
More Rules to Live
By— Or Break

By FRAN DENNING 
(Repriettd froa Three Forks 
HemicP

One important fact we have all 
learned during our lifetimes The 
world will never run short of rules 
From the first man-created rule, 
which might have been4* Don't draw 
on the cave roof’ to the modem 
“ Do not fold, spindle, or mutilate," 
there has never been a lack of good, 
bad, frustrating confusing and 
foolish rules by which to live. As 
long as there is a Washington, D. C , 
parents, lovers, stronger, weaker, 
bigger, smaller-there will be, if not a 
need, at least a constant source of 
new rules

Following are a few 1890 rules 
that genteel persons followed in that 
year. Consider-Rules of Gentle
manly Attire:

1. A gentleman should never 
leave his room without a complete 
attire, as it is essential that he pre
sent the same appearance before a 
servant as a lady.

2. The same rule should apply 
when he risks encountering un
known gentlemen, or acquain
tances, as it should be his desire to 
receive respect at the hand of both 
sexes.

3. The body coat should never be 
removed in the presence of ladies, 
no matter how ready they may be to 
approve of the act, in which case the 
better policy, in choosing between 
the alternative of positive rudeness 
and a fall of dignity, is to take the 
course requested

4. An overcoat should never be 
worn in a private house unless the 
temperature is such as makes the 
act compulsory in order to preserve 
the health, and then only on receiv
ing approval from the majority of 
ladies who may be present

5. Never add to your comfort by 
making your appearance displeas
ing to others. And under this head I 
would state that the pockets of 
either coat, vest, or trousers should 
never be bulged out with articles so 
as in any way to spoil the effect of 
neatness and cut pf the clothing

6. Tne hands should never be ' 
carried'4wkwardly, and especially 
must care be taken to keep them out 
of the pockets; such habits mar the 
appearance of the gentleman

7. Underwear may be flannel, 
balbriggan, or silk.

8. White is the proper color be
cause it is pure and clean

9. Have the drawers fit tight, or 
the trousers will set ilL

10. Half hose supporters are 
made to hold up half hose. They are 
of white silk.

11. Underclothing should be 
changed at least twice a day.

The year 1890 also produced 
some rules for walking

1. When walking alone a quick 
step is to be taken; the toes must be 
turned out (Presumably this was 
for people, not ducks)

2. Never run into a person, if 
ordinary care can prevent it and
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especially give way to a lady, no 
matter how you may meet

3. Always keep to the right of the 
sidewalk, snd never pass in front of 
a lady coming at right angles at a 
street comer, unless a distance of 
six feet intervene between said lady 
and the crossing point when you 
reach it Wow!

4. In bowing when alone the hat 
should be carried quickly down to 
the right, till the back of the hand 
strikes the hip, then slowly replaced 
on the head.

5. If you step on a man’s foot, 
address him with an apology mere
ly; if on a lady's, the apology must 
be accompanied with a slight bow.

6. Do not wear too large a bou
tonniere; a few dozen violets or two 
or three pinks, or a few sprays of lily 
of the valley, or a few pansies, or a 
very small red rosebud for after
noon, and as few leaves as possible. 
For evening a few sprays of hya
cinth or lily of the valley is the only 
proper buttonhole bouquet

7. When walking with a lady keep 
either a military step, or if her step is 
too short for your comfort, then take 
a Newport drag pace, taking care 
that the body does not rise much, 
thus preventing a seesaw appear
ance. (Any one for the Newport 
drag?)

8. A distance of half a foot should 
be kept between the lady and your
self at all times when the walk is not 
crowded; this is necessary always in 
the daytime, and also in the evening 
unless the acquaintance is such as 
permits taking arms. Never lock 
arms in the daytime.

9. When joining a lady in the 
morning on the street only accom
pany her a few blocks, for the morn
ing is shopping time, and escorts arc 
seldom desired

10. In giving a lady soda-water or 
other cooling drink, do not allow her 
to use her own kerchief but insist 
upon her using one of your own; a 
gentleman should always carry two. 
Also, in view of the fact that many 
pockets in dresses are difficult to

,  gentler
.¡pan should' tfnia Txpjrepared for 
Emergencies. **■**

11. If walking in the afternoon 
with a lady, and you are overtaken 
by darkness, do not continue, but 
immediately board a horse car, en
ter a stage, or have your carriage 
follow and meet you, and thus re
turn. This rule is on the principle 
that ladies and gentlemen should 
not walk the streets after dark, and 
this principle is universally ap
proved of by society.

