairman the Sweet Grass County 
Talent Show held in connection 
with the County Fair.

Anyone interested in taking on 
this project is encouraged to contact 
Olaf Brckkc at the County Exten
sion office for more information and 
details.

Mrs. Livings,« . »esponded
“ Do you still wish to withdraw 

the charges?’ Robb questioned 
“ Yes,” was her reply.

Judge Robb stated he would take 
the matter under advisement and 
that the charges would remain filed 
and pending for the time being. He 
further directed Livingston be freed 
on his own recognizance without 
bond

Before court dismissaL Judge 
Robb again addressed the defen
dant’s wife. “ You have been unfair 
and inconsiderate of the Sheriff s 
office personnel and the County 
Attorney,” he said  “ You are not 
helping anyone by concealing what 
may be the truth.”

The Judge then directed Living
ston to sell some of his assets to pay 
the fees of his court- appointed attor
ney James Tulley.

Judge Robb indicated there may 
yet be a trial in this case.

HOW ABOUT 
YOU?

How about YOU running for 
school trustee? T o date, no one has 
filed for the positions open in the 
rural schools, at BTGS, or SGHS. 
And the deadline is one week from 
today, March 16.

At SGHS, trustees Jim Esp and 
Jim Schoiten have indicated they 
will not seek re-election.

Interested persons may pick up a 
nominating petition from the school 
clerk or the County Superinten
dent* s office in the Courthouse.

GIRL SCOUTS NAME JENNY LEE 
GIBSON “CENTENNIAL BABY”

LITTLE PAMELA PURCELL, left, and Kristie Boysurn, right, 
had their picture taken in “old-time costume” during the Girl 
Scout’s Centennial Fair held last Saturday.

The Big Timber Girl Scouts 
ushered in Girl Scout Wcck( March 
6 - 12) by designating Jenny Lee 
Gibson, the first baby bom in the 
local hospital in 1983, as thc” Ccn- 
tcnnial Year Baby.” The presen
tation of a Girl Scout pin and a 
Centennial Baby dish was made to 
the young daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Gibson by Scout Leader 
Beth Haugc at the Centennial Fair

hosted by the organizaiton last 
Saturday.

Featured at the Fair, held at T&  
L Chevrolet, were displays of an
tique toys, artwork by the young 
girls depicting our community’s his
tory, a bake sale, guessing games, a 
ring toss and old time photograph 
poses. A Centennial Play and a 
Puppet Show was also presented

during die day’s activities by two ot 
the Scout troops.
A “ Guess the number of pennies 

in the jai” contest reward'd Tanya 
Ncvin with the closest guess and a 
candy bar. Tanya guessed both 115 
and 117 pennies, there were 116.

The Fair was termed a success by 
the leaders and proved to be fun for 
the girls.


