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Sweet Grass Co. 
Property taxes 
increase D U
Sweet G rass C ounty  

Commissioners recently approved 
the county budget for fiscal year 
(FY) 2003-2004.

Overall, the county s budget 
increased by 40 percent over last 
yeai

Most ol tins increase 30 
percent, is due to the new mill levy 
on property to be used to fund 
operating evpenscs of the Pioneer 
Medical Center (PMC)

The remaining 10 percent is due 
to the shift in the way money is 
received from the Stillwater Mining 
Company, as well as legislative 
actions

According to Elaine Allcstad. 
the county received mine impact 
money from the operation as a 
separate fund. Now the county 
receives the money through taxes 
paid by the mine.

Legislative actions that resulted 
in less funding from equipment 
taxes and livestock taxes also have 
an impact.

For simplicity this article will 
look at the 23 budget line items that 
fund the approximately 120 
expenditure accounts for county 
departments. All amounts have also 
been rounded off to the nearest 
dollar.

A

In addition to appropriation 
amounts which come from budgets 
submitted by each department, a 
certain amount of money must be 
maintained in a cash reserve fund

This can be confusing because, 
in some instances, when property 
tax revenue is added to the total 
non-tax resources received for each 
line item, an overage results. This 
overage is what is needed for the 
cash reserve fund.

These funds are used to cover 
expenses (hat may arise during the 
time between when a fiscal year ends 
and funds begin to come in from 
taxes received for the next fiscal 
year.

Each department also has a
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Junco Jive (D ate O berty Photo)

This dark-oyod Junco, idontifiod by bird snthusiast Stavan Exlay, ti-tik, ti-tik, tl-tik’s its way through tha fall 
days and nights. Rotated to tha sparrow, thssa birds sing a ona pitch trill. Montana gainad fama this waak for its 
high population of bird lovars. Don’t forgot to food our faatharad friands whan tha snowybagins to fly.

Strangers help out ranchers
As the cleanup and repair 

continues in the aftermath of last 
summer's Hobble Fire, some Sweet 
Grass County ranchers who were 
affected arc receiving assistance from 
crews who travel the countryside 
helping those with needs after some 
type of disaster.

The Mennonite Disaster Service 
of Salisbury, PA has gone all over 
the country helping in the aftermath 
of natural disasters, such as 
tornadoes and floods.

Saturday, October 11. a crew of 
12 from this group arrived in Big 
Timber to lend a hand in the 
massive amount of fencing to be 
done following the fire.

Made up of men and women, 
the crew that arrived on October 11 
is mostly from Pennsylvania, but at 
least one young man is from 
Maryland.

On Monday, October 13, a 
group o f 14 arrived from Saint 
Ignatius, Montana to join the work

underway.
The operation is being 

coordinated by Martin Fast of Frazer 
and workers represent different 
branches of the Mennonite Church.

Fast will be staying in the area 
until November I, although the 
crews he is coordinating will each 
stay for about a week before leaving.

Around October 18 the crew 
presently in place will be replaced, 
by other workers, about 30, 
according to Fast.

Most of the churches in Big 
Timber have taken the responsibility 
of preparing meals for those in the 
project, according to Greycliff 
resident Donna Smith.

Workers gather in the morning 
and evening at one of the local 
churches for these meals.

Lunches are shuttled to the 
workers on site each day since some 
of the work locations are remote.
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