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buzzes bees
Approximately 23 members of 

the 2003 Foreign AG Attache 
Orientation Tour stopped in Big 
Timber Tuesday. September 23, to 
visit Sweet Grass Bees, the producer 
of Montana Honey.

The group was given an 
opportunity to tour scxeial sites in 
Montana. Yellowstone National 
Park, and eastern Idaho from  
September 20 - 27 to find out about 
agricultural products and producers 
in the region.

Made up of representatives from 
17 plus countries, the group was 
given a lour that showcased the best 
examples of Montana agriculture and 
its products

The members o f the gioup are 
based m Washington. D C and all 
aie cither ministers, directors, or 
counselors ol agriculture for their 
respective countries

The trip was sponsored and 
coordinated by the M ontana  
Department of Agriculture and many 
months were spent planning for the 
tour

Bill Williams, owner of Sweet 
Grass Bees/Montana Honey, said he 
was excited the group toured his 
facility, which produces white clover 
honey

Asked 11 the Department of 
Agriculture was trying to establish 
trade relations with the countries 
represented on the tour. W illiam s  
said he fell it was more a case of 
showing o ff what Montana has to 
offer. Tl would also serve. Williams 
feels, as a chance for the attendees to 
pick up some ideas they can take 
home with them

Continued on page 2

M ail in city election looms on the horizon
Ballots for the upcoming 

November 4 election will he mailed 
to city voters beginning October 16. 
according to Sherry Bjorndal, Sweet 
Grass County Clerk and Recorder.

The ballots w ill not be mailed 
to county residents since the posts 
to be filled arc for city government 
positions only, stated Bjorndal.

This election w ill also he 
unique since voters will not be 
electing a mayor to serve a standard

four year term
Because the former mayor Tom 

H and, resigned before the end of l\is 
term, electors w ill be selecting 
someone to complete his term

This means the man selected 
w ill serve from the swearing in the 
first o f January 2004 until December 
3 1 .2005 .

The city council positions arc 
four year terms and voters will be 
selecting between Randy Rembold

and Bill M ille r  representing Ward 
One. and Ed Parrc'nt. D iana Taylor, 
and Ron Thomas for the Ward Two  
spot.

Voters w ill h ave  until 
November 4 at 8:00 p.m . to return 
their ballots to the Sweet Grass 
County Courthouse, C lerk and 
Recorder's Office

Confusion among some \oters 
m the last mail-in election held 
resulted in some votes not being 
countable

Care should be taken to make 
your vote count, according to 
Bjorndal.

When the votes were being 
tallied in the special PMC Levy 
election held recently. 12 could not 
he accepted.

Some envelopes had two ballots 
in them, some were not marked 
properly, and some were unsigned; 
all mistakes which disqualified them 
from being counted.

400 water users 
take advantage 
ol free offer

Approximately 400 out o f 740 
city water customers took advantage 
of the Big Timber City Council's 
offer of up to 10.000 gallons ol’ free 
water in September

Gayle McPherson. Deputy 
Clerk/Treasurcr ol Big Timber, said 
customers who signed up by the 
deadline were credited for 
approximately 3.600.000 gallons of 
water, at a cost to the citv of 
$3,600.

Amounts used by the requestors 
varied widely, staled McPherson 
with some using only about 2.000 
gallons and others using much more 
than the 10.000 allowance

Cuslomeis who signal up for 
the benefit will hn\e to do some 
figuring to determine how much 
credit they received.

McPherson says a customer 
should look at the gallons used 
amount on tneir bill and multiply 
that by the rate o f $1 per 1.000 
gallons.

This amount should then be 
added to the $ 12 base rate charged lor 
water to determine it a credit was 
received.

Foi example, if  your h ill 
indicates 20.000 gallons of water 
used, this would compute to $20 for 
the water plus $12 for the base rate 
to equal $32.

From this $32 total. $10 would 
be deducted to allow for 10.000 
gallons of free water, leaving $22 as 
the billed amount for water.

When asked i f  the response 
from customers was as expected. 
McPherson responded. "It was as I 
expected, hut not what the council 
expected. They thought about 100 
would sign up."
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