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GENE BOWMAN IS GUEST 
ARTIST AT BARBER SHOP 
GALLERY OPEN HOUSE

NEW RESIDENT TO DISPLAY FINE ORIGINAL CREATIONS

By BILL FRAZIER

This week marks the first year 
anniversary of Jack Hines’ and Jes
sica Zemsky’s Barber Shop Gal
lery. To commemorate the occasion 
and in appreciation for the com
munity’s support during the last 
year, Pattie Frazier, Director of the 
gallery, has planned an'open house,

Gallery, have been selected by 
Bloomingdales in New York to be 
introduced with the Ralph Lauren 
spring collection of fashions.

Each piece of jewelry is unique 
and one o f a kind. Authentic in 
concept and design, the jewelry, 
artifacts and garments are the result 
of a lifetime of study arid respect for 
the Northern Plains Indian culture.

our daily lives comes from the earth. 
Man has always sought to adorn 
himself and his surroundings with 
materials fashioned with his own 
hand. Be it jewelry, clothing or 
household furnishings, his tools and 
materials are of the earth. All of my 
work reflects the Indian cultures’ 
contributions to the human desire 
for beauty. All of my work is hand

Gene Bowman, left, will be the special guest artist at the Barber Shop Gallery Open House this Sunday. 
Bowman has earned a reputation for his fine craftsmanship and his jewelry will be included in Bloomingdales of 
New York spring fashion show. At right is Gallery Director Pattie Frazier, who is wearing some of Gene’s 
creations. Spread on the rug between the two arc more items, including moccasins, which Gene has made. 
Additional pieces will be on display this weekend.

complete with wine and hors 
d’oeuvres, for this Sunday after
noon, December 4, from 12:00 
noon until 4:00 p m  

Showcased at the open house will 
be the magnificent work of guest 
artist, Gene Bowmaa A new resi
dent of Big Timber, Gene ¡s a na
tionally known poet, artist and 
craftsman of Indian jewelry and 
artifacts. In addition to being shown 
at the Barber Shop Gallery in Big 
Timber, Gene’s work can be seen at 
the Trailsidc Galleries in Jacksoa 
WY, Scottsdale, AZ, and Houstoa 
TX. Many of his pieces of jewelry, 
just like what will be shown in the

Many of the necklaces, hairtics and 
other adornments incorporate o- 
riginal, antique trade beads made in 
China and Italy and brought to the 
tribes by the early traders and 
mountain m ea

Leather vests, handbags, moc
casins and other garments, some of 
the finest leather work available 
anywhere, will be on view. Also on 
display will be beaded knife 
sheaths, war clubs and other arti
facts, all of which are authentic and 
beautiful.

As Bowman says, “ All materials 
come from the earth When you 
think about it, everything we use in

TRAPPING
By VERNON CRAIG Montana 
Department o f Flih, Wildlife & 
Parks

You and I may not be ready for 
winter, but once more nature has 
prepared Montana's wild critters 
for the cold, lean days ahead Some 
birds have fled to the southern, 
warmer climates and some animals 
lie dormant in their sheltered winter 
quarters. Others that can neither 
flee the wrath of winter or sleep it off 
must face the elements.

Many of these four-footed ani
mals that must brave the rigors of 
winter arc provided with an insulat
ing blanket of fur. By mid-Novem
ber, the furs are glossy, luxuriant 
and prime for use in the furrier 
trade.

Vagaries of the fur market are 
extreme because the demand is tied 
directly to fashion fads. While trap
ping is a bread and butter business 
for some trappers, for many if s just 
an excuse to get out and enjoy 
winter and at the same time collect a 
few extra dollars. But trapper activi
ty is stimulated by higher prices. 
For example, over an eleven year 
period, 1971 through 19'J2, the

number of trapping licenses in
creased from slightly over 800 to 
more than 3,400. Dunng the late 
60’s and early 70’s a mink pelt 
might have sold for $10 - S15, 
bcaverS20-$25, bobcatsfromS 15
- S25, red fox fromS7 - $10, coyote 
from$7 - S 12, and weasel fromS.50
- SI.50. During die 1981-82 trap
ping season, pelts in Montana 
brought the following average 
prices: mink SI 8, beaver SI 8, bob
cat S174, redfoxS48, coyote S66, 
and weasel SI.00.

Most of Montana’s trapping sea
sons for furbearers got underway in 
November and December. Fur- 
bearers as defined by law in this 
state are marten or sable, otter, 
muskrat, fisher, mink, bobcat lynx, 
wolverine, northern swift fox, and 
beaver. There are no trapping sea
sons for swift fox. Others that have 
commercial pelt value are badger, 
raccoon, red fox, skunk, weasel, 
and coyote.

Trapping and harvest of classi
fied furbearers are carefully con
trolled in Montana Trappers must 
be licensed and only Montana resi
dents may obtain licenses to take

crafted by me with gifts from the 
earth"

This open house will be a fine 
opportunity to sec something new 
and different in the area and mu
seum quality work of great beauty. 
According to Pattie, everyone is 
invited and will be most welcome.

