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Midnight fire 
at Courthouse
Sweet Grats county had an ele

gant opportunity Saturday night to 
have in court house go up in fire and 
smoke, taking all the valuable 
records with it, and but for hard and 
active work on the part of the volun
teer fire department and many out
siders the building and contents 
would have been in ashes Sunday 
morning.

The alarm came at 11:30 Satur
day night, while a hard, cold wind 
was blowing, and it was no ordinary 
alarm. Five inmates of the jail, in 
the rear of the building were the first 
to notice it, the smoke getting into 
the cages and corridor. Fortunately 
the cage doors had been left open 
and they were able to get to the cast 
side windows and get fresh air by 
pressing their faces against the win
dow bars. But they certainly 
whopped it up more than anyone 
whooped it the night peace was 
declared (WWI). They had more at 
stake and they set up a cry which 
was soon heard on McLeod street 
by people coming out of the restau
rants. An alarm to the fire hall 
brought the department down in 
short order, when it was found the 
fire was in the basement, under the 
office of the county treasurer. Sev
eral tons of coal were there and the 
fire had gotten into it,in addition to 
burning woodwork on the ceiling. 
The entire building was filled with 
smoke and it was impossible for 
anyone to get inside, consequently 
the work of fighting the fire was 
confined to the basement. Shortly 
after the crowd arrived the floor of 
the treasurer’s office and the floor of 
tiie hallway leading from the lobby 
to the rear door went down sending 
a much larger volume of smoke and 
gas up into the main floor.

In the meantime several men 
were attempting to rescue the pris
oners. The keys to the main door of 
the jail, also to the side door leading 
out into the yard were securely 
locked in the big safe in the sheriffs 
office, and it was impossible to get 
into that part of the building. Under 
Sheriff Loving tried it with a gas 
mask on, but had to give it up. Crow 
bars were then secured and an effort 
made to pry the bars from the win
dows, butwhbever built the jail did a 
good job and the attempt failed. 
Before any of the prisoners were 
affected more than to be badly 
scared the fire below was put out, 
the sheriffs office cleared of smoke 
and the men were then taken out and 
to the city jail.

The fire started from a defective 
wire leading from the sheriff s office 
down under the treasurer’s office. 
It had been poorly put in and several 
years had destroyed the insulation.

The damage to the building is 
considerable, S3.000 or more. The 
offices of the treasurer, sheriff, 
county superintendent and com
missioners will have to be gone 
over, new floors will have to be put 
in in many places, walls repaired, 
new painting done, while something 
will have to be done to sustain the 
best floor or some of the offices will 
go into the basement. No records 
were injured, but many legal blanks, 
writing material, etc., as well as 
desks, chairs and other articles on 
the outside arc practically ruined.

The building earned 515,500 in
surance

—November 21, 1918

H IN N Y  VAN QOOft 
SHOT BY FURLBY

TRAGEDY NORTHEAST OF 
CITY ENDS CAREER OF 

WELL KNOWN RANCHER

WATER CAUSE OF 
TROUBLE

Constant Quarreling Over a Ditch 
Led to Tragedy —  Defendant 

Turned Loose in Justice Court

Another of those unfortunate 
tragedies frequent in Montana for 
many years past and resulting from 
quarrels over water ditches or parti
tion fences, occurred seven and 
one-half miles northeast of this city 
Wednesday evening, July 3, when 
J.B. Furley fired a shot which sent 
Henry Van Goor into eternity about 
seven hours later.

The first news of the tragedy was. 
brought to town by Furley when he 
surrendered himself to Sheriff 
Lyons, turning over a new 30-30 
soft-nosed Winchester with which 
he had fired the shot. The sheriflfleft 
at once for the Van Goor ranch, and 
what he found was told upon his 
return late that night to the editor of 
The Pioneer and Policeman Irvine. 
When he reached the ranch he went 
to the house, knocked at the door 
and Mrs. Van Goor answered. He 
asked what the trouble was. She 
replied: “Trouble, there hasn’t been 
any. I haven’t heard of any around 
here."

The sheriff then asked where 
her husband was and she answered 

, that he was down on the ditch. 
Sheriff Lyons had farmed the place 
below, knew the ditch from end to 
end and at once went to the main 
tap. There he found Van Goor lying 
on his side, with a ghastly wound in 
his right breast, and a shovel lying in 
front of him. He asked the wounded 
man if he wanted water and he 
murmured “ yes". Lyons then got 
him a drink from the ditch and 
arranged to get him to the house.

It was impossible to get into the 
ditch with a car, so the sheriff, while 
waiting for Dr. Claibom to come, 
prepared a stretcher with two poles 
and some canvas. Upon the arrival 
of the doctor they got a spring 
'wagon and team over to the ditch, 
placed one end of the stretcher on 
the back of the wagon, carried the 
other end and in that way got the 
wounded man home. Sheriff Lyons 
says that he talked very little before 
he was taken to the house, but after 
he was placed on the bed talked a 
whole lot.

