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PIONEER VIEWPOINTS

WHO'S MARTHA TAYLOR?
It’s a dumb idea.
Several months ago the Big Timber City Council asked for 

suggestions on what to name the new street now being built at 
the Industrial Park cast o f town. There were numerous ideas, 

.1 but the most popular name by fa r  was “ Centennial” .
1' Monday night the Council almost approved naming the 

street Martha Taylor, after the first woman city councilman.
‘ Now, we have nothing against calling a street after a woman, 
or a councilman, but that certainly is not the most popular 
name on the list — most of us probably haven’t heard of 
M artha Taylor until now.

W hat we want to know is: why did the Council bother to 
ask us what we thought the street should be named if they 
weren’t going to take the consensus of the majority?!

YOUR PARTICIPATION IS 
NEEDED

Your participation is noodod
There are two meetings to be held in Big Timber next 

week. These are important meetings you should plan to 
attend.

On Monday evening 8:00 pan., at the Courthouse the 
County Commissioners will hold a  public hearing on whe
ther or not to enact a county-wide permit system. This 
system encompasses a  point scale and does much to  limit 
commercial and industrial development to certain areas of 
the county.

The system has received much publicity in the p a s t It’s 
important that the Commissioners hear from a large segment 
of the county’s population so they can assess what the 
majority wants. Come and give your views. Come and hear 
what others are saying

Tuesday night, again at 8:00 p m ,  in the high school a 
public meeting will be held on the SOHS 1983-84 budget. 
The mill levy has failed twice. O n July 7 voters will be asked 
to approve a $151,000 voted levy.

Information will be given. Questions may be asked. 
Tuesday’s meeting is essential to all who intend to vote.

Take part in these important community decisions, and be 
well informed. Come to the Monday and Tuesday night 
meetings.

FLAGS -  A THRILL 
TO VIEW

W e all agree.
The flags flying in Big Timber as part of the “ Honor 

America 21 D ay Salute”  are most impressive. Thanks to 
those who are making the extra effort to put out”  Old Glory” .

And if you don’t have your banner out yet, think what a 
“ whammo display” 100 percent flag flying in Big Timber 
would be!

LE TTE R TO TH E  EDITOR

Sentimental history
Ms. Beccy Oberly, Editor,

Hearty congratulations to you on your observance of the Big 
Timber Pioneer’s Centennial Year, 1983. I have happily been 
informed thereof by receiving a copy of the paper. It was sent to me 
by Wallace Johnson, a relative, who lives in S t Paul but in Big 
Timber in summer.

I was delighted to receive this special mail Attached to the paper 
was a clipping which startled me as I read it It was a Centennial 
Report entitled “ Sheep Raising Comes to the Big Timber Area". 
The story included the following- “ Later in 1883 the Halverson 
brothers brought sheep into the Big Timber area” . These Halver
son brothers had a sister who in years to come became my Mother. 
Hence, my identity is this, — that I am a niece to the late John, 
Jacob, and Daniel Halverson. My mother received a ticket from 
her brothers asking her to come from Sweden to Montana to keep 
house forthem. She came in 1879 at the age of 18 and remained 5 
years: When she returned to her home and her mother and to many 
her devoted fiance. It was 1884. My parents came to S t Paul in 
1888. - *

A granddaughter to the late John Halverson lives in California 
She is Mrs. John Clark, (Marjorie), 1536 Palais Road, Anaheim, 
CA 92802. She is deeply interested in Big Timber and would 
appreciate receiving any printed matter which refers to her 
grandfather. I wish I knew the date of the clipping I received. It tells 
of the wooL - • .

Pardon the length of my letter but I thought it my duty to inform 
you. Big Timber history will always remain sentimental history to 
me. I wish you continued commendable progress in years to come.

Very truly, yours, 
AnnHedman 
EvanstotylL

Is minimum education : 
enough?

Dear Editor, . .. s , ’
We go to the polls a third and final time July 7 to support or 

defeat the high school board’s request for the, number of mills 
necessary to raise $151,000 to help operate the school programs 
for another year. There were 408 who voted for the requested 
amount in the last election. I hope that group will vote“ yes" again 
I f  s the 408 who voted “ no” that Tm concerned a b o u t,

Tm left with the impression in recent weeks that those of you 
who intend to vote “ no” are voting against something else.

