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1 H o rM R «cin g W ltK M o n k «y  
Jockeys NovdI Idea of 
Formar Malvilla Man

This whole story could be add'd 
to the list of how to  make money the 
hard way schemes.

Elmer Davis o f Mshrille, who 
had a ooupie o f race horses of his 

Iowa, -and was trainer for T.G. 
iBIakeman, mil Bonaire rancher on, 
‘the Sweet Grass, was naturally 
{ interested in horse racing.
; However, sometime along in 
'there Montana decided to become 
pure again, so struck a referendum 
on the ballot making racetrack 
gambling illegal. Naturally, there 
was no money in horse racing any 
more, at least not that kind of 
money.

Some place, Davis got the idea of 
training monkeys to ride his two 
racing mares and putting on ex
hibitions at the state fairs. He tried 
to get monkeys that had gotten some 
of the wild of the jungle out of their 
system, but the cost was so prohibi
tive, that he settled for the wild ones 
at $10 apiece.

After getting them out of quaran
tine in San Francisco, he brought 
them back to his ranch near Mel
ville, now the present ranch of 
Morris Tronntd, where he put them 
in the stables with the horses to 
gentle them down.

In no time, he was able to turn 
them loose with the mares who 
immediately became attached to the 
little fellows. The two Jockos, as 
both monkeys were called, spent 
their idle moments perched between 
the horses ears scratching the 
equine dandruff.

Such great friends did the four 
become that all were unhappy when 
separated. It is a well known fact 
that most horses like monkeys 
— Davis made a small bet that a 
bronc being ridden by a neighbor 
wouldn't make a move when the 
monkey climbed aboard. All the 
spectators watched the snorting, 
touchy bronc and laughed. Davis 
brought the monkey out and issued 
the command, “ Up, Jocko.” The 
animal mounted via the horse’s leg 
and perched himself in the saddle.

The hone paid no more attention 
then if a fly had settled on the caatk .

After the monkeys had been 
•ended, Davis was then ready to  tty 
them in a race. Mrs. Davis made the 
monkeys their jockey suits, one red 
and one green. Dressed up in their 
jackets and hats, the conceited Httie 
fellows immediately assumed airs 
of ridiculous dignity and welcomed 
all the applause they could draw.

The day of the big race came. The 
Jockos mounted the two mares, 
Sadie and Mabel, who were sisters 
and looked almost identical. They 
were snapped by a  ring on their 
jacket to surcingles — not to keep 
them from falling off, but to keep 
them riding in the conventional po
sition on the back instead of be
tween the horses’s ears.

As soon as the two mares were 
released at the word "go,” they 
were off down the track. The mon
keys for all the world like a carica
ture of a jockey, crouched over their 
backs looking from left to right»" 
assuring themselves of all the ap
plause they could.

It was no mere galloping match 
that Sadie and Mabel put on — they 
exhibited their best racing form.

Day after day at each fair, the 
racing mares and their riders went 
over big. Side bets were placed as to 
which horse would win. N o one 
could seem to predict so the interest 
was kept up. Actually, the one mare 
always beat the other by a neck. 
There was no way of telling the 
horses apart, because while one had 
a white stocking leg, Davis wrapped 
both horses’ legs to keep the people 
guessing a little more. It didn't help 
matters any when he changed suits 
on the monkeys.

The monkeys had to have very 
good care because they are highly 
susceptible to lung infection and 
Montana isn’t the best climate in the 
world for these jungle beasts.

Sometimes this good care meant 
that the monkeys had to be lodged in 
a bunkhouse along with human 
companions or in a warm basement.

Whenever they found themselves 
associating with a specimen of the 
human race, they amused themsel 
ves by twinging from the rafters 
making what they possibly thought 
was "human”  faces. Soon little 
children in the neighborhood were 
driving their mothers to  distraction 
by stretching their faces in grimaces 
resembling the ones on the faces of 
the monkeys.

After a successful summer on the 
tracks, the Davis family, Mr. and 
Mrs. and the two monkeys, decided 
to leave for the south, after having 
spent several years around here. 
The decision was probably partly 
prompted by the feat that the winter 
weather would probably bring on 
pneumonia and the subsequent 
death for the monkeys.

Maybe the decision to leave 
Montana was also influenced by the 
fact that when the voting came 
around to make gambling illegal, 
Davis thought that he had voted for 
gambling.

Due to the complicated wording 
of the referendum, he found out 
later that he had voted to abolish i t  
At any rate, he has never been back 
since.

— December 13, 1951

Goat Haatlug
Alban Roemer, the energetic 

local forest ranger, decided to get a 
little exercise last week and went up 
to the Crazies to see if he could 
locate any of the mountain goats 
planted up there. With Ward Sc 
Parker's sawmill as headquarters, 
he took to the mountains for a 
couple of days, armed with snow- 
shoes, to do a little sluething. About 
all he found in his traveling around 
was a lot of snow. The second day 
out, he went to the top of one peak 
and got in so late that his hosts were 
beginning to wonder if they weren’t 
going to have to hunt him. In some 
places the snow was so difficult to 
navigate and the terrain so steep 
that he had to discard the snow- 
shoes and crawl. All he located for 
all his exercise was a couple of 
feeding grounds in a couple of 
different places.

-  March 13, 1952

O tter Creslr SIga
A  project which is causing a great 

deal o f comment, one which shows 
the pride they have in their com
munity has been completed by the 
Otter Creek 4-H  club— a marker at 
the Otter Creek turnoff from Mel
ville highway designating the 
ranches and the mileage to each.

