
PREDICTIONS O F TH E N EXT
100 YEARS IN BIG Tl M BER

By BECCY OBERLY
D urini 1983, our Centennial 

year, we’ve studied the past Last 
week’s Pioneer featured the pre
se n t Now, as 1984 approaches, we 
appropriately concentrate on the 
future.

W hat do the next 100 years hold 
for our community? N o  one knows, 
o f course, but most have predic
tions.

Big Timber will stay pretty much 
the same. “ W e haven’t changed in 
100 years, and we probably won’t 
change significantly in the future.”

Many agree with this analysis. 
But a careful study o f  our com
munity’s history indicates this town 
has undergone changes in it’s 100 
year history. In addition to obvious 
technological advances and social 
changes felt by the entire state and 
country, Big Timber has developed 
it’s own pattern. Some feel that 
trend is downhill.

This town's population has fallen 
since the early 1900’s. The lar
gest industry, the wool trade, is only

a fraction of the hustle and bustle of 
the one-time largest shipping point 
in Montana.

The gradual decline of the family 
farm and the takeover o f agricul
tural corporations are already felt in 
this county. Young ranchers can’t 
nuke it today, many knowledgeable 
in the industry pronounce. The way 
of 'life our founders followed is 
slowly diminishing and Big Timber 
will feel the consequences.

Some local businessmen believe 
this community will soon be only a 
“ bedroom community” . Commu
ters will travel to the larger cities in 
our area. H u t’s where the jobs will 
be.

The downtown business district 
will become almost non-existent. 
Only a, “General Store” type of 
establishment will survive. Most 
purchases, all major products 
bought, will be secured out of town.

But this more or less pessimistic 
view is not held by everyone. Many 
think Big Timber can experience a

NOT MUCH WILL CHANGE
By RUSTY TERLAND

Not much will ever change in the 
community of Big Timber. Over the 
next 100 years there may be a few 
hundred more or less people in Big 
Timber, but the community will 
probably remain mostly agricultu
ral.

Billings will only be forty miles

away and Livingston will be thirty 
five miles away. MonUna will pro
bably have tne fewest number of 
people per square mile.

Ranching and farming will play a 
major role in the economy. The 
United States and Russia will still 
be on opposite sides of the fence, but 
the relations will improve. The

slow steady growth. Establishing 
non-polluting industries is the most 
popular option of ways to provide a 
sound economic base and more jobs 
here. This type o f development, 
which is a goal of the local Chamber 
of Commerce as well as govern
mental agencies, is being actively 
pursued. The building o f the In
dustrial Park, many feel, is the first 
step in this direction.

Others still believe that someday 
mining of the Stillwater Complex 
will become a reality. “ It might not 
be in our lifetime,”  they say, “ but it 
will come.”

The future lies in the hands of our 
children. We asked the junior high 
students of Susan Metcalf and 
Charlie Bassett and the high school 
students of Kathy Tulley and 
Sharon George to give us their ideas 
of what Big Timber will be like in 
the future. Their responses are 
printed in this edition of The 
Pioneer.

An overwhelming majority of the 
young writers see nuclear disaster in 
Big Timber’s future. We hope their 
insight into the possibility will serve 
as a strong incentive to work to
wards prevention.

We thank these students and 
teachers for their cooperation and 
submissions.

We also thank local artist Helen 
Clark for her contribution, the 
drawing on the front page of to
day’s newspaper.

The new year brings the greatest 
gift — hope. We believe Big 
Timber’s future is bright We cite 
recent steps toward controlled de
velopment, and our exceptional 
young people, as examples for our 
optimism. We charge today’s 
leaders, this generation, to con
tinue to work towards insuring a 
healthy and prosperous community 
in the years to come.

We’ve been doing alright, so far!
Happy New Year, Everyone!
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BIG TIMBER IN THE FUTURE
A \

By JU LIE  HALVORSEN

¡In the year o f2005,
there will not only be a grade school
but a junior high
There will be a western store
and other department stores galore.
The education—it will be great,
especially now, at our rate.

The kids will be smart, 
and have a great big wonderful 

heart
In the year o f2005, 
everybody will strive ■'
for success is a wonderful thing, 
that would make just about 

anybody 
sing

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD?
By M ARK BERG

The future is in our hands.
Which hand will we use though?
One hand is for the good and 

prosperous things to come. The 
other'is for the hard times and 
troubles we will face in our town.

I thinkBigTimbcrwillgowiththe 
hand that has the prop serous and 
good things to come.

BigTimber, I love you. I like your 
small town feeling and having the 
chance to know everyone and 
everything that happens.

I wouldn’t change you for the 
world.

Wc will be SBrving 
PRIME RIBA 

STEAK A PRAWNS on 
Nbw Year's Eve.

On Nbw Yeav*s Day 
w b  will Hava 

PRIME RIBA LAMB.
Come and et\joy a fine meal 

with us!