Perhaps you think that by voting “ no” you are letting the board 
“ know how I fee f  about the way it is handling its job, or, it will fire 
a couple of teachers because you voted “ no”, or it will hire a new 
administrator if the levy fails. Maybi it will tear down the NEW 
school'and move back up town

If your real grievance is that you think we are spending too much 
and offering too many classes for today’s student then that is an 
honest “ no” vote.

If your grievance is with the administrator, board or teachers, 
that should be settled in another way.

Teachers can be fired, administrators can be replaced and board 
members can be voted out

The question we have to decide July 7 is, do we want to continue 
to offer our students a broad educational experience or do we want 
a narrow-minded citizen to step into tomorrow’s jobs? Extra
curricular activities stimulate a student’s mind in a way no class 
room experience can and the few trips granted during the year help 
to confirm textbook facts.

You may not know that I have attended almost every high school 
board meeting for at least the last four years. I disagree with many 
board decisions, but this budget is not one of them.

I observed the board as it developed the budget and discussed its 
reason for adding or subtracting dollars from this or that area I 
have questioned the boards decision in some budget areas, but 
always got a satisfactory answer.

The board, in my opinion, is not asking for more money than is 
needed to operate the school and provide a staff to teach the 
curriculum and options now offered.

That curriculum outlined in recent ads in the paper show that this 
school is only offering slightly more than the MINIMUM state 
standards.

Based on the conditions of our world today, is it in our best 
interest to offer this generation a minimum high school education?

Just suppose today's student never lived beyond the county’s 
boundary lines. Would a minimum curriculum be enough for them, 
even into the 21st century?

Could our children, saddled with a minimum education, be able 
to carry out the responsibilities at the hospital, Pioneer Home, 
courthouse or schools when they fill job openings around the 
county?

These same students will eventually provide church and Sunday 
School leaders. Will our civic organizations function as well as 
they do now with leaders with a minimum education?

Without a broad education our leaders can’t lead effectively no 
matter where they eventually choose to live.

Today’s student may soon be your landlord, janitor, County 
Commissioner, carpenter, mechanic, fire chief irrigator, or am
bulance driver. He or she could be the one who will fence your 
property, vaccinate your calves, sell you insurance or tires and 
eventually a cemetery.plot..„ „ - .kJ, 4 v, „ . . • ,

Just think, they could even be elected to the school board.
I Sincerely,

Maggi Buttrell

Kind and good man
Dear Sirs:

1 have been shocked and saddened in recent days to learn that 
William Feldt had been murdered at his home in Big Timber in 
1976.

I was bom in Reed Point and grew up on a ranch in the Gibson 
country and from my earliest childhood on, I remember William 
Feldt as a kind, warm, and caring man. He was a guest in our home 
many many times and whenever my father needed help of any kind, 
William was there to lend a helping hand. He was patient in all 
things and I cannot remember him ever becoming angry at any 
time. In all of my visits to his home he was a gracious host and his 
house was spotlessly clean.

Although he is now gone from us, I am certain that the lives of all 
who knew him were enriched by this kind and good man. May he 
rest in peace.

Delbert L  Redland 
Phoenix, Arizona

Good representation
To the Editor.

Almost a year has passed since one of your native sons, Dan 
Nygaard of Big Timber, Montana, left to tour with the Up With 
People - Cast D. We thought maybe you would be interested in 
knowing how citizens in other states and countries feel about the 
students who perform with this group

We had the pleasure of hosting Cast D in our home town in 
November of’82 for three nights.* Upon going to the pick-up locale 
to meet the two young men who would be staying in our home, we 
were pleased to discover that they were so friendly that they didn’t 
seem like strangers at alL Almost instantly a bond of friendship was 
formed and hopefully it will last'foreveri Dan was surely a good 
representative of Montana as he showed us pictures of your 
beautiful land.

After having the pleasure of hosting our two* sons’, we were very 
sad to say goodbye Many of our local citizens expressed the same 
emotion, but had promises of keeping in touch with the people they 
had hosted I decided that we would never say goodbye to our new 
friends, so I called Tucson to obtain a schedule of their travels. 
This resulted in us traveling to Montvale, N.J. the week before 
Christmas, Monroe, MI the week after New Years, then Potomac, 
MD the end of February.

