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The lop section o f this tree broke off qfter the tree came to rest in 9 
year old Allison Gullion's room on Christmas Day. The truck section 
coming out o f  the wall is where huge air bags were placed to raise the 
tree so the young girl could be freed 1t only went up Ih  to 2 inches, but 
that was enough. The youngster, Lydia Hauge's granddaughter, had a 
broken leg.

Tree hits house and leg

worked to dismantle the bed frame 
and mattress, taking out mattress 
coils one by one. After her left leg 
was freed, Alison was able to sit 
up.

Rescue workers then inflated 
two air bags under the trunk, eleva
ting the tree one or two inches and 
allowing Alison to be moved to 
safety at 5 35 am. said Capt Lee 
Coleman, a fire district spokes
man. The thick rubber bags 
worked “just like a jack,” he said, 
noting that they have been used to 
lift semitrucks that have tipped 
onto their sides.

The rescue effort in subfreezing 
temperatures was aided by the 
Gullions' neighbors, who brought 
hot water bottles and blankets 
warmed in clothes dryers to place 
around Alison, and later brought 
in a portable heater.

“ I can’t say enough about the 
neighbors out there,” said Cole
man. “ What we needed, we got It 
(the rescue efTort) went so well 
because of the support of the 
people."

"Our neighbors are marve
lous," agreed Nita Gullion

“ They re truly the spmt of 
Christmas. They spent Christinas 
packing what was salvageable out 
of our house and moving it into 
their garages.”

Coincidentally, neighbors who 
live only a block away had planned 
to move to Olympia, Wash, this 
coming weekend and have offered 
to let the Gullions rent their house 
after they leave.

Gullion said her family’s 12- 
year-old house, which was insured 
for 580,000, will be leveled and 
rebuilt The fir tree that fell Sun
day morning had been hit by light
ning last spring but had been 
checked by an arborist she said, 
stressing that the tree was up
rooted because of high force winds 
and “ not because it was a dan
gerous tree.”

A relieved Alison, who will be in 
traction for two to three weeks, 
was still shaking her head Tues
day. “ I can’t believe all I got was a 
broken leg,” she said.

Nita Gullion had a possible ex
planation. “ Someone commented 
to me that there still are miracles in 
the world,” she said. “ 1 firmly 
believe that"

Hospitality House News
By BERN ICE M OOR

First I would like to thank 
everyone that brought cookies, 
candies, cakes and such goodies to 
the Hospitality House during the 
holiday season. They were very 
much enjoyed by alL

We had a nice turn out for the 
bingo party on Thursday. There 
were twenty-four that enjoyed the 
potluck and trying to bingo first

Our Senior Citizens meeting 
and potluck was attended by 
twenty-five. Ideas for the birthday 
party gifts were discussed and it 
was decided that the men would 
help by donating toward supplies

and the women would make the 
items. Our first project will be 
coasters. We would appreciate 
any ideas you might have for 
birthday party gifts.

It was also announced that the 
bus will pick up anyone that needs 
a ride to the birthday parties and 
the Senior Citizens meetings. Be 
sure to call and get your name on 
the list so that the driver will know 
who to pick up

We will have afternoon bingo 
following the dinner on Friday, 
January 13.

There is a card party with a 6.30 
pm. potluck on Tuesday, January 
17.

(Editors Note: You may have seen 
the story on national television 
news On Christmas Day a tree 
fe ll on the fam ily home o f  Ron and 
Nita Gullion who live in a suburb 
o f  Portland, Oregon Their nine 
year old daughter Allison was 
injured in the freak accident

Mrs Gullion is the daughter o f 
Lydia Hauge o f Big Timber and 
the young girl with the broken leg 
is her granddaughter.

The following article is re
printed from the Portland news
paper, written by John Iwasaki)

From her eighth-floor room at 
St. Vincent Hospital, 9-year old 
Alison Gullion can look out to the 
Cedar Mill area, where a 250-foot 
fir tree once towered over her fami
ly s house.

The fir no longer serves as a 
landmark Early Christmas morn
ing strong winds uprooted the tree 
and sent it crashing onto Alison’s 
home at 12250 N W Big Fir Court, 
trapping her in her bedroom for 
more than four hours.

Alison, the daughter of Ron and 
Nita Gullion and a fourth-grader 
at Terra Linda Elementary 
School miraculously suffered 
only a broken upper right leg and 
multiple bruises in the incident, 
which destroyed the one-story 
house. She was listed in fair con
dition Wednesday morning.

