
i

The Itili
», X

Pioneer Centennial
Year

Edition 2,#
VOL 96 BIG TIMBER, SWEET GRASS COUNTY, MONTANA —. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9,1983 No. 10

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY 
GUARANTEE IN QUESTION

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SAYS PROBLEMS EXIST
City of Big Timber Public Works 

Director Ron Thomas reported on 
the status of the curtains at the 
City’s new wastewater treatment 
center at Monday night’s City 
Council meeting.

Thomas described a repair of 
about fifteen tears in the curtains, 
which serve as dividers between the 
compartments through which the 
water flows during treatment 

Although the wastewater had 
been incompletely treated before 
the repair, it has met the State water 
quality standards, according to 
M ayor John Drivdahl.

There were a number of sup
pliers, engineers and contractors 
involved in the project from its in
ception to its completion.

They include White-McNeil, the 
contractors who actually performed 
the majority o f the physical labor 
installing the system. They were 
under contract to the engineering 
firm of Christian, Springs, Seilbach 
and Associates, the principal en
gineers of the project. Other com-

panies also involved in the experi
mental curtains are H index En
gineering and Environetics.

The Archibald Company of 
Butte, an engineering finn, was the 
distributor of the curtains.

The main problem with repairing 
the curtains is the guarantee. The 
City’s understanding was the cur
tains were fully warranted for a 
period of ten years.

According to a letter dated Oc
tober 31,1983 to Mayor Drivdahl 
from Jim Jupka of The Archibald 
Company, the guarantee was be
tween Christian, Springs, Seilbach 
and Associates, White-McNeil and 
the City of Big Timber and “ was 
never accepted by Environetics or 
The Archibald Company.“

The agreement, according to 
Archibald and Environetics, was 
that materials for repair and a 
supervisor would be provided to 
make the repairs but no labor or 
equipment would be provided.

During discussion between 
Thomas and the Council it was

revealed that other problems exist, 
with the new facility.

“ There is too much air pressure 
being generated in the system,”  
Thomas said.

The system’s manual describes in 
detail the construction and opera
tion of the wastewater treatment 
p lant The construction done by 
White-McNeil was not done in ac
cordance with manual instructions, 
but was done as parts and material 
arrived at the construction site, 
Thomas said. In some cases, he 
stated, parts were installed in re
verse order, possibly the cause of 
the excessive generation of air pres
sure.

Certain lines were to have been 
installed while the blower was in 
operation, but in fact the lines were 
installed before the blower even 
arrived at the site Thomas con
tinued.

The problem of the warranty 
agreement will be turned over to 
City Attorney Tom Biglen for 
advice.

It was Bazaar!
It was time for the ever-popular Big Timber Bazaar last Saturday and as always a good crowd 

was on hand to browse and buy.The annual event is sponsored by the Big Timber Jaycee Women, 
and over 60 booths were available to shoppers this year.

DISTRICT COURT JURY ACQUITS 
DEAN OF ASSAULT CHARGE

Terrell Dean was found not guilty 
of assault by a District Court jury 
yesterday, Nov. 8. The 9 woman, 3 
man panel deliberated four hours 
before reaching their conclusion at 
3:30 Tuesday afternoon.

Dean was accused of using un-' 
necessary force and inflicting 
bruises on the buttocks and thighs of 
a nine year old boy, the child of the 
woman the defendant was living 
with.

The defense, presented by Big 
Timber attorney Jim Tulley, con
tended the punishment was a 
“ spanking’’, that Dean did not 
realize nor intend the iryury inflict
ed upon the boy. It was also brought 
out during the two-day trial that 
Dean’s religious conviction led him 
to believe it was necessary to strike 
the child “when he was bad’’. “If 
you do not punish a child, you hate 
him,” Dean stated he believed.

The 42-year-old defendant sat at 
the defense table in the courtroom 
with a copy of the Bible in front of 
him.

