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TUESDAY IS ELECTION DAY

COUNCIL SEATS AND FIRE 
TRUCK ISSUES WILL 

GREET VOTERS NOV. 8
Next Tuesday is election day in 

Big Timber. City Council incum
bents Jack Ahimus and Vince 
Kunda are up for re-election, and 
voters will pass judgment on 
whether the city should purchase a 
new tire truck.

An article on the tire truck subject 
appearing in last week's Pioneer 
was in error when it said the de
partment and council is contemplat
ing purchasing a 4x4 1,000 gallon 
per minute pumper. That kind of 
truck was considered last summer, 
but further research indicated it 
would not be appropriate for this 
community's situation.

The truck now being considered 
would be strictly used in the city and 
not called out into the county. It 
would not be a 4-wheel drive, but 
would be equipped with bigger

pumping capabilities than the 1937 
GMC pumper now employed. Ad
ditionally, the contemplated truck 
would have compartments for tire 
fighting equipment and more horse
power for added pumping capabili
ties. I t would be designed for hook
up to water hydrants as opposed to 
features on county trucks allowing 
water to be secured from other 
sources.

Fire Chief Doug Lowry com
ments on the proposed truck and 
why he feels it is needed in a letter to 
the editor in today’s Pioneer.

Until the bids are in, it is un
known what the actual cost of the 
new truck will be. However, esti
mates run around $85,000.

Lowry points out without ade
quate equipment to protect the city 
from tire, insurance premiums

could increase should the city be 
inspected and assigned a higher 
rating.

Also on the fire truck ballot will 
be a question addressing if the city 
can enter into a longer than five year 
purchase plan for this track. A p
proval of this issue will give the 
Council greater flexibility in work
ing out the details to buy the truck.

The fire truck issue is an advisory 
vote only. The final decision on 
whether or not to buy a new city 
truck rests entirely with the mem
bers of the City Council.

The election polls will be open 
from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. N o
vember 8. Precinct One dwellers 
vote at the Hospitality House, Pre
cinct Two residents at the Court
house.

LEE KINSEY REWARDED FOR 
QUICK ACTION

On October 11 a fire broke out in 
a wood box at the home of the Don

Kinsey family north of Big Timber. 
Lee, the Kinseys' son, who is a 7th

Lee Kinsey holds the Savings Bond presented him by the 
Big Timber Volunteer Firemen.

(Contributed photo)

grader at BTGS, had the presence 
of mind to stay calm and prevent 
this from becoming a real tragedy.

His actions were rewarded this 
week when the young man was 
awarded a $30 U.S. Savings Bond 
from the local Volunteer Fire De
partment

Lee remembered where to find 
the tire extinguisher when the fire 
broke o u t He grabbed it, a few 
seconds later figured out how to use 
it, and put out the fire.

“By his quick thinking he was 
able to save the home from very 
serious damage if not complete de
struction. Of more impoctimce, he 
was able to save his sister, who 
happened to be in the room where 
the tire started, from injury,” Fire 
Chief Doug Lowry said of the in
cident

The Fire Department felt it was 
Lee’s quick thinking that saved this 
family from a real tragedy.

DARLENE STENE & LAURI COONEY 
TAKE OVER THE CENTERPIECE

Two Big Timber gals have em
barked on a new adventure. Darlene 
Stene and Lauri Cooney are now 
the owners of The Centerpiece.

Purchasing the business from 
Ben and Lola Marlin, the new own
ers took over the shop this past 
Monday.

The women intend to split their 
time there in order to still devote 
their efforts to other interests. Lauri 
is a nurse in Harlowton, and will 
continue to work a full time shift 
there, at least for the immediate 
future. Darlene is the mother of two

small children, an accomplished 
artist, and has sold her paintings 
and rosemale items for several 
years.

The Centerpiece will be moving 
across McLeod Street to the present 
C Sharps Arms building around the 
first of next month. Extensive re
modeling will be done in the new 
shop, which is slightly smaller than 
the present Centerpiece home.

Darlene and Lauri plan to 
continue most of the dried and silk 
arrangement lines now available, 
and of course offer green plants and

fresh flowers. They want to provide 
floral settings for weddings, fune
rals, and various: special occasions.

