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(S i* Yarns from the 
Yellowstone

Cow Island

By BYRON GROSFIELD

The Missouri River furnishes so much fascinating history and 
spectacular scenery that I* m never completely satisfied each time I 
float it Twice I’ve floated it in a canoe and next year I plan to go 
again because something about that country calls me back.

As I float or paddle along in a canoe everything is quiet and I 
imagine myself being there 100 to ISO years ago Nothing has 
changed much in that time and the few dwellings (some of them 100 
years old or more) add to the river's glamorous history. Cow Island 
provides a crossing or ford used by Indians, explorers, buffalo 
hunters, stockmen, cow and horse thieves as well as other outlaws.

It is very likely that Harvey Logan (Kid Curry of the Butch 
Cassidy Gang) and his brothers crossed their cattle (stolen in 
Wyoming) on their way to the Little Rockies where they estab
lished a ranch.

Just above the mount of Cow Creek was a popular spot for 
unloading freight when the water proved too low for traveling 
upriver. In the summer of 1877 a steamer unloaded army supplies 
on the north river bank at this spot and a small detachment of 
soldiers guarded these supplies until they would be freighted 
overland to Fort Benton and other points.

Just below Cow Creek a large island( Cow Island) splits the river 
and the upper end is used by those making the crossing

Just below the high cutbank where the army stores were pilcd( an 
old photograph si ostantiates this) I stepped out of my canoe, 
walked upriver about a hundred yards and imagined myself as 
being one of Uncle Sam’s men when the Nez Perce people crossed 
on their way to Canada.

About ten days previously the Indians had outfought and out- 
maneuvered G en Sturgis’ infantry north of Laurel, MT, at 
Canyon Creek; been betrayed by both supposedly white and 
Indian friends and now were hungry, tired, and out of patience 
when they hit the Missouri

The soldiers, being outnumbered by 750 Indians (they did not 
know able-bodied warriors were in the minority) probably wished 
they had never joined the Army, as the first of the Indians appeared 
at the head of a long draw on the south side of the river. The dust 
rising from 1500 head of horses traveling along could be seen a long 
way up

As I stood where the stores were piled, I could plainly visualize 
the seemingly endless procession of Nez Perce Indians and their 
horses as they came out of the draw, splashed across the river, then 
filed along the hillside on the east side of Cow Creek. What they 
saw must have remained with them all their lives I felt that I 
understood their feelings of awe and fright as they wondered what 
to do next I could also understand why the Indians helped 
themselves (after not being able to buy any of it) to the huge 
stockpile of bacon and other staples. I could also understand why 
the Indian scouts, who crossed last burned everything that had not 
been taken beforehand

Such is a segment of history along the Missouri. It comes alive as 
you make your way down river.

Letter to the Editor
Idaho reader writes

Dear Editor,
My name is Bill Walker, Edna Martin is my mother. I grew up 

around Big Timber and have been gone since 1937. I read The 
Pioneer every Saturday and over the years many new names 
appear and the older ones (some of them) fade away.

I’ve made lots of visits back to Big Timber. My uncle who was 
Bill Boyd was an old timer there. Since his passing T ve only been 
back one time.

My mother goes to California during the winter months so I take 
care of her business.

I build Blue Bird nesting boxes and put them out around the 
country h*re as so many natural nesting places have been 
destroyed by growing population. The country around Big Timber 
would be perfect for this kind of an operation.

Blue Birds are quite scarce but are coming back. They will be 
coming back from their wintering places soon. T ve a few more 
boxes to put out so Til be on my way.

Bill Walker 
Coeur cf Alene, ID

Letter to the Editor
Race and Racism

Dear Editor.
In reply to Jack Hines’ last letter in The Pioneer. I always 

welcome Jack’s comments and criticism.
Hines wonders how the news media is controlled I would like to 

give a brief run down how this is done. One organization that 
monitors and controls the news media is “ The Anti-Defamation 
League of the B* nai B rith" They have an annual budget in the 
millions of dollars. They are known as the thought police.

Recently it was reported in The Spotlight that Rupert Murdoch 
from Australia is buying up the leading newspapers in the U. S. and 
England Murdoch is also trying to gain control o f the giant Warner 
Communications Corporatioa Murdoch is the front man for 
millionaires like Armond Hammer, Michel Fribourg the Roths
childs, Edgar Bronfman and Harry Oppenheimer. Now these 
names mentioned are all birds of the same feather. ^TttrSpotlight 
speculates that this control and power of the media will be used to 
promote World War I I I

By the way, Jack, I hope you will subscribe to The Spotlight
As for the separation of the races, most of them are primarily 

separated now. The blacks are segregating themselves in the large 
cities like Detroit and Washington D.C The best way to hasten 
this segregation would be to increase welfare payments to a!T 
blacks that would migrate to these places.

