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PSC COMMISSIONER TALKS ON MT POWER REQUEST
It’s going to be the most signi

ficant case in Montana’s history, 
predicted Public Service Commis
sioner Tom Schneider on Montana 
Power’s request Tor a 55 percent 
rate increase. “ It will be the most 
significant because it involves the 
most money,”  he added.

Speaking before members of the 
Boulder Valley Association at their 
annual meeting November 30, Sch
neider explained the background of 
the power company’s most recent 
requested price increase (S96 
million) and the process the PSC 
will go through to reach a decision.

The Commissioner noted a pub
lic hearing will be held in Big 
Timber on the issue, probably in 
mid-March. At that time official 
testimony and comments from the 
public will be taken.

Schneider told the group of about 
30 BVA members and guests the 
history behind the rate increase 
request.

In 1976, working under the then- 
new Major Facilities Siting Act, the 
State Department of Natural Re
sources reached a decision that Col- 
strip 3 and 4 could be built. After 
determining there was a need for the

power, and that no significant 
social or environmental impacts 
would be made due to the con
struction or operation of the power 
plants, the-state gave approval for 
the project.

Montana Power owns 30 percent 
of Colstrip. Their investment re
presents $500 million, or more than 
all their previous investments dur
ing the company’s 80 year history.

Since 1976 construction has 
been underway. Montana Power 
was not allowed to recover any of 
their expenses involved in the pro
ject until the plants come on-line.

In. January o f 1984 Colstrip 3 will 
be* ready for use.

.Now controversy has entered the 
picture. The question of whether the 
extra power is needed has surfaced, 
i According to Schneider the 4 
percent growth in power demand 
predicted in 1976 when the deci
sion to build Colstrip 3 and 4 was 
made has now lowered to 1.8 
percent or less. Additionally, the 
Apaconda Company has shut down 
their mgjor operation and the 
tremendous amount of energy they 
once required is no longer needed.

.The rate increase question cen

ters around three issues, Schneider 
feels. First, is there an excess of 
power? I f  so, what is the cost of that 
excess? And finally, who pays for 
the excess — M ontana Power 
stock-holders or the rate payers.

The 55 percent increase will vary 
slightly among different segments of 
energy users. But the power com
pany has calculated no group of 
power users will get less than a 45 
percent increase or more than a 65 
percent increase.

Also at issue in the PSC request 
is whether Montana Power will sell 
their product to out of state users

and if so, how much will they get for 
that surplus energy. Any excess 
sold out of state could offset 
Montana ratepayers’ cosl

The case was filed before the 
PSC last September. The Commis
sion has nine months in which to 
reach a decision.

This 55 percent rate increase is 
connected to the starting up of 
Colstrip 3 only. Colstrip 4 is ex
pected to come on-line in a year and 
a half at which time Montana Power 
customers can expect to be pre
sented with another rate increase 
proposal.

The Wee Trolls Ben and Sonja Krone were pari of the 
entertainment at the Sons of Norway Kumla Dinner last 
Saturday night The young dancers, taught by Kim Fink, wore 
their new costumes for the first time for the Christmas party

NEWS FROM 
CITY HALL

RADIO SYSTEM SHORT OF
$4,000 MORE

‘WESTERN JUSTICE’ 
ENTERED IN

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
P«opl* ask whara all our haroes hava 
gons. Soma ara aliva and wall and living 
in Big Timbar, Mont.

—  Congrassman Ron Marlanaa

FUNDS; NEED
A three-man delegation from 

Sweet Grass County, Undcrshcriff 
George Ames, Emergency Services 
Director Joe Hansen and County 
Commissioner Bjamc Bjomdal, ap
proached the Big Timber Council 
Monday evening with a request that 
the city provide 54,000 in addition
al funding for a new high band radio 
system the County plans to install 
on Tin Can Hill

Cost of the project includes con
struction of a concrete building and 
installation of a radio tower and 
antenna at the Tin Can Hill site, 
removal of the old system’s facili
ties from Airport Hill, replacement 
of the base station unit at the Sher
iffs office, and new mobile units for 
the City/County law enforcement 
vehicles, ambulances, fire depart
ment vehicles and possibly the 
county road crew vehicles. .The 
total is approximately S53,000.

Although the county and city

budgeted for the project last spring, 
unanticipated expenses for the first 
year left the project underfunded by 
S4,000. This led to the request for 
additional city funds.

City/County Attorney Tom Big- 
len volunteered S I,000 in funds left 
in a Special Prosecutor’s Fund, 
which is no longer needed, leaving 
the requested amount at $3,000.