Darlene has a college degree in 
art and really enjoys the designing 
aspect of her new endeavor. Lauri, 
who is Darlene's cousin, currently 
is engaged in a purebred cattle 
business.

Jan Beley will continue to help at 
the shop with special orders.

Many of the gift items now 
offered will be kept Additionally, 
the ladies intend to take handcraft
ed items on consignment.

WHATTO DO BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER
AN EARTHQUAKE

The severe earthquake which 
struck in Central Idaho and rocked 
five western states and three Ca
nadian provinces is a reminder that 
residents of the Pacific Northwest 
also live in an area where earth
quakes are possible.

While natural disasters like 
floods and windstorms are generally 
predictable and advance warnings 
can be given, this is not true of 
earthquakes.

Still, it is possible to make some 
advance preparations so the impact 
of the earthquake can be minimized. 
Here are some suggestions of what 
to do before an earthquake strikes 
which are agreed on by most au
thorities:

1. Have a family emergency plan 
and be sure that at least one member 
of the family has had first-aid train
ing.

2. If you own your own home, 
verify that it is properly “ tied”  to the 
foundation. Extensive damage is

often done to homes that shift and 
slide on the foundation during an 
earthquake. A contractor can ad
vise you about this, as well as sug
gest whether lateral bracing of the 
house walls is feasible.

3. Be sure that water heaters and 
other gas appliances are properly 
bolted down or supported on the 
floor or wall.

4. Be sure that all members of the 
family know how to turn off utilities 
(gas, water and, electricity) in an 
emergency.

5. Maintain fresh batteries in a 
portable radio and have at least one 
flashlight in good working order.

It is better to know in advance 
what you are going to do than at
tempt to think after the floor has 
begun rolling beneath your feet. A 
few practical suggestions on which 
authorities agree are:

1. If you are‘inside a building, 
stay there. Stand in a doorway or get 
under a heavy table or desk. Stay

away from windows or other glass 
that might shatter.

2. In a large store or other public 
place, almost everyone will try to 
hurry out, which means that door
ways will probably be blocked. 
Don’t add to the jam.

3. If you are outside, try to get 
into an open space, away from 
buildings that might have falling 
glass or cornices or chimneys. Keep 
clear of power lines that might fall. 
If you are in a car, stop as soon as 
you safely can and stay inside it.

When the earthquake shocks die 
away, there are still some active 
perils that may come. Broken gas 
lines or appliances may cause a fire, 
and ruptured water lines can cause 
extensive damage. Here are some 
suggestions for what to do after the 
earthquake.

1. First, check to be sure that no 
one in the family is injured. Start 
first aid immediately if injuries are 
found.

Continued on page 5

Secretary of State Jim Waltermire, right, visits with this county's State Senator Pete Story at last 
Wednesday’s Republican Harvest Dinner.

WALTERMIRE TALKS TO REPUBLICANS
Sweet Grass County Republi

cans and their guests enjoyed an 
exceptional turkey dinner with all 
the trimmings last Wednesday 
night Special speaker that evening 
for the Harvest dinner was Secre
tary of State Jim Waltermire.

Waltermire predicted the state 
would experience a “big victory in

the next election" because his 
party’s economic policy is working.

The 53 persons attending were 
told by the state leader the reason 
this country has succeeded where 
others have failed is freedom of 
expression and being able to do 
what they can for themselves.

The Pioneer asked Waltermire 
about his future political plans. He

replied he is considering making a 
bid for the U.S. Senate seat and 
expects a final decision by January.

The evening's meal was under the 
auspices of Dan Rostad. Sweet 
Grass Republican Chairman Con
rad Fredricks MC'd the program, 
and a portion of the proceeds were 
sent to the State Party.

CORNER’S JURY FINDS NO FAULT
-— -Th*re v m  no criminal negligence 

involved in the train-pedestrian 
accident which took the life of 17- 
year-old Kenneth Hoffman Octo
ber 21. This was the determination 
of the 7 member coroner’s jury at an 
inquest held Wednesday, October 
26.

Testimony given by two of 
Hoffman’s teenage friends indicat
ed the youth had been drinking beer 
since about 8:00 on the evening of 
October 20. The autopsy report 
showed the victim’s blood alcohol 
content at 0.17. A 0.10 reading is 
used to determine prohibition from 
driving.