CALL FOR HELP TRACED 
BY PHONE WORKERS

The operator answered the ring 
“ I need help, I need help!” is what t 
she heard

Early Monday morning, Novem
ber 28, a Billings telephone opera
tor listened to a man’s call for help 
After his initial plea, she could elicit 
no more conversation from him.

Quickly, she traced the call to Big 
Timber. The operator phoned the 
local Sheriffs Department on an
other line; It was 4:42 a m  when

dispatcher Dottie Bchling got the 
calL

While the two women were talk
ing the man hung up. But shortly 
thereafter, the receiver on his end 
was picked up again. The line be
tween him and Billings was still 
connected

Repeatedly, there was no re
sponse to questions about his lo
cation.

Mrs. Behling quickly telephoned

Triangle Cooperative’s Big Timber 
manager Gary Smart Smart im
mediately went down to the com
pany’s local office and was able to 
trace the emergency call to the Lars 
Krone residence at 314 east5th.

A deputy was dispatched to the 
home and discovered Mr. Krone 
had had a stroke. He was trans
ported to the Sweet Grass Com
munity Hospital where he is now 
recovering

COUNTY COMES UP SHORT
The Sweet Grass County govern

ment, including the local school 
districts, have come up $17,000 
short of what they budgeted for the 
present fiscal year. The reason is a 
change in the amount of revenue 
expected from taxes on ranch resi
dences.

Last March country dwellers 
learned the 20 percent discount on 
the appraised value of ranch resi
dences would no longer apply. The 
increase amounted to approximate
ly $17,000 and boards and com
missioners dealing with public 
funds figured their individual por
tion of this amount into their 1983-

84 budgets.
But a lawsuit was filed by the 

Montana Stockgrowers challenging 
the lifting of this 20 percent dis
count. A Helena District Court 
judge ruled in the organization’s 
behalf, and now Sweet Grass 
County is without these funds.

Application of the 20 percent 
discount was left to the discretion of 
each individual county appraiser. 
This county’s appraising officers, 
who cover Sweet Grass and Park 
Counties, determined the discount 
would no longer be given here.

Local assessor Marvin Barber 
explained that since only a portion

Hunter walks out
The Sweet Grass County She

riffs department was called to 
search for a lost hunter last 
Friday night Nineteen-year-old 
Todd Blomquist, formerly of Big 
Timber and now living in James
town, North Dakota, walked out of 
the mountains to safety around 9:00 
Saturday morning 

The young man and his father, 
Alan Blomquist along with 
another companion, were hunting

on the Orval Ellison ranch on the 
West Boulder. Separated from the 
others, Todd found a cabin in the 
woods, built a fire, and stayed there 
for about an hour. By the next 
morning he had found his way out of 
the mountains and emerged down 
Peterson Creek towards the Yel
lowstone River near where the four- 
lane 1-90 interstate highway ends at 
Springdale.

Todd caught a ride into Big 
Timber, notified authorities he was 
safe, and the search was called off.

of the 517,000 was doled out to 
each county fund, including some to 
each school district, the adjustment 
will not be too great in any one 
particular area. The difference will 
have to come from other budgeted 
sources, cutting back, or dipping 
into reserves.

The 20 percent discount of ranch 
residences originally came about as 
a justification of the distance 
country residents must cover to get 
to town services.

Barber noted he has not yet re
ceived word if refunds for the 
discount will be made in the form of 
a check or if credit will be given on 
next year’s taxes.

- ROAD REPORT- 
NUMBERS 
CHANGE

The State Highway Department 
has several new numbers for the 
winter road report Clipping these 
and placing them in a handy place 
wouldn't be a bad idea

Bozeman division (recording) - 
586-1313.

Helena division (recording) - 
444-6354.

Helena division (not a recording) 
444-6339.

Toll Free Number - (800) 332- 
6171.

-r’- L v >, ■.

Ready for the buyer
Pat Pederson of Big Timber trapped these fox in this area and readied the pelts for the buyer coming 

through last week. These furs will go to Mexico for further processing Pat says the harvest this season is 
"better than last year!”

furbearers. Cost of a general trapper 
license is S I0.00, but persons who 
own land or any tenant o. immedi
ate family member may get a S1.00 
license to trap upon owned or leased 
land

Nonresidents to Montana can

buy predator and nongame wildlife 
trapper licenses for S250.00. This 
limits nonresident trapper license 
holders to taking such commercia- 
pelts as coyote, weasel, skunk, red 
fox, and badger.

During recent years the harvest

of furs has been an economic boon 
to Montana trappers. Value of furs 
taken in state during the 1981-82 
season were estimated to total al
most $2,000,000. Coyotes, though 
not legally classed as furbearers, 
were the most valuable at

$781,000, while muskrats ran 
second at S 110,000. Among mam
mals not legally defined as fur
bearers, harvested fox were valued 
atS329,000, raccoon atS163,000, 
skunks at 531,000, badger at 
$46,000, and weasels at S720.