The bullet had passed through a 
part of the right arm, then into the 
body and, according to Dr. Clai
bom, the ground around the body 
was literally saturated with blood. 
When the doctor arrived he saw that 
there was no chance for the 
wounded man, and at 11:30 death 
came.

Sheriff Lyons returned to town 
and phoned to Livingston, at which 
point Furley, who earlier in the 
evening had been admitted to bail 
for assault in the first degree, on 
52,000 bond, told the sheriff to 
arrest Furley and hold him, stating 
he would be up on No. 3. He 
returned on the stub the following 
day with Furley and placed him in 
jail.

Friday the coroner’s inquest was

• Random length rough fir 1 x 4's and 1 x 
O’* by the bundle.
• Planedpinel x4’«,1  xO’s, 1 x8 ’s,and1 
x 10’*.
• Planed #3 and #4,2  x 4’s, 2 x 6’s, 2 x 8’»  
and 2 x 10’* by the bundle.
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11/* miles east of Livingston 
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Q U I P S ^ ^ H E A L T H
Play safe on your vsea 
tion, take a first aid 
k it with you.

A politician is 
a fellow who 
shakes your 
hand before 
en election and 
your watlat 
after. '

BY RAMONA HOLDERM AN “ PILL-ER” O F T H E  CO M M UNITY

COLE DRUG
U S McLeod Big Timber, M L 932-2816

held. The jury returning a verdict 
that deceased came to his deads 
from a gun ahot fired by Furley. , 

The preliminary examination. . .  
evidence.. .  showed that there had 
iongbeen trouble over the ditch, and 
that Van Goor had had frequent 
trouble with different neighbors. On 
the day of the shooting Furley 
purchased the rifle at Patterson’s, it 
being for the use of a man employed 
to guard the ditch. Furley, Brown 
and John Plaggerman went out, 
being joined by John Kremper, who 
was irrigating. Furley, Brown and 
Kremper were at the ditch, when 
Van Goor raised a shovel and said:
“ You little s— o- b------, I’ll knock
,thc top of your head off,” advancing 
toward Furley. The latter told him 
twice to stop, but he failed to take 
warning, and Furley then fired at his 
arm. The bullet struck where it was 
tended, then passed on into the 
body. The men then climbed into 
the car and came to town, leaving 
Van Goor alone until Sheriff Lyons 
went out.

At the conclusion of the testi
mony the attorneys made exhaus
tive arguments, after which Justice 
Shipton ordered the discharge of the 
defendant.

— July II, 1918

M aM N a'A inM ary Mm  
f — <•  KaRMua W***rd
l  Melville Rad ÇroM auxiliary has 
‘ proven most industrious the past 

three months, having turned in 140 
pairs of knitted sox, which number 
is just 10 pairs short of the 50 pairs 
per month alloted that chapter. This 
shortage is due to the shortage of 
Red Cross wool for June work, and 
belated instructions.

Mrs. Wm. Allen, who has charge 
of the knitting department of this 
chapter, turns in the following 

. names and the amount of work to 
each name’s credit: Mesdames 

...Théo. Olson, Alien, 11 pairs; 
Mesdames J. Hart, J. Sandsness, 
10 pairs; Mesdames Harry Hart,

. Wm. McMahan, 9 pairs; Mes
dames A. Tronrud, Brousseau, 6 
pairs; Mesdames Rupert, Andrew 
Forsythe, 5 pairs; Mesdames 
Dunn, H.P. Franklin, P. Tessier, 
Woods, Murray, Miss Smith, 4 
pairs; Mesdames J.J. Harper, K. 
Hanson, Van Cleve, Jr., W.H. 
Donald, Manintveld, Anderson, 3 
pairs; Mesdames E. Green, C. 
Heisler, Drivdahl, Hoffman, Yantz, 
Osbourne, Miss Julia Harper, 2 
pairs; Mesdames Briley, Valga- 
more, 1 pair.

—September 5, 1918

(Editor’s Note: Furley was later 
rearrested and charged with mur
der. A jury trial in February, 1919, 
resulted in a 10-2 vote fo r  Furley’s 
acquittal, and he was set free with 
all charges dropped.)

Just Kids
Old age, dubbed by E.M. 

Murray, driver, as "the two 
youngest kids in town" was on 
parade on McLeod Street Tuesday 
afternoon. It consisted of the single 
wagon in which Mr. Murray de
livers wood under the emergency 
relief, a gray mare probably around 
20, and on a board scat, no back, 
Mr. Murray, aged 83, and George 
W. Cook, 98 the 22nd of last 
February, an average of 90W years. 
Mr. Murray and his guests had a lot 
of fun out of the ride up the main 
thoroughfare, and those who wit
nessed it also got a big kick out of 
the joy ride.

