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PARAM ED IC  SCHO O L TO OPEN ON DEER CREEK RAN CH
If  development goes as planned. 

Al Goetsch’s dream of a unique, 
specialized paramedic training 
school, the only one of it’s kind in 
the country, will become a reality in 
the very near future. Goetsch is the 
principal figure in the establishment 
of an Emergency Medici al Services 
(EM S) facility located on the Deer 
Creek ranches formerly belonging 
to Sonny and Rosalie Todd. The 
ranches are east of Big Timber off 
Highway 10.

The Upper and Lower Circle T  
Ranches, along Deer Creek, have 
been sold to a corporation com
prised of Goetsch and his wife, 
Faye, Dr. Jeff McDonald and 
Hideo Oyama, who make up the 
Lifestar Emergency Medical Ser
vices Corporation. The first classes 
of the Lifestar school are scheduled 
to begin in mid-January.

Goetsch explained the concept of 
the facility. Only people already 
trained as paramedics will be en
rolled. The school will concentrate 
in training above and beyond the 
standard techniques taught else
where, and will focus on three 
different EMS areas: aerial reco
very, inclement terrain recovery, 
and cold water drowning recovery.

According to Goetsch there are 
schools in this country which train 
paramedics in different aspects of 
these EM S areas, but none which 
draw the three programs into one. 
His ambition is to provide this 
training through academic teaching 
as well as practical application, 
such as simulated rescues.

The Lifestar classes will vary 
from two weeks to 92 days in length, 
depending on the complexity and 
depth of the subject. Class size will 
range from 4 to 20 enrollees.

Nine instructors, including 
Goetsch and his wife, will be teach
ing the techniques. The instructors 
include certified medical doctors 
and nationally registered parame
dics. In the near future, Goetsch 
expects 12 people to be employed at 
the training facility, with these 
newcomers and their families resid
ing in the Big Timber area. He and 
his wife and daughter, who is in the 
4th grade, have moved to the Upper 
DeerCreek ranch and intend to stay 
there year-round. (

Where the school’s students will 
stay while attending classes is as yet 
undecided. One option is to build a 
dormitory at the lower ranch site. 
There, $175,000 worth of training 
equipment has already been com
mitted, including a training tower 
for jumping and repelling exercises, 
and an Olympic-size swimming 
pool to practice water rescue,

SOMETHIN« n e w  AND DIFFERENT! may be catching your eye soon as the “hot off the press" re
designed Big Timber promotional brochure is circulated. The travel and recreation pamphlet 
highlighting this community's varied and exceptional offerings is a project of the Sweet Grass 
County Chamber of Commerce. The new brochure, an offshoot of the promotional pamphlet 
printed a number of years ago by the local Lions Club, was designed by artist Jack Hines. It 
features numerous full color photographs depicting the county and contains a short commentary 
on what is available.here. The brochure was printed by The Pioneer. .The Chamber of Commerce 
will soon be distributing the pamphlet to Chamber members.

DOCTOR COMING IN 1984
As a follow up to the article 

which appeared in a previous Pio
neer concerning Big Timber being 
designated as a medical man
power shortage area, Harold Mc- 
Lauchlan announced that a phy
sician has committed himself to 
coming to Big Timber, contingent

on the final approval, received in 
writing, of the government’s as
signment of him here.

Dr. Robert Jackson, a 1981 
graduate of the University of Wash
ington School of Medicine, is cur
rently completing his family prac
tice residency-in Casper, WY. He 
will be available during the summer

of 1984.
A native of Helena, MT, Dr. 

Jackson is married and has a three 
year old son. Dr. Jackson and his 
wife, Frankie, have visited Big 
Timber, the hospital and the clinic 
and met with the Board of Directors 
recently.

NEW TENNIS COURTS A POSSIBILITY
City-County Planner Andy 

Epplc has received word from the 
State Department of Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks matching funds are avail
able to the City of Big Timber on a 
50-50 basis for the improvement or 
installation of recreational facili
ties.

Several options w e r e  mentioned 
by Epplc, such as improving the 
park by the old Boulder bridge, land 
owned by the Citv between Stro- 
bel's trailer park and 1-90 which 
could be developed for a park, or the

tennis courts in the Lions Club park 
could be repaired or replaced

Other suggestions were an ice 
skating rink and a new sprinkler 
system for the park.