O n the sign are: Helmar Branae,
1 mile; Harry Murray, 1 mile; John 
Kremper, 2.8 miles; Ben Berg, 3.3 
miles; M J. Songstad, 3.9 miles; 
Lester Gilbert 3.9 miles; Walter 
Janke 4.8 miles; Robert Cosgriff, 
4.9 miles; Lavold Bros. 5.4 miles; 
B.N. Bjomdal, 6.6 mites; S.N. La
vold, 6.8 miles; M.C. She rod, 9.8 
miles; D. McCormick 9.9 miles; 
Wayne Faw, 10.1 miles.

Members o f the club are David, 
George and Linda Bjomdal, Frank 
and Maxine Cosgriff, Ronald Faw, 
Betty and Shirley Janke, Bill 
Sherod, Mavis Murray, Carla, 
Donald and M ona Wulff. Leaders 
of the group are Wayne Faw and 
Orville H. Wulff.

— June 26, 1952

GET THE J  
on te in te r  and  

Save BIG MONEY 
st • • •

'"«•-.¿'e.****
Bay a CH ILD’S o r LADIES SNOW BOOT or 

MOON BOOT at S1S.00 tkrough $30.00 retail 

and revlev* $ 5 . 0 0  CASH or 

$ 1 0 . 0 0  Gift Certificate!
Bay a pair a t 135.00 to $45.00 and receive 

$ 1 0 . 0 0  CASH or 
$ 2 0 . 0 0  Gift Certificate!

1 *uia Shell
uxl crafted jeweffloi y bv.Vrikift_

Came la aadl aaa ear aew Oift Llaee!

Sued iinsuip.issetl tx-)auty in brilliant 
colours ol t)iu<* (jioen and pink is 
unique to the I’aua (pronounced Kiw.n 
shell yuthei^diiumthedeepnx  ̂
pools,irouml New Zealand s ruin jed 
coastline

The rough euuusled shell isqn >wn.! 
down and prepared by many 
prtx.esses and set into sterling s, 
and plated fash" 'u i < K  • ■■ 
own Skilled! ' illsmt'n

Mad'* in Ntv. • • i i' ■1

COLE DRUG
138 McLeod Street Big Timber Phone 932-2816

10 x 13 Portrait
(a $ 12 00 Value)

With EVERY Package

To  introduce you to our exceptionally high quality 
portrait packages we are making this limited time 
offer. We will include a 10 x 13 decorator wall 
portrait in each package at no extra charge.

NO SALES PRESSURE, NO SURPRISES

We have no salespeople. The s to re  personnel deliver the 
pictures. They will not try to sell you additional pictures. 
Reorders are available by mail at what w e believe are  the 

lowest prices in the area.

Studio Quality Portraits 
by Kolorkraft

< VALUE - VALUE - VALUE - V < 
r ----------------------  r
£j Big T IGA Coupon
;  $10.00 O FF!
jS; with this coupon
C on  U S D A  C hoice

Side of Beef
> ordered  before  O ct. 11th! >
r  rc  c
rnVALUE• VALUE - VALUE• V m

USDA Choice Beef

USDA Choice

S id « of Boof
USDA Choice

Front Quarter
B « t f
Hind Quarter USDA Choice

Cut to your specifications 
Wrapped A Frozen 

QUALITY GUARANTEED!

$1.29
lb.

$1.19
lb.

$1.49
lb.

BIG T 
IGA

★  WINNER ★  of the 
Sirloin Tip Primal 
cut and wrapped -

Eloise King 
Big Timber

Spectacular — American Food Fair Calendar

2 —  8 x 10’s 
2 —  5 x 7’s 
10 Billfolds 
in 2 Poses

No Age Limit 
No Quantity Limit 
No Extra Charge 

lor Groupe 
Families Welcome 
Infants to Adults

It*
. - » A

You get all of this 
for only

( a m  deposit when 
photographed

•a i u  balance on 
■ ■ delivery

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
or your money refunded

Ws use Kodak paper. 
Fora good look.

PLACE: Big T  IGA
DATE: Thursday, Sept. 29
TIME: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday FOOD FAIR BEGINS!!
September 21

Thursday 
September 29 Balloon Roundup! F o r ovory purchase  

o ver $5.00 - 
pievt a balloon and win  
cants off coupons.Friday

September 30 Balloon Roundup!
Saturday 
October 1

Apple Bobbing Contost
FR E E  holium balloons

Pick an apple and 
win a prize!

Sunday 
October 2 W ATCH FOR BARGAINS!
Monday 
October 3

Register for the 
Bean Guessing Contest

Guess how many beans 
and win a prize

Tuesday 
October 4

Register for FR EE 
Binoculars ONE DAY ONLY!

Wednesday 
October 5

Entries due for
Cake Decorating Contest

First Prize —  
a talephone!

Thursday 
October 6

Vota for the Best Cake!
W ilson Sausage Demonstration

Friday 
October 7

Vote for the B .» t  C ak.! 
C hild ren’s Coloring Contest

Best Cake winner 
announced

Saturday 
October 8

F R E E  Pepsi! Homemade 
eausage demonstration PEPSI

Sunday 
October 9 MORE BARGAINS!!
Monday 
October 10

Entries for coloring 
contest must be in.

Ago Groups:
6 years and undsr 
7 - 9  ysars;

prisas on display In stora.

Tuesday 
October 11 Coloring Contest 

w inners announced

Watch for more shopping values in our spectacular 
American Food Fair insert in today’s paper!