Informal discussion between the 
Mayor, the Planner, and the City 
Clerk indicated the possibility of 
shifting some funds allocated for 
new tennis courts to the new radio 
system.

A special meeting of the Council 
will be held Monday, December 12 
at9:30 pm. to consider this and any 
other viable alternatives to secure 
the needed funds. If Revenue Shar
ing Funds are used a public hearing 
will be held before final funding is 
sc!

A news story and editorial writ
ten by the Big Timber Pioneer 
editor Becci' Obcrly and a letter to 
the editor submitted by Sweet 
Grass County UndersherifTGeorge 
Ames has been entered into the 
Congressional Record by Mon
tana’s Eastern District Congress
man Ron Marlcnee.

The articles all pertained to the 
attempted abduction of 15-year-old 
Jennifer Fike on a Big Timber street 
last month , aa «flort thwarted by the 
fast action of six local men.

The Congressional Record entry, 
which is the official recording of 
remarks of U.S. Senators and 
Representatives, is entitled: 
“Wcstcn Justice Takes Place In Big 
Timber, Mont. - Thanks To Local 
Heroes” .

In presenting the news story, 
editorial and letter, Marlcnee ad
dressed the Speaker of the House, 
saying:

“Mr Speaker, all toooficn people

FIRE TRUCKS
q p c p q

CONSIDERED
Big Timber Volunteer Fin* De

partment representatives Doug 
Lowry and Tom Schrivcr conferred 
with the Big Timber City Council 
Monday evening regarding the pur
chase of the new fire truck, which 
was approved by the electorate in 
the recent City elections.

Fire Chief Lowry presented a 
number of specifications for the 
Council to consider when letting 
bids for the truck, which now is 
estimated to cost nearly $95,000.

Due to the considerable time 
necessary to fully evaluate the pro
posed specs, a special meeting of 
the Big Timber City Council will be 
held Monday, December 12 at7:30 
pm. at City Hall for that purpose.

DUMP TRUCK 
SOLD

Bids received for the City of Big 
Timber's 1961 Ford F600 dump 
truck were opened and read at the 
Big Timber City Council meeting 
Monday night

Four bids ranging from $565 to 
$871.37 were considered. It was 
moved, seconded and unanimously 
passed to sell the truck to the highest 
bidder, Lorents Groslield, for 
$871.37.

Proceeds from the sale will go 
into the City’s water department 
fund.

lament that ’no one will get invol- 
i ved’. That may be true here in the 
. East, illustrated by the sad incident 
:.in which a woman was beaten and 
raped as a crowd watched. This 
unfortunate incident occured in an 
eastern seaboard city.

I am proud to say that people in 
my home State of Montana do get 
involved.

“ I offer to my colleagues three 
articles from the Big Timber, Pio- 

•■ccr,' a weekly newspaper in Big 
Timber, Mont. The first article is a 
news story detailing the attempted 
abduction of a young Big Timber 
girl by a convicted out-of-state sex 
offender. The girl’s life was saved 
by a group of local residents, led by 
two Big Timber male youths, who 
foiled the adbuction and rescued the 
girl.

"The second article is an edi
torial by the editor of the Pioneer, 
Beccy Obcrly. I echo her thoughts: 
‘We arc so proud of these six men.’

“The third article is a letter to the 
editor by the local police under- 
sheriff. I echo his thoughts: ‘We can 
be proud of our young paopU ln Big 
Timber.’

“Mr. Speaker, people ask where 
all our heroes have gone. Some are 
alive and well and living in Big 
Timber, M ont"

Marlcncc’s Washington D.C. 
office called The Pioneer on No
vember 14 requesting an issue of the 
paper be sent to the Billings office 
on the date of publication so that 
the Congressman could enter the 
accounts in the Record before the

end of the year recess.
Realizing the mail would proba- 

bty -be too laMhfor the deadline; the -  - 
newspaper staff copied the articles 
before they were pasted on the 
layout page to be sent to the printer.

The copies were then mailed to 
Billings a day before the paper was 
actually distributed. Marlcnec’s of
fice there forwarded the news to the 
capital and it was presented to 
Congress by Marlcnee on Thurs
day, November 17.

The Congressman said, “ Big 
Timber has a lot to be proud of, and 
a great deal to be thankful for.”

When you start to see Maydi Covert’s gingerbread houses, you know Christmas isn’t far 
away. This delicious replica was raffled off at the Winter Wonderland Fun Fair last 
Saturday, and won by Pioneer editor Beccy Oberly.


