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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

AMEN'TO BLAKE 
LETTER

To the Editor
I want to add “ Amen” to Francis and Sandi Blake’s letter about 

the mutilation in our city park. (October 12, 1983.)
In my frequent early morning walks around Big Timber I have 

noticed that the most damage to trees caused by our early fall snow 
was done to trees that had been topped and otherwise improperly 
pruned in previous years. I have also noticed that many persons 
attempting to clean up the snow damage are actually aggravating it 
by injudicious and improper pruning with chain saws.

My conclusion is that the trees in Big Timber were a lot safer 
B.C.S. (Before chain saws.)

Sadly, 
Alban Roemcr

WE CAN 
PROTECT OUR 

KIDS
Dear Editor.

1 watched a movie on television the other night, Monday the 
10 th. It was endtled “ Adam”, and dealt with the subject of child 
abduction and murder.

For a long time I have been concerned about what is happening 
to children all over the country; and it terrifies me to think it could 
happen to one or more of mine!

How many people in Big Timber believe it couldn't happen here? 
I have even thought that myself But now I am not so sure.

There have been all kinds of committees here to help people 
when they needed help; to preserve the trees and to aid in the 
population of unwanted pets. These are all great things and one of 
the reasons I like it here. People are always helping other people.

I know if a lot of us get togethe r we can help protect our kids even 
more. It doesn’t have to be a difTicult thing to do in a town this 
small. Maybe if we just try. 1 have a few ideas. I hope people will 
read this and consider the tragedies that could b? avoided

Pat Getz

4-H NEWS
Otter Croak 4-H Club

The first meeting of the Otter 
Crcek4-H Club was held Octobers 
after school at the Butch Schwers 
home. Jade Haugc led the pledge of 
allegiance and Joel Schwers led the 
4-H pledge. The treasury contains 
$50.09 in cash and $164.62 in the 
checking account

The leaders reported on the up
coming Recognition Awards pro
gram on October9 at 1:00 p.m. with 
a pot luck dinner. Also upcoming 
are the Little L NILE, Federal 
Land Bank speech contest, and the 
Make it With Wool contest

Our club won first place with our 
float in the centennial rodeo parade 
and received a letter and $50.00 for 
the first prize.

Under old business it was voted 
to pay a bill of $3.90 to Daveen 
Helen told of the pennies collected 
by the county and state for the 4-H 
Foundation

The calendar for the next year 
was read and the new members 
Becky Plaggcmeyer, Josh Plaggo- 
meyer and Wick Krieg were wel
comed.

Brian made a motion to keep the 
dues at $2.00. It was seconded and 
the motion passed

The enrollment cards were 
passed ou t They are to be turned 
back 'to Judy Hauge or Daveen 
CoHritr.

The community bazaar was dis
cussed and Anna moved to partici-

pate with a bake sale and the pac 
man game. Joel seconded the mo
tion and it passed Phil Hagland 
will bake the cookies for the game 

Suzanne Krieg offered her home 
for a Halloween party. I t  will be 
held Saturday, October 29 at 6:00 
p m  All should be in costume and 
Phil and Wick will help Suzanne 
with decorations and games.

Several offices were then com
bined or dropped 

Joel moved to combine the of
fices o f Secretary and Reporter. 
The motion was seconded and it 
passed

The Song Leader and Recreation 
Leader and Call Officers were 
dropped by motions that passed 

Brian made a motion to keep the 
Sergeant at Arms, this motion re
ceived a second, but failed to pass 
and so the Sergeant at Aims office 
will also be dropped It was decided 
to appoint a Chaplain as needed 

The election o f officers then was 
held These are the results for 1983- 
84: President Phil Hagland Vice- 
President Joel Schwers; Secretary- 
Reporter Bert Plaggcmeyer, Treas
urer Brian Simser, Historian Wick 
Krieg.

Brian moved to adjourn the meet
ing It was seconded and the motion 
passed We then ate supper. It was 
decided to hold the installation ser
vices at the beginning of our next 
meeting when all the officers will be 
present

Reporter, Bert Plaggcmeyer
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YARNS FROM THE 
YELLOWSTONE

Notes about the N ez Percef
A

By BRYON GROS FIELD
W est of Billings, a little north and a little east of Laurel, a 

monument designates the site of the Canyon Creek Battle, fought 
over one hundred yean ago, the year 1877.
. A t the mouth of this canyon General Sturgis and 400 soldiers, 
with the help of Crow scouts, meant to intercept and capture 750 
Nez Perce Indians, 1500 head ofhorses and all property belonging 
to the tribe. No doubt Gen. Sturgis looked forward to defeating the 
Nez Perce u  revenge for his son’s (L t J .C  Sturgis) death a t the 
Custer Battle the previous year. The Crow scouts meanwhile cast 
envious eyes on the noted Nez Perce horses, a reward for helping 
the U.S. Army whip Chief Joseph's band

Once more the Nez Perce got away as they had done many times 
since forced to leave their ancestral home in Wallowa, OR and 
Kimiah, ID as a result of encroaching gold seekers and settlers.

