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T his is the police force fo r the first Cremer Rodeo, August 1,1948, advertised as the “Biggest One-Day Show in the W orld and held 
in  Big T im ber. The photo  above, taken by FBI Agent Burleigh Allen, hangs in the Sheriffs office a t the Courthouse. Pictured from 
left to  right, to p  row, are: Roy Embry, Charles Fry, W.H. Osborne, E.C. Lowe, Arne Petaja. Bottom  Row: Norm an Hauge, Jo h n  
Boe, R.E. Lindgren, O.A. Fallang, Jr., Helge Sundby, and Ed Hower.

BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD
BTGS/SGHS LEVIES DEFEATED: SECOND ELECTION PROBABLY MAY 24

For the first time in the history of 
Big Timber, voters defeated the Big 
Timber Grade School and Sweet 
Grass County High School re
quested mill levy. Both requests, 
$104,300 for the elementary school 
and $196,000 for the high school, 
were disapproved at the April 5 
School Election.

A number of factors contributed 
to the defeat. Some voters remarked 
they felt higher taxes could not be 
supported in these troubled eco
nomic times. Others cited “ high 
teachers’ salaries” as their reason 
for voting no; a call to “ put a stop to 
escalating voted levies" was an
other reason given for the two issues 
going down.

BTGS and SGHS will hold an
other election on the mill levy re
quests. The trustees are required by 
law to wait a t least 40 days. Both 
schools have taikativeiy set the sec
ond election day as May 24.

The Boards are hopeful the Leg
islature will soon decide how much, 
if any, increase in School Founda
tion money they can expect to re
ceive during the 1983-’84 and 
1984-’85 school years. If the Foun
dation funds are more than was 
received this year, the requested 
levies will be less. The two levies 
defeated last week were based on 
the school receiving no increased 
funds for the state.

BTGS Superintendent Gary 
Harkness said Monday the Legisla
ture’s action will have a definite 
bearing aa hta school's budget and 
how much is requested in the eec-, 
ond election.

SGHS Principal Garret Franks 
stated this week, “ We are going to 
definitely have to cut some extra
curricular activities, even with a 
legislative increase.” Franks went 
on to say if the second levy request 
is defeated by voters, “ we’ll have a 
skeleton of a school - anything not 
required will go.”

The high school board will hold 
their regular monthly meeting to
night, April 13. At that time, a 
public date will be set for a meeting

to discuss what to do with the old 
high school building and to answer 
questions about the mill levy. That 
ma ajting.date, tiny and place will be 
announced a* soon as possible.

The SGHS trustees are expected 
to discuss possible budget cuts at 
the Wednesday meeting, but will 
most likely wait and see what the 
Legislature will do before a second 
mill levy is set.

By law, the trustees do not have 
to set the amount of the second levy 
until 20 days before the election.

The BTGS Board will meet on 
Thursday night, April 14. They will 
also discuss what action will next be 
taken, but no definite steps are ex
pected to be decided upon.

SOLUTION SOUGHT FOR INDUSTRIAL PARK-SHARPS PLANT SNAG

The Sweet Grass County Com
missioners and the Big Timber City 
Council will hold seperate special 
meetings today, April 13, to review 
and discuss the C Sharps Arms and 
Industrial Park situation.

A snag in the progression of plans 
to build the gun manufacturing plant

on the city’s now-being developed 
Industrial Park site became appar
ent several weeks ago. It was de
termined, because of the involve
ment of federal grant money in the 
project, workers constructing the 
plant would have to be paid by a 
specific wage scale. This scale is

higher than the going rate in Big 
Timber and resulted in an unexpec
ted increase of expenses for the 
Sharps company.

The Billings consulting firm con
tracted to secure the grant for the 
city ($334,000 has been earmarked 
for the Big Timber project) has been

working with C Sharps Arms repre
sentative John SchofTstall on an 
answer to the dilemma. The firm 
will be presenting their solution 
ideas to the Commissioners and 
Councilmen Wednesday.