As for the Indians in general, they have always been separate. 
They were placed on the reservations because o f their race and are 
taken care of by our government

As for the Mexicans, I would give them extra food stamps to stay 
in California

As for the mixed races, I would let it be their problem as to who 
would accept them.

As for the Jews, they have already segregated themselves in 
places like New York City, Miami, and IsreaL

As for the whites being superior, right now the whites of the 
world are the most oppressed and exploited people in the world. 
Never has a race done so much for the colored of the world and 
been treated so badly. We have been made to pay tribute to the 
colored of the world in the name offorcign aid, guaranteed loans to 
Communist countries, Export, Import Bank. LM.F. and the World 
Bank, etc. The American farmer subsidizes Communism with 
cheap grain.

If whites ever adopt a racist policy like Israel, we would be 
labeled racist In Isreal only Jews can be citizens, only Jews can 
own guns. Women have unequal rights, Arabs are discriminated 
against oriental Jews are discriminated against Christians are 
discriminated against Non Jews are not allowed to marry Jews. 
Jews are the only people allowed to migrate from the Soviet Unioa 
Have you ever wondered who is behind Communism?

One of the most racist acts committed by our government was 
the detention of American citizens of Japanese ancestry during 
World War II. Next is forced bussing because of race. Minorities 
get preference in the job market Minorities don’t want equal rights, 
they want all the rights.

A member of the oppressed and 
exploited white race,

Lee Smoot Jr.

Letter to the Editor
Another view

Dear Editor ^
New York’s Jewish Press published on December 9, 1977 an 

article about race mixing, intermarriage and assimilation. Here it 
is:

“ Anti-Shmad Declares Open War on Missionary Activities: 
Chanukah 5738 marks 25 years since the establishment of the 
Anti-Shmad Campaign, which was founded to combat the nasty, 
underhanded, soul-snatching activities of the Hebrew^Christian 
missionaries; to stop the terrible plague of intermarriage; to 
enlighten those who have become victims of the various oriental 
cultures of Gurus, Moonics, e ta ; and; to put a complete end to the 
cancer of assimilation and indifference.

“ We warned you once before, but you didn’t listea Don’t make 
the same mistake agaia The survival of the Jewish people rests in 
our hands. Let us all unite and work together to safeguard our 
future.

"Anti-ShmacVNCFJE, 824 Eastern Parkway, Brooklya NY 
11213.”

Who gives Jack Hines the right to deny Lee Smoot’s promotion 
of white Christianity?

Sincerely,
Max Schrocter

P.S. OnOctoberl7, 1975 the majority in the United Nations in 
a draft resolution condemned Zionism as a form of racism and 
racial discriminatioa

Letter to the Editor
All one species
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ANNUAL STEAK Cr 

I  LOBSTER FEED |
5 Saturday, February 25 £ 
Ï  Lobster- $  15/plate ^  
" S te a k -S I0 /plate o  
j  Tickets on sale now at 2  
3 Legion Club J
Reservations by ticket only »  

First come basis ^

AIRLINES 
ARE HIRING

. . .  Af International Air Academy

That's Right! 71 Airlines hire IAA Orada. 
Find awt M you can qualify for our 
12-woe* training. Join ue at one of the 
agon Seminars for aH Interested 
candid etas:

T u e s d a y , F a i*  21 s t 
7 :0 0  p .m . 

R a m a d a  In n  
1 3 2 5  N. S even th  Ave. 

B o ze m a n
Interviews scheduled at Seminar

Dear Editor
I would just like to point out to Mr. Smoot (not that it will do any 

good) that the example from nature which he uses to support his 
racist notions is totally inappropriate. In nature, different species 
do not interbreed because they are just that—different species. 
Any biologist will tell you that this is, in fact, the definition of a 
species.

We human beings, in all our various hues, belong to one species, 
Homo sapiens. This is undoubtedly too subtle for Mr. Smoot, but I 
am writing it anyway. L like Mr. Hines, do not find this drivel 
harmless and/or amusing

Sincerely yours,
Nina Adams Christensen

Dale C  Obcrly 
Publisher

Beccy Obcrly 
Editor
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AT'8 4  FARMING FVtOMTMM
Corné crisscross the country on film as you 
see new tractors and equipment in action. . . 
see new tractors that set fuel-efficiency 
records. . .plus lively Furrow-On-Film subjects. 
Enjoy food and friendship and sign up 
for door prizes. Plan now to attend. . . 
mark it on your calendar.

February 17, 1984 12:00 Noon
D ATE TIME
a t Intermountain Implement______________ ___________________

PLACE
• Highway 10 East, Big Timber______________________________

Intermountain
Implement

Highway 10 East, Big Timber 932-5687
FILM WILL BE SH OW N FOLLOWING LUNCH