The Nez Perce women furiously lashed their horses and pack 
animals and gained the mouth of the canyon before Sturis caught 
up The fewer than two hundred warriors took to the bluffs, fighting 
a delaying action and holding back the soldiers and scouts. In this 
they succeeded, wounding eleven soldiers and killing three while 
their families, possessions and horses escaped up the canyon

In “ Yellow Wolf—His Story” by McWhorter, is mentioned a 
warrior in this engagement who owned a Heavy caliber gun— 
probably a .50 caL Sharps When this gun spoke, the loud boom 
drowned out the reports 'of the Springfield 45-70’s and the 
Winchester 66’s  After firing the few cartridges he owned for this 
heavy gun, the warrior hid it in one of the many rock crevices o f the 
area, then rejoined his family and friends

Sturgis followed for seven miles, then temporarily gave up his 
attempt to capture the Nez Perce. Sturgis’ disappointment must 
have been great for no doubt he felt that a victory over the Indians, 
any tribe of Indians, would have been revenge for the loss of his 
son

On their way north to the Bear Paws, the Nez Perce “ liberated” 
government supplies at the Cow Creek crossing on the Missouri 
and also appropriated other supplies from a freight outfit a few 
miles further north. When they reached the Bear Paws, tired and 
hungry, they decided to rest They may also have thought they had 
reached Canada and safety.

However, here they were caught and defeated by G en Miles 
who used the telegraph and also luckily received word via a 
steamboat as to the whereabouts of the Indians. The boat also 
helped Miles and his men make the crossing of the treacherous 
Missouri.

The rest is history. I’ve always felt disappointed that Chief 
Joseph and his tribe had to be caught just 40 miles short of Canada 
and safety alter fleeing so successfully over 1600 miles. It could 
have been a storybook ending but life is not that simple, the escape 
intc Canada would only have prolonged the agony of their quest for 
freedom. While Canada was not hostile to them, the environment 
with its cold winters and deep snows certainly would have proven 
unfriendly; so different from the fertile valleys of Oregon and 
Idaha

The Nez Perce would have added to problems Canada had with 
Sitting Bull who moved in with his followers the year before. 
Certainly the Nez Perce would have been forced to return to the 
U.S., perhaps sooner than the Sioux

It certainly had to be a disappointment for the Nez Perce but I 
can’t help but think it was for the best More fleeing and fighting 
would only have prolonged their suffering. It would have been 
something like cutting off a dog's tail inch by inch instead of getting 
it all at once.

To (top* Convention
Mrs. Nora Hanson and Mrs. 

Jane Grosfleld were two of the 75 
participants at the convention of the 
Montana Federation of Republican 
Women held at Lewistown Thurs
day through Saturday. Speakers for 
the meetings were mainly Mrs John 
Block, wife of Secretary of Agricul
ture; John Brenden, Scobey, Chair-

man of the State Central Commit
tee; Representative Ron Marlenee; 
Ed Argenbright, State Superinten
dent of Schools. Mrs. John Cromer 
of Butte is the chairman of the 
group

The Sweet Grass County Repub
lican Women were honored by re
ceipt of a national award for ac
complishment of their organization 
during the past two years.

Got your new 
phone number 

yett

Rem em ber. . .  
no make-up charge to  
change yo u r telephone 

num ber on p rin te d  
form s and stationery at

The Pioneer
IM IAtc.V .  & Ha aper Street 

Big Timber 93*3*15 (Jtr 0 tilt It * itU  lot[rr)

Tha rich colon at m*mtm l o w  
aad ths criapmss o f the air a n  a 
signal that the gardening Mason u  
eeeriy over. Now is . the time to 
gather the harvest, clean up the 
garden and «tart planning for next 
year.

Planning for next year’s garden 
include« plants that grow from 
bulba, cornu and tubers. They do 
.best ia  regions where btübs get win
ter dull so they are.an excellent bet 
for high-altitude gardens.

Recommended are crocus, mini
ature iris, muscari, narcissus, 
snowdrop, snowflake, spring star 
flower, star of Bethlehem, tulips and 
winter aconite. T o  buy varieties of 
these bulbs best-suited to your gar
den, look for descriptions that in
clude such phrases as “ extra hardy” 
and “ alpine.”

At high altitudes, planting depth 
should equal 1V$ times the diameter 
of the bulb. Plant early in October 
and mulch the bulb heavily before 
the first snowfalL
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Epcot Cantsrl l i« r <  our chartered

return January 2. Package Inchidaa 
air far*. Saiai accommodations, 
transform and admission to 
Oisnaywerid. Economically prkad 
with apodal rotas far children 
through ago 11. Can us soon for

--------------U ____M l—BMHHb M VPHnB iWa.

Parrent’s Auto Repair

will be closed from 
October 24th until November 4th.

WE WILL REOPEN ON NOVEMBER 7th.

Q U IP S ^m m H E A LTH

Ona way to win 
an argument is 
to avoid it.

Ths words "angina pec
toris" mean pain of the 
c h e s t .

BY RAMONA IIOLDERMAN "PILL-ER" O F  THE COMMUNITY

COLE DRUG
138 McLeod Big Timber, ML 932-2816

Conte In  for 
that special 

style for 
Halloween

The Hair Corral
Highway 10 East at Old Fort, Big Timber PHONE 932-2833 
CALL BOBBIE TODAY - Closed on Mondays

019SS Jewelry #  Nexxua Hulr Pmduet«
New Selection Just In! O P d

NOW YOU CAN GET 
THE BEST NAME M  
BUSMESS RADIOS 
FROM JUST $329.

Motorola doesn't just make the most prestigious businoss 
radios in the world. W e also offer the best values For instance 
you c a n  buy a  Motorola M OXY Mobile Unit for an unheard 
of $329. O r a  portable HT-90 for only $399

In fact we've reduced prices on over 300 models One of 
them c a n  give you the time-saving efficiency that you 
didn't think you could afford

Call Allan Nielsen at your least Motorola office at 1-248-9050, collect

OR, a i l  US T0U. FREE AT 1-800-FM-RADIQ 
OPERATOR 11.

W <
(M) M O T O R O L A

Communications and Electronics Inc.
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