The young boy’s mother, Regina 
(Jeanne) Davis, had given Dean 
permission to discipline her son. It 
was she who initially went to the 
SherifFs Office complaining, ac
cording to Undersheriff Georee

Ames, that Dean had beaten her 
son and she wanted something done 
about i t  Mrs. Davis said Monday at 
the trial she only wanted Dean 
removed from her trailer at Os- 
home's Trailer Court in BigTimbcr 
so that she could retrieve her be
longings before returning to Flo
rida. The mother did not testify for 
the state in this case. Instead, she 
was a witness in Dean’s behalf, and 
indicated she now wants the de
fendant released and reunited into 
her family.

Testimony and evidence present
ed at the trial showed when state
ments were taken at the local 
Sheriff's Office the day after the 
bruises were inflicted, Mrs. Davis 
indicated she was fearful of Dean 
and concerned for her son’s safety. 
Last Monday, Mrs. Davis told the 
jury she was upset that day and 
didn’t remember much of what she 
told Ames two months previously.

The incident from which the 
assault charge stemmed occurred 
the eveing of Sept 4. Earlier in 
the day the young boy had brought a 
dog into the home after being told by 
Dean to leave the animal outside. 
He then lied about the dog, testi
mony reflected.

Later the child told Dean he had

bitten himself. Dean told (he boy to 
go into the bathroom and take his 
clothes off. Upon inspection, Dean 
found no bite marks. Dean left the 
bathroomfor aihorttlm e, and whan 
hereturned tKere was it bite mark on 
the boy’s arm. Dean believed the 
boy inflicted the mark while he was 
out of the room, and then proceeded 
to lie about when he had done i t

The defendant got a stick used 
for framing pictures and “spanked” 
the boy. The actual stick and a 
brush hanging in the bathroom, 
were confiscated by Sheriff's de
puties for evidence at the trial, but 
subsequently could not be located. 
Photos were introduced in the stead 
of the actual items.

After the punishment, Dean talk
ed with the boy about lying and 
together they listened to some reli
gious tapes. The boy did not appear 
to be in pain either that night or the 
next day, testimony revealed, al
though the youngster said it hurt 
when he was struck.

The following day Mrs. Davis 
discovered the bruises on the boy’s 
body. She took her children, the boy 
and his sister, and left the trailer. 
She had been told the night before 
by Dean he intended to leave. Dean

stated, “ I felt I had to remove my
self from evil.”

Discussion that Saturday night 
between Mrs. Davis and Dean had 
touched upon Dean's belief the boy 
worshipped the devil County At
torney Tom Biglen, who presented 
the state’s case, pointed out.

On the Sunday Mrs. Davis left 
with her children, she telephoned a 
friend, Myma Conrad. The two 
women met and later went to the 
SherifFs Office. After seeing the 
boy's wounds, Undersheriff Ames 
told the women and children to go to 
the local hospital for the boy to be 
examined. Ames then arrested 
Dean at the trailer house.

Dr. Tom Ivey, who examined the 
youth, testified before the jury he 
believed the bruises were inflicted 
by more than the force of "just a 
spanking” .

The young boy took the stand and 
described the incident He said he 
understood why Dean punished him 
and that he was not angry at him. 
Asked by Tulley how he feels about 
Dean now, the youngster replied, “ I 
love him."

Dean has been released on his 
own recognizance. Charges of 
sexual assault on a ten-year-old girl 
are still filed against him.

UNOFFICIAL
ELECTION
RESULTS

O n  P roposed  P u rch ase  o f  a  C ity  F ire  T ru ck  

VOTE IN ALL COLUMNS

Q uestion:
Shall th e  City o f  Big T im b e r  p u rch ase  a c ity  fire truck? 

□  Against the purchase — 82 votes

For the purchase — 298 votes

PANEL SPEAKS TO 
STUDENTS ON ALCOHOL 

AND ITS USE
There were plenty of questions 

Thursday when a panel of local 
citizens spoke to Big Timber Grade 
School 7th and 8th graders on 
alcohol and its use. The hour long 
session held at the school afforded 
the opportunity for information and 
statistics to be presented to the 
young people, and for an exchange 
of comments and queries between 
the professionals and the young
sters.

BTGS teacher and panel moder
ator Randy Schiele termed the 
discussion very successful and 
noted when time was up, students 
were still seeking information. “Our 
purpose was to inform the kids, to 
give them the facts. Then they can 
make up their own minds,”  Schiele 
said.