Rules really go back a long way. 
In the fifteenth century these were 
the Rules of the Table:

1. Take care to cut and clean your 
nails; dirt under the nails is dan
gerous when scratching.

2. Do not be the first to take from 
the dish.

3. Do not put back on your plate 
what has been in your mouth

4. Do not chew anything you 
have to spit out again

3. It is bad manners to dip food 
into the salt cellar.

6. If you have crumbled bread 
into your wineglass, drink up the 
wine or throw it away.

7. Do not stuff too much in your
self or you will be obliged to com
mit a breach of good manners.

8. Do not scratch at table, with 
your hands or with the tablecloth

And then there were rules of the 
bed - 1792.

1. You ought neither to undress 
nor go to bed in the presence of any 
other person Above all, unless you 
are married, you should not go to 
bed in the presence of anyone of the 
other sex

2. It is still less permissable for 
people of different sexes to sleep in 
the same bed unless they are very 
young children
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3. If you are forced by unavoid
able ncceuity to share a bed with

;' another of the same sex on a jour
ney,, it is not proper to lie so near 
him that you disturb or even touch 
him; and itis still less decent to put 
your legs between the legs of the 

( other.
4. It is also very improper and 

impolite to amuse yourself with talk 
and chatter.

5. When you get up you should 
not leave the bed uncovered, nor pud 
your nightcap on a chair or any-| 
where else where it can be seea *

There were Victorian Rules of 
Mourning

1. The regulation period for a 
widow’s mourning is two years; of 
this period crape should be worn for 
one year and nine months, for the 
first twelve months the dress should 
be entirely covered with crape, for 
the remaining nine months it should 
be trimmed with crape, heavily so 
the first six months. After the two 
years two months half morning is 
prescribed, but many people prefer 
to continue wearing black crape in '  

lieu of half mourning
2. Widowers should wear mourn

ing for the same period, but they 
usually enter society much sooner 
than widows. (The devils.)
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Nearly 60 friends and relatives 
gathered at the home of Glenn 
Johnson to help celebrate Helen 
Braaten’s 75 th birthday.

Everyone had an enjoyable time:

Hoopttal i m w i
Terrill Tollefson was admitted to 

the Sweet Grass Community 
Hospital this week and Lars Krone 
was transferred to Billings.

SHOPPING 
CHORES 
MINIHOLIDAY 
(or all three)

THBFTy SCOT
MOTEL

$33.90 (Per Couple)
CHILDREN >1 AND UNDER I N  THE SAME ROOM 

STAY FACE

FREE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
HBO and CABLE TV

Ent 446 I 90 Biiimgs Montana 
R ES E R V A TIO N S -1800 221 1459 

OFFER GOOD THROUGH MARCH 3> 1984

HURRY! OUR 
CHRISTMAS SALE 
STILL GOING ON!

WE HAVE lOO’S OF REDUCED 
GIFT ITEMS! SALE ENDS DEC. 10.

Coast To Coast
111 M eLeod Street, B ig Tia ib c r, P h o n e 99S -S 991

WE WILL BE OPEN THURSDAY UNTIL 
8:00 P.M. FOR YOUR XMAS SHOPPING

HARK!
We're try in g  again 

on S aturday 
afternoon!

w

You are cordially invited to a champagne reception fo r  
Gene Bowman. On display will be his jewelry, artifacts, custom 
purses, and leather clothing for women And Gene has also 
agreed to make more anklets and more baby moccasins!

Free feather hairties to the first 10 ladies 
who would like Gene to braid their hair.

I f  it snows out THIS December 10th reception, THE 
BARBER SHOP GALLERY will have our Christmas Open 
House on July the 15 th!

Between now ic Saturday, shop the Gallery for those rem aining C hristm as gifts.

★ W e have a new shipm ent of dolls. 
★ See our silk flower arrangments.

Flowers are perfect for every occasion 
— anniversaries, I love you’s, births, 
apologies, get well cheer-ups, birthdays. 
. . . and just to make a house a home. 
★ There are 4 new prim s by Jack & 
Jessica and a newly issue plate they 
painted.

Come Brow se!

★ We have Norwegian gifts and house- 
wares
★  Scrim shanders Connie Bcllet & Biil 
Felton are offering their beautiful w o rk .

. o r try srrim shaw  with o u r com plete 
kits
★ Shccpherders — Use the d iscount 
coupon in your school p aper for gifts for 
friends & family.
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