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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

THINK ABOUT IT
Dear Editor

The past couple o f weeks as counselor of the local alcohol 
program, I have heard many different views as to the fault that 
resulted in a very tragic death. The following are some of them:

• I t  was the person who bought the liquor for the minors.
• I t  was law enforc :ment for not being tough enough about 

curfew.
• I t  was the law for not being tough enough on people who buy 

liquor for minora.
• I t  is the parents’ fault for not knowing where their kids are.
• I t  is the parents’ fault for almost condoning parties at the end 

of a sports season or for seniors.
• I t  is the school’s fault for various reasons.
• I t  is the local alcohol program's fault for not doing more 

outreach.
• I t  is Big Timber’s fault because there is nothing for the young 

people to do here.
• I t  is the kids* fault because they don’t take care of each other
• I t  is the fault of the legal drinking age.
• I t  is the fault of alcohol.
I’ve heard a lot of ideas and opinions from responsible, 

concerned people. Any one of those ideas and opinions seems to be 
an easy answer, an easy place to put the blame. I think it is time, 
past time really, for each of us to take an honest look at our drinking 
society arid what is acceptable.

Please remember that you and I are society. Drinking is 
accepted, almost a necessity. Dnmkeness, of various degrees, is 
accepted — or at the very least, tolerated.

This is the first thing we teach our children. From the time they 
are bom, we teach them it is okay to drink. We teach them via 
television, commericals and programs, magazine advertisements, 
rodeos, picnics, camping and fishing tripe, after the game, going to 
thegame, special celebrations, and more. We teach them in our 
homes by example.

This isn’t something that is discussed with our children — it is 
demonstrated!

Suddenly, about the time they reach the 7th or 8th grade, we tell 
them “Don’t Drink’’! You might as well say, “Don’t walk in front 
of that truck!’’, and then you walk in front of i t  It makes about as 
much sense.

What is wrong? Our attitudes toward drinking. W ho is at fault? 
Everybody is -  and nobody is. I am, you are.

A young man died too early in his life. Young people have died in 
the past and young people will die in the future. Tragedies just keep 
on. . . .  But does it have to be? Can something be done? I believe the 
answer is yes. Each one of you reading this can ask yourself some 
hard questions.

Where and how did I learn to drink?
What is my attitude toward drinking?
Why do I drink?
What kind of example have I set, am I setting, will I set?
W hat are my children, and others, learning from me?
Hard questions? You bet, but they need answers.
Students reading this, remember you are also an example to a 

younger person, and your peers. W hat kind of example are you 
setting?

Just because “ it is the way things are’’ does not mean it is right or 
cannot be changed.

Think about i t
Thank you,

Karen Clark
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SAXON’S INTERIORS
Pre-Holiday Sale

Give your windows a fresh look and an energy 
efficient treatment before winter sets in.
Woven Woods 
Veresol Blinds 
Riviera 1" B linds 
by Custom-JMt

Louver Drape 
Vertical Blind 

1" Aspen Wood 
5%  o ff until Nov. 18

New Sunflex M ini Blinds 30%  o ff until Dec. 31

Professional decorator will help you make choice.

Call for Appointment 
932-3422

HUNTING, A RANCHER’S 
PERSPECTIVE -

In exchange for the privilo*» of busting oo our reach this year, I 
urge you to think about that fadowing Itola reoogaiaed impacts of 
hunting and recreation on'private land and landowners:

I. Beginning in September; and increasingly through October 
and November, we are beseiged by phone calls and visits from 
prospective hunters looking for girne and a place to  hunt | t  During 
the past six yean, we have averaged a little under 1,000, that’s one 
thousand, hunter days per year op our ranch. Understandably most 
hunters call or stop by and ask where the deer are, where the open 
areas are, where the property Mnes-are, where the big ones are, 
where the roads are, where the other hunter« are, etc., etc., etc. 
Consider that 1,000 hunten visiting only 5 minutes each — 5,000 
minutes — 83 hours “  for example, two average work weeks. (Not 
to mention the inevitable sustained damages and frustration« 
caused by only a few hunten; consider that if only 4% of the 1,000 
hunten are careless, that’s 40 hunten or, on the average, an 
incident every day during the season.

II. Those of you who’ve hunted here in the past couple o f yean 
will recall that I ’ve asked you to purchase extra beef from your
grocer for each big game animal you take home. This year I renew
this plea. Remember that we ranchers not only feed the deer for 
nothing, in place of potential income-producing livestock, but, by
allowing you to take e deer from our property home to your freezer,

YARNS FROM THE 
YELLOWSTONE

HUNTING
By BYRON GROSF1ELD

This is the time of year when s man's trigger finger begins to itch 
and he pauses occasionally to gaze up at the hills and mountains. 
Sometimes he spots a place where he has caught up to a big buck 
and the memory causes his heart to beat a little faster.

It is fun to get out in the lulls and hunt whether be it successful or 
not, but the added bonus is the privilege of taking home a fine piece 
of meat—fine only if it it taken care of in the proper manner.