Reward of $2SO
Will be paid for information that 

will lead to the first conviction of 
anyone stealing horses or cattle be
longing to any paid up member of 
the Sweet Grass Stockgrowers 
Association on the protected list. If 
any members have any livestock to 
sell, send a list to secretary. If you 
wish to buy, write him; he can tell 
you who has it for sale.

Grant Bishir, Secretary, Hunters 
Hot Springs, Mont.

—September 18, 1919

Racord Cattla Prica 
Chicago Stock Yards

Chicago, Sept. 3—Fat steers of 
1,400 weight today sold at 519, the 
highest price for cattle ever paid in 
the Chicago market. The herd that 
broke the stock yards record was 
from Kansas. The top price for this 
class of cattle a year ago was 
516.50.April 19, 1934 —September 5, 1918

Babe Ruth C an't Play But Draws Pay
NEW YORK, April 11. — Tomorrow George Herman Ruth 

becomes a “Sadder and a wiser man."
The home run king cannot play for 38 days because he defied 

Kcncsaw Mountain Landis, high, commissioner, of baseball, and 
went barnstorming in exhibition baseball.

While hundreds of thousands of fans in the eight American 
league cities are marking one day off their calendars tomorrow, the 
misbehaving Babe, notwithstanding long, gruelling training in the 
south, will be seated in the grandstand of the park at Washington, 
looking on, listening to the blare of the opening day—“ sadder*** 
wiser.”

For 38 days Babe will loaf while the public impatiently stamps 
its wearied feet and Colonels Houston and Ruppcrt, owners of the 
New York Yankees, pay the heavy hitter his regular stipend, 
reliably reported to be 575,000 a year.

— April 13, 1922

lunter’s Safety Class
for ago 12 yoars and oldar will start with 
Ragistratlon Night.........

Monday, October 3 
7:00 at the

Big Timber B in e & P isto l Club Range

HOMECOMING SPECIAL!
THURSDAY  
A FRIDAY

(September 29 & 30)

WITH ANY

OPEN
1/2

P R I C b  K  UNTIL 10 p.m.

ON ALL DRINKS^ ^ HOMECOMING

n ig h t

iOOD LUCK HERDERS!
(We’re with you all the way!)

JD'S PIZZA
932-3700

Centennial
Events listed on this Centennial 

Calendar n o te ' the dates o f special. 
occasions to be held in 1983 in 
celebration o f Big T im bers 100th 
Birthday. If you have an item to be 
listed on this' calendar, please in
form The P ioneer..

Sept. .30 — 85th Anniversary celebration of Doric Lodge #53 
(Centennial Theme)________

o f

Josenhsoia&Fredricks
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

CONRAD FREDRICKS 8c DICK JOSEPHSON 
115 West Second Ave. Big Timber, Montana 9S2-2184

WOOL SEASON FOR 
THIS YEAR CLOSES

One more car of wool will leave 
Big Timber this week for Chicago, 
and the season of 1918 will then be 
ended so far as this county is 
concerned. In all a total of 21 cars 
left this place and two from Grey 
Cliff. The total number of pounds to 
leave Big Timber was 552,311, 
against 440,000 for 1917, and 
700,000 in 1916.

— July 18, 1918

'  TRY IT
Here are figures that prove a 

puzzle to most everybody: Take the 
number of your living brothers; 
double the amount, add to it three, 
multiply by five, add to it the 
number of living sisters, multiply 
the result by ten and add the number 
of deaths of brothers and sisters and 
subtract 150 from the resulL The 
right number will be the number of 
deaths, the middle will be the 
numbers of living sisters, and the 
left the number of living brothers. 
Try it and see.

— February 16, 1905

You’re Invited To Our

OPEN
HOUSE

O ctober 7th 9 to 5

SPECIAL DISCOUHTS ON
GTA FEED

★ B ulk & Bag - D irect Farm Delivery 
★Semi Loads - Ton Lots

FEED and SEED •Range Cake 

•Range Cubes 

• Range Blocks 

•Hog Foods

CENEX SEED BOOKINGS
•GTA FEED  «C E N E X  «C E N E X  SEED
REPS ON HAND TO ANSW ER QUESTIONS

CO-OP M ON TH  SA L E  IN  PR O G R ESS
See You At Our Open House October 7th We'll Be 

Serving Ham Sandwiches and “Wonderful" Beans'

FARMER’S
SERVICE

111 Anderson Big Timber

ONLY AT

I I I !  \ 11)1 (.) (  O M P W i

» '»  I imtxr 
9\1 U94

Special Coupon Offerì
MONDAY & TUESDAY - 
October 3 & 4 ONLY!

one
Video Company 

Rental Movie 
Coupon good on Oct 3 & 

Oct 4, 1983 0NLYI

________LIM IT TW O CO U P O N S PER CUSTOM ER_________

NEW RELEASES NOW IN
• Man From Snowy River
»Flashdance
»Escape From New York

► Bad Boys 
►Survival Run 
►Walt Disney’s 
Scary Tales
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