It was decided Epple would pro
pose a $28,000 project for 3 tennis 
courts in applying to the Division of 
Parks Planning directed by Gret- 
chen Olheiser.

Funds for this program are from 
the Land and W ater Development 
Conservation Fund  (LW CF) 
which are in turn generated by off

shore oil and gas drilling leases.
Mayor John Drivdahl requested 

Epplc inquire of Olheiser whether 
“ Force funds" could be used by the 
City for their portion of the match
ing funds. Force funds include the 
use of City employees and equip
ment for the project instead of a 
cash outlay for an outside contrac
tor to do the work

Applications for the funds arc 
due in to the State by November 1 si 
Councilmen approved the applica
tion

NEWS FROM CITY HALL
City to soli dump truck

The City of Big Timber has de
cided to sell its light 2 ton 1962 F- 
600 Ford dump truck which has 
been sitting idle for some time. The 
consensus of the Council was that 
the money could be better used

A motion by Jack Altimus would 
place money from the sale into the 
General Fund and a new dump 
truck be purchased sometime in the 
future.

Seconded by Councilman Gay
lord Olsen, the motion passed unan
imously.

Bids will be let

Lot thsrs bs light
Some darker areas of the city will 

soon be illuminated by new street 
lights.

Areas needing attention men
tioned by Councilman Jack Altimus 
Monday are the new C Sharps 
Arms factory, between Larry

Smith’s and Wayne Reed’s resi
dences on First Avenue East, and 
between the Pioneer Home and the 
Church of Christ

No installation date has been set

Fir* Hall gats monay

Fire Chief Doug Lowry re
quested $2,000 from the Big Tim
ber City Council Monday night to 
further remodel the Fire Hall by 
having new windows installed and 
some painting done.

Seven windows all totaled would 
include three windows in front and 
four in the kitchen. Cost of the 
windows, including installation, 
would be $1,605. Another $395 
would be used to purchase paint 
which G reen Thumb workers would 
apply.

A motion for the appropriation 
was passed unanimously.

Flra truck may ba an ballot
The purchase of a new city firs

truck at a cost of approximately 
$85,000 will very likely be on the 
city election ballot this fall for the 
approval of Big Timber voters, 
according to Tom Biglcn, City 
Attorney.

Although he couldn’t make a 
definate statement, Biglcn felt it was 
a strong probablity the issue would 
appear on the November ticket.

As part of the decision whether or 
not to purchase the new truck, 
voters will also be asked to approve 
at least five years financing for the 
vehicle. State law stipulates pur
chases financed beyond five years 
be put on a ballot.

Auditor« s«l«ct«d
Gool Counts of Livingston and 

Michele Biglen were named as 
auditors for the City of Big Timber 
at the Monday evening Big Timber 
City Council meeting

Counts will do the general audit 
and Biglen will audit the City’s 
sewer and water accounts.

including scuba diving training. On 
the upper ranch the natural terrain 
will be utilized for field activities, 
the mountainous and wooded area 
being appropriate for rescue tactics 
and aerial search and assault 
maneuvers.

If a dorm to house students is not 
built, the men and women will stay 
in Big Timber motels and eat in Big 
Timber restaurants, with transpor
tation to and from the facility 
provided, Goetsch said. A decision 
on whether or not to house students 
a t the lower ranch will be made in 
the next few weeks, the spokesman 
added.

A large part of the paramedics' 
training will include aerial work. 
First considered was building a run
way at the former Todd ranch. This 
proposal has been abandoned, 
Goetsch said, and the Big Timber 
airport will be utilized. Helicopters |

and airplanes will bean integral part 
of the training process, with the 
areas of parachuting as well as new 
fields of search and rescue techni
ques, such as utilizing computers 
and infra-red devices, are options to 
be explored and applied.

Goetsch emphasized his school 
has no connection with the United 
States military or any defense 
agency. Funding comes from pri
vate sources. He does, however, 
have a contract with the federal 
government to teach Park Service 
and non-defense paramedics.

The Lifestar Corporation also 
has a contract to provide training to 
a group of students from Saudi 
Arabia and Nigeria.

Goetsch himself spent 15 and a 
half years in the military, and was 
exposed to varied EMS training 
through both governmental and ci
vilian programs. He became a para-

medic in 1972. The newcomer to 
Big Timber hales from California.

Since only a portion of the 5,000 
acre ranch will be used for the 
training facilities, it will also sup
port an agricultural operation. At 
present Goetsch is evaluating the 
feasibility of establishing« standard 
beef production operation, includ
ing genetic processing, or a major 
dairy operation, also including 
genetic work.