There were six persons on the 
panel. The scope of the presentation 
centered on alcohol use, effects, 
how to get help, and how to get help 
for others.

County Attorney Tom Biglen 
and Juvenile Officer Pam Moore

addressed the legal aspects of al
cohol involvement. Brad Snodgrass 
spoke on his experience through 
ambulance calls involving alcohol- 
related accidents. Coroner Joe 
Hansen presented statistics on the 
number of deaths in Sweet Grass 
County in past years where alcohol 
was a contributing factor.

Alcohol Rehabilitation counselor 
Karen Clark advised the students 
where they can go for help if they 
have an alcohol problem, or are 
seeking help for anothers.
Dr. Tom Ivey talked about the 

medical aspects of alcohol use, and 
how the drug affects actions, 
responses and judgements.

The youngsters had many ques
tions for the local citizens and those 
involved felt the panel was success
ful in stimulating thought about 
alcohol use and possible subsequent 
problems and situations stemming 
from it.

The BTGS Junior High staff and 
students expressed appreciation to 
the panel members for their presen
tation.

CITY MAY CHARGE FOR 

NEW SERVICE HOOKUP
The Big Timber City Council 

may establish rates for new custo
mers to hook up to city sewer and 
water service in the future.

Councilmcn at Monday night's 
meeting favored the establishment 
of a flat fee to help defray the 
expense of the hookups.

Mayor John Drivdahl estimated 
the City averages about six to ten

new hookups per year.
Before any decisions arc made 

and fees set, the Council will con
sult with the League of Cities and 
Towns to determine the prevailing 
rates.

The consensus of the Council 
was that virtually all other towns do 
charge for service hookups and that 
Big Timber should also charge.

BOY SCOUTS GET 
NEW AM. FLAG

Local Boy Scout Troop No. 521 
was presented with a new American 
flag on behalf of Congressman Ron 
Marlenee at the troop meeting last 
Thursday evening.

In the letter to the Scouts which 
accompanied the flag, Congress
man Marlenee said: “ I was told that 
Troop #521 of Big Timber was in 
need of a new American flag to fly at 
their meetings and functions, since 
the old flag had only forty-eight 
stars, and was looking a bit tattered.

I am pleased to be able to present a 
new fifty star flag to your troop. 
Please accept it with my compli
ments.”

The Amencan flag was also ac
companied by a certificate, signed 
by the Architect of the Capitol, that 
the flag was flown over the United 
States Capitol on September 19, 
1983, at the request of Congress
man Marlenee, for Boy Scout 
Troop No. 521, Big Timber, Mon
tana.

Q uestion :
Shall th e  City o f  Big T im b e r  e n te r  in to  a co n trac t ex c ee d in g  
five (5) years fo r  the  p u rch a se  o f a city fire  truck3

□  Against — 107 votes

X For — 251 votes

COUNCIL SEATS
VINCE KUNDA

JACK ALTIMUS

199 votes

131 votes

IT’S THE KIDS 
THAT COUNT!

TEN WAYS TO MAKE THE MOST OF PARENT- 
TEACHER CONFERENCES

Before you go:
Think in advance v*hat questions 

you want to ask (be specific).
Ask your child if he has any 

questions he wants you to ask the 
teacher.

Attend the conference with hus
band (or wife) if at all possible.

Leave child and brothers and sis
ters (who may repeat what they 
hear) at home, unless teacher re
quests their presence.

At the meeting:
Arrive promptly (teacher may 

have other appointments sched
uled).

Remember that, although you’re 
there basically to obtain informa
tion, you can provide the teacher 
with certain background informa
tion that may make it easier for her

to deal with your child.
Ask her what you can do on the 

home front to aid your child’s learn
ing.

If you have a specific point to 
discuss or a complaint, listen to the 
teacher’s side of things before you 
criticize.

Express your appreciation to the 
teacher for her help and interest.

Leave promptly.

When you get home:
Jot down notes of important 

points you discussed.
Check back in a few weeks with 

the teacher to discuss child's prog
ress since your meeting.

Teachers ta re  about kids.
H elp them.

G et involved In yonr school. 
—Sweet G rass Education Assoc.