Coroner Joe Hansen testified a 
0.17 percentage, consuming an 
estimated 8 to 12 cans of beer,

SPEECH JUDGES 
NEEDED

A speech contest will be held at 
the Sweet Grass County High 
School Saturday, November 19.

If you would like to help with the 
judging contact Vince Kunda. He 
may be reached at home (932- 
2363) or at the high school (932- 
2108). “ We need lots of judges," 
Kunda said.

FREE SCREENING 
CLINIC

The Stillwater/Sweet Grass 
Special Education Cooperative will 
sponsor a free pre-school screening 
at the Congregational Church on 
November 9, from 9:00 to noon, 
and 1:00 to 2:30. The screening is 
for all children between the ages of 
0-5.

The clinic is for all of Sweet 
Grass County.

Parents of pre-school children 
are urged to take this opportunity 
for a developmental screening of 
their child. If your child goes to a 
pre-school program or a babysitter, 
please encourage them to bring the 
children to the clinic.

The purpose of the clinic is to 
identify each child’s developmental 
progress and individual needs in 
order to pinpoint potential learning 
problems and help prepare them for 
a more rewarding school exper
ience. Areas to be screened are: 
Gross Motor, Fine Motor, Con
cepts, Speech & Language, Vision, 
and Hearing.

“ probably would have a  significant 
affect on sensory awareness and
response time, but would not typi
cally indicate ’falling down drunk’.”

Hoffman and four friends crossed 
the railroad tracks, aware of the 
approaching train, at approximate
ly 3:45 a.m. They were on their way 
to a home on the north side of town.

Burlington Northern Locomotive 
EnginecrDennis Tracy told the jury 
the train was traveling at maximum 
speed, 45 mph, when he first saw 
“something" on the tracks. He im
mediately pulled the whistle and 
seconds later threw the train into 
emergency, releasing the full force 
of the brakes.

Hoffman was the last of the group 
to cross the railroad tracks. Accord-

ing to Tracy and BN Brake man Jim 
^ Jones, who abo  testified,' Hoffman 

brtw—  twopertadbox cars
on the north of the open route, then 
came back toward the rails he had 
just gone over.

“ He started running down the 
tracks on the outside, and at first I 
thought he was going to cross the 
tracks to the south again,” Tracy 
said.

Hoffman ran west between the 
tracks and the parked box cars, then 
came up closer to the tracks and was 
running on the outside of the ties 
when he was fatally struck.

The autopsy report indicated 
Hoffman died very soon after the 
collision. The teenagers with him 
were unaware of the accident until 
informed later by authorities.

Kathryn Lowry, right, is shown here at the Banquet 
hosted by Girl Scout Alumni in her honor. At the left is her 
daughter, Debbie Hedrick.

(Contributed Photo)

GIRL SCOUTS HONOR 
KATHRYN LOWRY

Saturday, October 22nd, the 
Lutheran Church was the place to 
be for Girt Scout Alumni and 
friends of Kathryn Lowry. A lun
cheon was held in her honor to 
commemorate the years she has 
devoted to Girl Scouts.

Kathryn started her involvement 
in Scouting when her daughter, 
Debbie, joined Girt Scouts. That 
was in January of 1960. From that 
time to the present she has been 
active in all phases of scouting. She 
served on the Girl Scout Council 
from 1963 to 1983. Locally she has 
served as a Scout leader, Troop 
Consultant, Outdoor Consultant, 
Day Camp Director, and anything 
else she was asked to do.

Billings Council members attend
ing were Pat Sheetz, Lois Mitchell, 
Sonny Torrence and Dee Slemmer.

Bert Bovee from Columbus and 
Nina Celander and Mary Lou Bray 
from Livingston were also in at
tendance. There were many from 
out-of-town who came for the lun
cheon that were members of Katie’s 
troops throughout the years.

The local Girl Scouts opened the 
program with the Flag Ceremony. 
Former Scouts Mimi Cremer, Rita 
Bccken, Diane Gibby and Kim Sell 
led the group in some group singing 
of old familiar campsongs. Sharing 
memories of past years activities- 
camping, badge work, training, 
making lefse, etc.-fumished enter
tainment for the rest of the after
noon.

The delicious salad bar luncheon 
was served by the Lutheran Ladies 
Aid.