The Gullions’ Christmas Eve 
started quietly. After going to 
church and having dinner at a 
neighbor’s house, the family re

turned home to open presents and 
then went to bed sometime after 
midnight, recalls Nita Gullioa

"A t about 1:15 am. we awoke 
from the shock of a tree falling" 
she said “ We didn't hear the noise 
(of the tree being uprooted), we 
heard an explosioa" Inside Alh 
son’s bedroom, she connnucd 
ceiling beams had tumbled down 
“ like chopsticks."

Alison lay immobilized between 
her bed and a section of the tree 
trunk that was 5 feet in diameter 
While the trunk kept her legs 
pinned a ceiling beam pressed 
against her upper torso and right 
arm

Alison, who had fallen asleep 
clutching a Christmas present—a 
Cabbage Patch doll—at first be
lieved she had sleepwalked “ 1 
thought my brother (11-ycar- old 
Heath) was sitting on my legs and I 
yelled ’Heath get off’ ” she re
called Tuesday from her hospital 
bed

When she realized what had 
happened Alison struggled vainly 
to clear the sheet rock ceiling 
insulation, branches and other 
debris from around her “ 1 tried 
to move but 1 couldn’t," she said 
“ The only thing I could move was 
my left hand It was dark and I 
couldn’t see." She tried to move 
herdoll ofThcr stomach" so I could 
have more room to yelL"

Washington County Fire Dis
trict 1 personnel and paramedics
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f :tee IT/// Offering Taken

By LUCILLE ANDERSON 
Phone 537-4422

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Rein re
turned home on Wednesday from 
a two week Christmas visit at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Zook 
in Denver. Also joining the Zooks 
and Reins for Christmas were Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Jarrendt of Seattle 
and Mr and Mrs. John Brenden 
and family of Scobey

Mr. and Mrs. David Schecl, 
Kirk and Kristea visited Mr. and 
Mrs. Verlon Gaskitl at Lewistown 
on Saturday.

Mr. Victor Allman who was 
dismissed from the Wheatland 
Memorial Hospital last week is 
now a resident of the Pioneer Rest 
Home in Big Timber.

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Green and 
daughter of Red Wood City. CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Val Klocckner and 
Mr. Clinton Green enjoyed dinner 
with Mr. and Mrs. Victor TronrudL 
Jr last week

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Tronrud, 
Jr. hosted a dinner at Frye’s Cafe 
on Friday evening for Mr. and 
—
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Mrs. Borddie Green, Mrs. Stella 
Dorrer, Mrs. Kathryn Lowry, 
Mrs. Tillie Hulin and Mr. Clinton 
G reea The special occasion was 
Mr. Borddie Green's 80th birth
day.

Mr. and Mrs. William Donald 
left last week for their annual vaca
tion at South Padre Island, TX. 
The area is recovering from a dev
astating frost and at this point is 
very dry.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hawks and 
Mr. and Mrs. William Donald III 
attended an “ Open House” at the 
home of Miss Alberta Bair at 
Martinsdale on Sunday. A tour of 
the beautiful Bair mansion was 
enjoyed by the guests.

Mrs. Beley writes
Mrs. Florence Beley, now in 

Boulder City, NV, writes her son 
flew home from Okinawa and he 
and his family were with her for 
three days. He left on Jan. 3 for 
another five month stay in Japan.

Mrs. Beley adds, “ Sounds like 
Montana has had a seige of cold. 
Am enjoying balmy 50’s and 60’s 
days. Winter is going by so fast. 
See you in April.”

On Dean’s List
David Sell, son of Art and 

Barbara Sell of Big Timber has 
been named to the Dean’s List for 
the fall quarter at the University of 
Montana.

Another Big Timber student, 
Richard Mark Josephson, also 
made the Dean’s List for the same 
quarter, in fact earned straight A ’s. 
He is the son of Dick and Bev 
Josephson.

Visitor Bonanza
Guests Thursday noon were 

Kaia Cos griff and Mrs. Dorothea 
Huff and her brother Clyde Moore 
of Columbus. They ate with Mrs. 
Pearl Moore

These had no sooner left in the 
late afternoon than Elmer and 
Evelyn Floth of Billings arrived 
They are nephew and niece of 
Mrs. Moore who just had to get out 
and enjoy the wanner air.

Afternoon of pitch
Borddie and Adeline Green 

were honored for dinner by family 
and friends Friday noon on the 
occasion of Borddie’s eightieth 
birthday. The Greens later were 
entertained for an afternoon of 
Crazy Mountain pitch and supper 
at the home of Byron and Jane 
Grosfield A full day but your 
eightieth birthday comes but once.
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