The Commissioners will meet at 
4 00 p.m., the City Council at 7:30.

LIONS CLUB EGG HUNT DRAWS MANY SEEKERS
The spring snow held off until 

after the annual Lion’s Club Easter 
Egg Hunt held Sunday afternoon in 
Big Timber. Youngsters searched 
for the candy goodies at the Park

and football field, with cash prizes 
given for special eggs in all three age 
groups.

This year’s winners were: Pre
school through Kindergarten - 1st

prize for the gold egg (S3) Ben 
Krone; 2nd prize for the silver egg 
(S2) Patrick Chapel; 3rd prize for 
the blue egg (SI) Lathe Keith.

First and Second graders - 1st 
prize Wendy Taylor. 2nd prize

Chad Carlson, 3rd prize Jeremy 
Purcell.

Third through Fifth graders - 1st 
prize, Steve Brady; 2nd prize Renee 
Stewart, 3rd prize Mardi Fichtner.

THEY’RE ON THEIR WAY TO THE 
CENTENNIAL BALL

(See Pages 6 & 7 for Story and Pictures)

JULY 3 IS THE 
“BIG DAY”

NUMEROUS PLANS ALREADY 
IN WORKS FOR CELEBRATION

July 3rd promises to be a “ Big 
Day’’ in the history of this com
munity. T hat’s the day when Big 
Timber’s Centennial Celebration 
will come to a climax.

There has been some confusion 
as to what Centennial events will 
take place on July 3rd, and what will 
be held on the 4th. But as of this 
week, plans have been made to hold 
the activities listed below on July 
3rd, which is Sunday, and leave the 
4th open for family and individual 
plans.

July 3rd will begin with the Lions’ 
Club Chuckwagon Breakfast The 
traditional Independence Day 
Community Church Service will be

held in the City Park Sunday morn
ing, sponsored by the Ministerial 
Association. Following the church 
service, individual and organiza
tional booths will be set up in the 
Park, and concessions will be avail
able, including the Fireman’s Ham
burger Fry. In the early evening, the 
MSU “ Shakespeare in the Park" 
players will present a comedy play.

To top off* the day’s activities, a 
fireworks display will be staged at 
the Fairgrounds after dark.

Sounds like a fun-filled day! 
Watch The Pioneer and the Cen
tennial Calendar for more details 
and announcements as they de
velop.

CENTENNIAL MUSICAL 
NEEDS PARTICIPANTS

All musicians of Sweet Grass 
County are invited to participate in 
a community-wide Band and Chor
us Concert. They will combine to 
perform “ A Saga of Western 
America” conducted by Mr. John 
Novotny. This 35 minute produc
tion includes in its medley of W es
tern folk tunes, a narrator and a 
lively square dance.

This musical group will be com
posed of the High School Band and 
Chorus, the Big Timber 7th and 8th

grade Chorus, the Sweet Grass 
Community Band, members from 
Sweet Grass County Church and 
Community Chorus groups and 
anyone else who wishes to partici
pate.

Rehearsals will be held in the 
High School Music Room April 14, 
21 and 28, at 7:30 p.m. under the 
direction of Mr. Novotny, and per
formed on May 5th.

For further information, contact 
John Novotny, Jim Bratvold or 
David Roys.

BOULDERROADTO BE 
INSPECTED MAY 3

Don Fallang, engineer for the 
State Highway Department will be 
at the May 3 Lion's Club meeting to 
meet with members of that organi
zation and the pttblic before going 
on an inspection of the Boulder 
Road.

The County Commissioners 
have asked the state for funds to 
repair the road above the Natural

Bridge. Awarding of those monies 
will be based on input from Fallang.

It is hoped those attending the 
meeting, and Boulder Road resi
dents are especially invited, will be 
able to disseminate information to 
the engineer to help him evaluate 
the condition of the throughway.

The Lion’s meet at noon at Frye’s 
Cafe.

W ith the G old Egg - W endy Taylor Jerem y Purcell received a prize for finding a blue egg C had  Carlson found a Silver Egg