Goetsch’s two brothers are ex
pected to assist in this end of the 
business, with a decision on which 
route to take coming in about 30 
days.

Sonny and Rosalie Todd have 
retained several hundred acres of 
the ranch for their own home. 
They intend to build a house and 
keep their registered quarterhorse 
business.

HOMECOMING FLOAT SPONSORED BY THE JUNIOR CLASS

HERDERS BACK IN THE RUNNING
The SGHS Herder football team 

recorded a resounding 39-13 
Homecoming victory over Three 
Forks last Friday evening This 
impressive win coupled with a 6-2 
Belgrade win over previously un
defeated Whitehall gave the 
"Battling Herders" a possible op
portunity to win the conference and 
advance to the play-offs.

Big Timber, playing their best 
football of the year, completely 
dominated the Wolves. The Her
ders took the opening kick-ofT and 
marched 80 yards in 14 plays for a 
touchdown, with Rob Henthom 
carrying the final 3 yards to pay dirt 
A pass from quarterback Tim 
Stephens to Henthom for the extra 
point made the score 8-0. JeffDavis 
took over in the second period scor
ing on bursts of 4 yards and 10 
yards. Tim Stephens missed his first 
point after of the year, but came 
back with a pass to Jess Berg on the 
second extra point to make the 
halftime count 22-0.

Rob Henthom ran five times m 
the third quarter for 60 yards and 
scored on a one yard plunge. Ste
phens kick was good this time and 
Big Timber led 29-0. Tim Stephens 
accounted for the rest of the scoring 
kicking a 32 yard field goal, running 
20 yards for a touchdown, and con
verting an extra point Big Timber 
reserves played the entire fourth 
quarter as forty-three players saw 
action in the game.

The offensive blocking of Don 
Beer, Shawn Fuller, Brett Todd, 
Rellon Gibby, Bill Brownlee, Bill 
Christie, Jess Berg,- Bill Williams, 
Tony Reedy, and Rick Plaggc- 
meyer was the best of the season

The Herder« totaled 301 yards on 
ofTcnse including 275 yards rushing 
and 18 first downs to only 4 first 
downs for Three Forks.

The hard-hitting defense once 
again arose to the occasion by 
limiting the Wolves to only 45 yards

HOMECOMING QUEEN 
KATHY GRAHAM

rushing and 13 yards passing in the 
first three quarters of the football 
game. Jess Berg intercepted a pass 
and recovered a fu.ible; while Bill 
Christie, Tim Hauck, and Kevin 
Kunda alertly pounced on Three 
Forks’ fumbles.

Hauck led in tackles with 4 ini
tials and 2 assists, Henthom was 4 
and 1, Brett Todd was 3 and 3, and 
sophomore Frank Lavcrell had 3 
unassisted stops in the fourth quar
ter along with 3 assists. Dependable 
linebacker Chris Larson had 3 ini
tials, 2 unassisted, and an assist; 
Tim Stephens 2 and 3; Karl Conner 
2 and 3; Jeff Schwers 2 and 2; 
Rocco Carroccia the same; Kelly 
Cosgriff 2 initials; Jerry Kinney 2; 
Shawn Fuller 1 and 3, Rick Plag- 
gemeyer 1 and 2, Wade LaVoy 1 
and 2; and Bill Christie, Bill Wil
liams and Joe Davis each had an 
unassisted stop. Mike Johnson gar
nered an initial tackle, while assists 
were contributed by Ken Freder
icks, John Kelley, Ken Hoffman, 
Duane Martinz, David Holman, 
and Kevin Kunda

This week the Herders face a 
must-win situation in the Confer
ence title race. Big Timber plays in 
Belgrade at 1:00 p.m Saturday 
afternoon in order to stay in con
tention the Herders must win by at 
least seven points and then hope 
that Belgrade wins the remainder of 
their games. The Panthers arc un
defeated in three conference games 
including the victory over Whitehall 
last week-end. They have a huge 
team including nine players over 
200 lbs. and eight others between 
180 and 200 lbs. Dwayne Fowler is 
a fine running back in coach Duane 
Walker's ball control defense. Bel
grade also has an excellent defen
sive record.

The Herder B squad lost their 
first game this year at the hands of 
Laurel by a 16-6 score on Monday 
afternoon


