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TAX ON RANCH RESIDENCES GO UP 20%

BELEY SALOON WETTED BIG TIMBER’S 
WHISTLE FOR OVER QUARTER CENTURY

NO MORE 
DISCOUNT 
FOR LIVING 

OUTSIDE 
TOWN

The increase may be so slight you 
won’t notice it, but the twenty per
cent reduction formerly noted on 
ranch residences will be absent 
when you receive your tax notice 
this year.

In the past, taxpayers living out 
from town in Sweet Grass County 
have been given a 20 percent dis
count on the appraised value of their 
country homes. The rationale for 
this was that those living away from 
town services have added traveling 
expenses.

Randy Wilke of the Department 
of Revenue explained his agency 
can no longer justify this reduction 
in most cases and suggests the per
centage be dropped Wilke also 
noted it is up to the individual 
appraisers serving the state to de
termine what, if any, personal situ
ation would warrant the reductioa

Appraisers serving Sweet Grass 
County, who are based out of Liv
ingston and also cover Park Coun
ty, will not give the reduction to any 
taxpayer in this two-county area 
. Another index -alio-now. being- 

removed from tax papers is the 
discount formerly given to com
muter residents. That included per
sons living outside of city limits who 
drive in for work.

A taxpayer not agreeing with this 
change may contact the appraiser or 
present his case to the local Board of 
Appeals and then the State.

The picture above is of the bar 
that was originally in the building 
adjoining the Patterson store at the 
end of McLeod Street Today the 
structure, which is north of the 
Moose Hall, is empty and for sale, 
most recently the past locations of 
Boulder Gardens flower shop and 
an outfitting supply store.

Mrs. Lena Duncan, oldest 
daughter of Louis Beley, proprietor

contributed this photo and a brief 
history for publication. The Beley 
Saloon building was the property of 
the Schlitz Brewing Company of 
Milwaukee when it was raised in the 
summer of 1905.

According to Mrs. Duncan, “ The 
business was owned by Frank Beley 
of Livingston and F. Paluntik and 
was first established in 1895. It was 
called the North End Saloon Frank 
Beley eventually became the owner

and sold the business to his nephew, 
Louis Beley, who became the sole 
owner of the Saloon and the build
ing erected in 1905. The name was 
changed to "The Big Timber Lum
ber Company" and Louis Beley ran 
it until prohibition days."

Mrs. Duncan says the picture is 
dated 1910. Louis Beley is in back 
of the bar, and Alfred George is 
pictured in the Derby hat and vest 
M rs George was the barber at that

location as long as the business 
existed.

The man who has on the apron 
could be A L  Bray, who owned a 
butcher shop here, Mrs. Duncan 
noted

The clock, the stein, the back bar, 
the mirror, and the deer and bob 
cats arc still in the Beley family. The 
cash register was also until recently.

Photographers of this picture 
were Stcnton and Graham.

NO COMMUNITY INTEREST IN PLANNING WORKSHOP
One person besides a Pioneer 

reporter attended a workshop held 
March 7 to discuss the proposed 
"Development Regulations of 
Sweet Grass County". Public of
ficials who hosted the meeting 
included the County Planning 
Board Planner Andy Epple, Com
missioner Bjarne BjomdaL A pri
vate planning consultant hired by 
the local board to help prepare the 
draft, Jim Richards, also attended 

The purpose of the gathering was

to explain the proposed county
wide permit system After some 
refinements brought up at this 
workshop, the system will be pre
sented to the County Commission
ers for approval Before those three 
men take action, a public hearing on 
the subject will be held This pro
cess is expected to take place within 
the next few months.

Under the permit system the 
further a residential subdivision, 
commercial or industrial develop

ment is located irom the existing 
towns in this county, the more 
difficult it is to accumulate enough 
points to get approval for the pro
ject

The exception to this plan is 
agricultural development exclud
ing the start-up of any kind of 
commercial agricultural business. 
Ag buildings amVor improvements 
that would not change the existing 
use of the ag parcel would be 
exempt from the permit system

However, a rancher who divides 
a portion of land (under 160 acres) 
and builds a house there that is 
occupied by someone not employed 
on the ranch, must get a permit to do 
so.

There arc provisions m the plan 
that do not allow developments to 
interfere with agricultural opera
tions. One point brought up at the 
March meeting was that it would be 
possible for a rancher to construct a 
livestock operation, such as a pig

bam, ( providing it was not termed 
commercial) next to a residential 
subdivisioa There arc presently no 
provisions in the permit system to 
prohit this. Planning Board Chair
man Perry Anderson noted this 
situation would be discussed by the 
Board

Besides the “ Basic Standards" 
included in the plan (such as com
plying with existing state and local 
road grade, sewage disposal

Continued on page 2

BTGS
COMMEMORATES 

CENTENNIAL 
WITH SPECIAL 
WALL MURAL

ARTISTS ARE ASKED TO 
JOIN IN THE PROJECT

To commemorate this year* s cen
tennial the 8th graders at BTGS, 
with the help of local artists, will be 
painting a mural depicting the be
ginning of Big Timber.

A contest, open to all grade 
school students, was held earlier 
this year and four drawings or paint
ings were selected for use in the 
muraL Judges, Anne Overstreet, 
Byron Grosfleld and Susie Mos- 
ncss picked drawings done by Mrs. 
Jones’ 6th graders, Mrs. W oole/s 
5th graders and Mr. Schiele’s 8th 
graders os winners.

The mural will be a time-line 
from the explorer and trapper era to 
the beginning of the town It will be 
entitled “ Big Timber, the Begin
ning’’ and wilt include the logo, 
sheepmen, cattle, the railroad and 
the town

Since it will be more complicated 
than any of the other murals done at 
school so far, the 8 th graders will do 
the background and artists from the 
area arc invited to add the details. 
Hopefully it will turn out to be a 
learning experience^ for students as 
well as a lasting memorial to the 
school art teacher Bonnie Conner 
said

Any local artist is invited to make 
the town scene come alive with 
figures and wagons, and the hills 
abound with sheep, horses, cattle 
and wildlife. "W e need local artists 
to paint the explorers and Indians 
and hopefully each artist will sign 
the part she or he contributed", 
Mrs. Conner said

To make this project work, the 
combined efforts of many people 
arc needed

Mrs. Conner continued "This 
area is rich in generosity and long on 
artistic talent We invite anyone 
interested in helping out to call 
me at 932-2981 or the grade school 
office at 932-2986.

Mural ideas, which were sub
mitted by the grade school students, 
arc being displayed downtown in 
the lobby at Citizens Bank. Please 
take note of these as all entries were 
excellent

The newborn colt whinnied weakly, the sier~: 
s till rising from his w et body as he greeted the world at early 

morn. The mare, though exhausted, lifted  her head, 
slowly turned and softly replied. She sealed their bond

with a touch on the nose. 
Welcome Springtime! 

Welcome Life!