It is most important to bleed the game thoroughly. If this is not 
done, the meat will turn dark and develop e strong, unappetizing 
flavor. Small wonder some people are prejudiced against wild 
m eat The best of beef can be ruined, too, if tire blood is not drained 
off.

Granted that much of the time it is difficult to get to the game to 
cut the throat because the distance and perhaps rough terrain come 
between the hunter and his prey. It has been my experience that a 
heart or lung shot is the way to bring down a big game animal. It 
then bleeds internally and the reward for good careful marksman
ship is good, pink meat to put on the table.

There is one more important step in caring for the meat—it must 
be cooled as quickly as possible, and if possible, kept cool. Once 
the body heat is out, the meat will stand fairly high temperatures 
without spoiling. The old timers knew this. The roundup cooks 
hung their meat out at night anil wrapped it in canvas during the 
day. I have hoisted a chunk of beef twenty feet up into a 
cottonwood in summertime and never lost a bit of i t  Flies don’t go 
up that high and the meat develops a crust in the dry air that 
preserves it perfectly. . n  v  •» . . . . . .

Should k he liiposrlblr tcChwig thè game, then an alternative Is 
to roll it onto aomcL sticks tq je t  ¡Loff the ground, spliUhsiirisket, 
and spread all the legs to let the air reach the carcass. It is best to 
place the meat in the shade and a few branches scattered loosely 
over the booty will allow the air to circulate yet discourage magpies 
and eagles from eating it.

It it natural for people to think a young buck is better eating than 
an old one but I do not agree.

The best venison I ever ate was from old bucks with only a 
couple of teeth; they were senile and just lay around all summer, 
grazing and putting on fat. I have seen bucks like this with over an 
inch and a half of fat on their loin j and their meat was as tender and 
tasty as any found anywhere.

MCDONNELL-HARRISON

★  Black Prestige Sale* 

Nov. 17,1983 1:OOp.m.

Offering the Cowman
Total Performance

Selling 155 Head

35 • Angus Bleek 2 yew old bolls -Registered 
15 - Hereford 2 year old balls - Registered 
20 - Angae Brad Helfen - Registered

All of McDoaaellsi82’ Replacements 
20 • Angus Ball Calves - Registered 
20 - Angos Heifer Calves - Registered

Top of the 83’ Calf Crop Gross both herds 
20 - Aagas Brad Helfen - CoaMercial 
20 - Aagas Heifer Calves

Sale at
Midland Sales Arena

5 ml. east o f Colambas - Soath Frontage Road

For Information Contact:
Leo McDonnell, Jr. 

Columbus, M T  
(406) 322-5597

Leo McDonnell 
Billings, M T  

(406) 656-5638

Doug Harrison 
Boyd, M T  

(406) 962-3867

Lunch at 12:00

we pat ourselves in the awkward position of being in direct arid* 
advene competition with ourselves, becaure for every deer taken 

‘home to a family, about -70 pounds loo* beef gets purchased the1' 
following year. Eqjoy your hunting privilege, but phase eqjoy beef 
also. Nothing satisfies quite like i t  4 .

HI. One final note, There seems to be an ever-increasing 
demand by some members o f the public for access on o r across 
private lands in Montana. Some sportsmen and environmentalist 
groups havereven taken the extreme action o f seeking forced 
recreational accm  os private land throt«h the courts, both in the 
form of access via scnaHed “ navigable streams” , and though so- 
called “ rescriptive easements” . This landowner finds k  very 
frustrating that such attempts are able to secure the support of, 
sportsmen, and sportsmen’s and wildlife organizations.

It should be obvious that quality hunting, fishing, and recreation 
. are attainable through good sportsmen-landowner relations. These 

attempts at confiacatioo o f private property and private property 
rights will only serve to alienate landowners and recreationists, as 
well as having other broad negative political, legal, and economic 
consequences. As I  noted in last year’s hunting letter, “Between 
the economic reasons and other political reasons (most notably the 
persistent attempted takeover of land, water, access, and other 
property rights by state and federal government and some individ
uals and groups), free hunting will soon be a thing of the past 
because ranchers will continue to close in protest If you really do 
appreciate your free privilege to  hunt on this and other ranches, you 
should be actively lobbying your sportsmen’s organizations and 
the state Department of F ish and Game both to intensify their 
efforts towards good landowner-sportsmen relationships and to 
refrain from antagonizing political manuevers.”  I urge you to think 
seriously of the consequences of the kinds of attempted confisca
tion mentioned above—it goes much further than hunting and 
fishing—it cuts to the core o f American tradition and our free 
enterprise system.

IV. Meanwhile I hope you have an enjoyable hunting experi
ence. GOOD LUCK. And don’t forget to eat plenty o f BEEF.

—Sweet Grass County Rancher
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42” SLEIGHS
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SALE $13.05

ONE ONLY! IS  C F
DEEP FREEZE
M u l .  Mo d . l  W .«  | 4 W

SALE $350.00

Thorsen 
Tools 

25% off

W . Mill hav. 
an axealtont 
solaction of 
Xmas goods.

WESTERN AUTO 
Î Â S ”  SUPPLY
Livingston

V