FOUR 
WINDS INN

world will depend on our techno
logy for survival and we will live 
longer and lead more productive

EVERYTHING FELL APART
By JE F F  DAVIS

In the year 2583 we will have no 
law or government. In the year 
2183 everything had been electro
nic with no hard labor. Robots took 
over as maids and hired people. It 
had been just like the Jetsons for 
200 years, then everything fell 
apart.
'  People ran out' b f 'bioney an d , 
started going back to'the old way of 
life. They lived wherever they could 
find. There were very few people 
with money. The biggest shortage 
was gas.

Now in the year 2583 it is even 
worse. There are people who rule 
the country like kings. They are the 
only ones with gasoline and oil. All 
the rest of the people scrub off

FUTURE - A CHALLENGE

By DANA D R IB N E N K I

The past is no fun. . .  You already 
know what happened!

But the future is indistinct, 
fuzzy...

A challenge!!!
Just what wc like?
O f course!!
I love the future, it’s great for all. 
W e are on one big spaceship, 
Where we get off when our future 
Ends . . .

The future is a challenge!!! 

That I want to take!

whatever they can find.
McLeod Street is all a pile of 

rubble. There is one big place where 
everyone lives. This is the park. 
They have built a wall around the 
park and have houses 10 stories tall 
surrounding the oustidc of the park. 
The houses arc like the shacks we 
have heard of in ghettos. They bare
ly can stand up by themselves.

They have'a little form of g6vem- 
ment, but their main goal is to 
protect themselves from the rich 
people outside the town. The town 
is no longer called Big Timber, just 
the fort.

The rich people outside of the fort 
have luxurious houses with elec
tronic controlled trucks. Their 
trucks have the resemblance of an 
army truck, but are so well modern
ized the door is on the side and 
with the push of a button stairs 
automatically slide out. It is rigged 
with guns on every side and is

impossible to stop.
There are no longer any trees in 

the city for they were all used as 
firewood at one time or another. 
The only water is from the Boulder 
River, which is the size of the creek 
wc knew as Big Timber Creek. The 
Yellowstone River had five dams 
put in between the fort and its 
source. When we started losing 

' everything the dams weren’t taken 
care o f and the river switched its 
course more to the north.

The people have nothing to get 
around in except old beat up cars. 
There are only three of them and 
one of these days they will quit. The 
country has lived for 250 years like 
this. They don’t know how long they 
can go on. Everyday they lose more 
and more to the rich outside, known 
better as the thieves.

To find out how long they will 
exist, it looks like we will just have 
to wait until these years come up.

THE FUTURE IS IN 
OUR HANDS

By JESS BERG

What will the economy of this 
town be when our kids are our age? 
That is a good question.

I think if agriculture doesn't go 
downhill, and instcads remains the 
same or gets better, it is a part of this 
county that will always be a main 
factor.

I feel there will be changes in our

future that we today cannot even 
imagine possible. These will have a 
definite effect on this community, 
just as many of you use things and 
sec things that were never even 
heard o f in your day.

Jobs are going to be getting easier 
and easier with new inventions and 
job possibilities.

So Big Timber will change, but 
the bases which are here now I feel 
will always be here.

AFTER CHRISTMAS VITAMIN SALE
Strawberry • Delicious Strawberry Flavor

• Naturally flavored, sweetened and colored
• 250 Mg. of Chewable Vitamin C 

Essential for healthy teeth, gums and bones 
Helps build resistance to infectionand allergies

$2.98

$12.95

COLE DRUG
Big T im ber, M l. 932-2816138 McLeod
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lives.
But around town, people are the 

same and probably always will be.

FUTURE

By DUFF BERGQUIST

The future is in our hands. 
The young people of today are the 

minds of tomorrow.
We hold the key to tomorrow 

to unlock the doors that are now 
closed.

In uncertain times like these, the 
kids of today have a chance to look 

past tomorrow.
But to have this chance we have to 

overlook the shortcomings. 
And to strive for world peace.

Dr. Dale W. Schlehuber, D.D.S.

announces the opening of his office at 

16 Anderson St. (Cow Country»Land & Cattle)

for

FAMILY DENTISTRY 
ORTHODONTICS

combining European and American techniques for 
pleasing smiles and facial profiles.

HOURS: Friday 9-5 Saturday by appointmant 
932-3678  (aftar January 17, 1984 - 932-5176)

If no answer, call 322-5221 coNoct

DELUXE
PULLING POWER 

AT A  BASIC PRICE
A Montana grower shouldn’t settle for less
Now you can get specially equipped and specially priced 
John Deere 4-wheel-drive pulling power. There's no reason 
to settle for less.

These are 6450, 8650 and 8850 Tractors ideally suited
for big Montana fields. With variable-ratio power steering 
and positive wet-disk brakes — you can’t buy a better- 
handling articulated tractor. Shift-on-the-go Quad-Range M 
transmission and the incomparable Sound-Gard1 body are 
standard equipment. And you can get the right tires and 
wheels for our Montana soil.

The prices are right...we've seen to that.
And we can help with financing and leasing 
plans. Stop by the store for full details.
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Intermountain Implement
Highway 10 East BigTimber 932-3666