We flew to Rome, Italy to spend a little over a week with the cast 
and were thrilled to see how much the Italians loved the shows: 
Then it was on to Switzerland with the cast, and there top the 
people responded with warm enthusiasm to the Up With People 
cast It was a pleasure for us to see the bonding of friendships in a 
foreign land

The total experience we have enjoyed so immensely since we 
met these students is one that will never be forgottea We have 
made many new friends, traveled to Europe, and have developed an 
even deeper love for the young people of the world

We are extremely proud that we have four young people from 
our area who have joined Up With People for the 83/84 casts and 
we are now eager to be a part of their memory for a year that will be 
full cviots of hard work, little sleep irregular meals, but also will be 
one of many beautiful memories to savor for a lifetime.

Sincerely yours, 
Chuck and Muriel Daniels 

- Albion, New York
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Centennial

RANCH STYLE BAKED BEANS
(Perfect for Rodeo Weekend!) s

2 T. butter or margarine I lb. ground beef
1 envelope Lipton Onion Soup Mix 

2 1-lb. ran» pork Ic beans in tomato sauce 
11-lb. can kidney beans, drained 1 cup ketchup
1/2 cup cold water 2 T. prepared mustard

2 t. cider vinegar

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. In large skillet, melt 
butter or margarine and brown meat. Stir in soup 
mix, beans, ketchup, water, mustard and vinegar.

Pour into a 2)4 quart casserole or bean pot. Bake 
50-45 minutes until hot and bubbles. Makes 8 to 10 
servings.

Pharmacy
W a hav* your 

■um m or iw adel

PRESENTS THE CENTENNIAL RECIPE 
EACH WEEK AS PART OF OUR 

COMMUNITY’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

YARNS FROM THE 
YELLOWSTONE
M elville Rodeo  —  1933

(Part two)
By BYRON GROSFIELD

An enthusiastic crowd always cheered the contestants at the , 
Melville rodeos. In addition to the charming local lasses, the dude 
ranches brought in a lively contingent of girls. We local boys tried 
our best to impress them with our ability in the arena.

I remember some of the home town bronc riders: “ Ole Briner, 
Kermit Anderson, Lewis Brannin, Jess Langston, and Bud 
Reynolds. Ropers from the Melville Community that I recall were 
Paul and Spike Van Cleve, Bob Hart, and Leif Anderson Kenneth 
Fallang Marion McDowell, Ora Olson, and Clarence McMahon 
rode race horses. Local talent was plentiful at that lively show.

During this first rodeo, the riding attracted me and I came out on 
ten head in those two days. Five steers, two bareback horses, two 
saddle brones, and one exhibition horse. When getting off a 
bareback horse, the last ride of the last day, I missed my hold on the 
fence and came down hard

That night at the'dahee) I had 
place to bed down— I'd had about enough. I was so badly stove up i." 
that he had to pull my boots off! I couldn't make it Next day I was ** 
good as new— it didn't take long to heal up those days. It was lots 
of fun but looking back I might have been better off if someone had 
taken me down to the creek and tied my hands behind a tree.

A dance in the “ tin shed” put the finishing touches on each day’s ' 
festivities. The Melville saloon prevented anyone from drying up 
and blowing away. One could hear the dull roar from the bar a 
hundred yards away. It was all good-natured. Very seldom anyone 
wanted to fight or otherwise get out of line.

Customers stood three deep at the thirty-foot bar, the bartenders 
pouring out the drinks as fast as their arms could move. If anyone 
wanted a fancy mixed drink, he was not only ignored but out of 
luck. Quantity, not quality, was the name of that game.

Only the strongest remained to greet the dawn. The ranchers 
who came in to pick up their bleary-eyed employees on Monday 
morning shook their heads at the change in tempo.

Where noise had been rampant, quiet prevailed What dim light 
had hidden, now the rising sun revealed Cigarette butts sprinkled 
the floor intermixed with empty bottles, broken glass, melted ice 
cubes, and spilled drinks: Abandoned glasses teetered on the 
window sills, in the comers, and on the bar. The increasing warmth 
of the sun intensified the stale, wet odor of cigarette smoke and 
alcoholic drinks.

Flies began to buzz, attempting to fly. Their hangover appeared 
genuine as they, too, with the celebrants of the night before, seemed 
willing to settle down for another year.

to ask Smokey McMahon for a*’i n

Welcome!
Cowboys - Cowgirls 

£r Rodeo Fans!

Ferdinand's Restaurant
and  Gift Shop

Hours: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m. DAILY 
GOOD LUCK CONTESTANTS!

Highway 10 East 932-2936
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Western Felt Hat» - $15.00

25% OFF
All Kids Western Shirts

25% OFF
One Lot Short Sleeve Shirts 

Unlined Overall Jackets- One Lot
_______ ONLY $19.95______
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